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COMPLIMENTARY 




By JENNA PUDELEK 


COUNCILLOR Roy Bullock 
insists that he is still the man 
to lead the council as the shortlist 
for rivals to the post was officially 
confirmed. 

And in a remarkable statement, he said a 
borough-wide referendum should take place 
over the controversial plans for the civic centre. 

But it comes in a week when his former 
deputy, Catherine Mayhew, insisted he should 
step down immediately, stating his decision to 
“cling to power” was “not democratic”. 

His comments break a self-imposed silence 
from the man who suffered a vote of no-confi¬ 
dence from his own Tory colleagues, amid 
mounting calls for him to resign, and forcing 
an election battle to lead the local Tory group. 

Cllr Bullock said: “If one recognises the vote 
of no confidence was a device to precipitate 
this challenge to my leadership then, so be it. 
When a ship hits turbulent waters, a lot of peo¬ 
ple will contend you do not change the captain 
for an unknown second or third mate, you put 
your trust in the experienced captain to chart 
your way to calmer waters.” 

This week it was confirmed four names were 
on the original shortlist to replace Cllr Bullock 
as Tory leader. 

Yet, in another twist to the saga, one of those 
contenders has already pulled out. 

Paul Barrington-King, member for Pembury, 
withdrew his name, leaving Bob Atwood, John 
Cunningham and Roy Bullock in the fight for 





First there were four... now just three 


The shortlist for Tory leader was, pictured from left, Paul Barrington-King (now withdrawn), Bob Atwood, John Cunningham and Roy Bullock 




one of the borough’s most prestigious roles. 

The leadership election was triggered after 
the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Conservative Group ratified a motion of no 
confidence against Cllr Bullock, member for 
Goudhurst and Lamberhurst. 

Cllr Atwood has been widely tipped as a 
favourite contender and said he hopes to re¬ 
unify the “somewhat fractured” group. 

It has certainly been a turbulent few months 
for the Tories, who hold a huge majority over 


the opposition Liberal Democrats of 42 to six. 

There has been public outcry over the coun¬ 
cil’s redevelopment proposals for the civic cen¬ 
tre complex, which includes the Town Hall. 
Under Cllr Bullock’s leadership the authority 
has been plagued by accusations of secrecy 
and a lack of transparency relating to its han¬ 
dling of the town centre regeneration plans. 

Residents and local organisations, who want 
to see the Grade II-listed buildings of the civic 
centre protected, and the Lib Dems, called for 


Cllr Bullock’s resignation and in December 
members of his own party brought a motion of 
no confidence against him. 

Yet Cllr Bullock could still defy his critics 
and bounce back - if he can convince 
enough of his party to back him again. The 
withdrawal of Cllr Barrington-King may 
mean the current leader wins more support 
and is ushered back into office - which will 

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO 
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‘Honourable’ course would be for Bullock to step down 


CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

leave his critics stunned. 

Added Cllr Bullock: “If I am elected, the 
council will still be run as an efficient, effective 
organisation giving its residents high quality 
services, at least cost, which is the important 
part of the agenda, and continue making 
improvements to the delivery of services. On 
the regeneration agenda, we will wait and see 
what our residents have to say about the Town 
Hall project before taking any decisions about 
moving to the next stage. Their voice must not 
be drowned out by the vocal minority. 

“But there are two innovations I would like 
to see. The first is the possibility of a borough¬ 
wide referendum, at a later date, to advise 
council on whether the Town Hall project 
should go ahead. The second is, with agree¬ 
ment of full council, the setting up of a chari¬ 
table trust, funded by our share of some of the 
profits from the regeneration company. This 
trust would be for scholarships, bursaries and 
sponsorship for gifted young people of the bor¬ 
ough. Thus any redevelopment would embrace 
the concept of being for a secure future of our 
children and our children’s children.” 

But Cllr Mayhew, who resigned as deputy 
leader of the council when the vote of no conci- 
dence was ratified by Tory members, said Cllr 
Bullock’s insistence on staying in power was 
damaging to the whole town. 

She told us: “As it had been confirmed Roy was 
no longer regarded by the group as its leader 
it was, in my view, untenable to remain as his 


deputy. You cannot be deputy to a non-leader. 

“While the council’s constitution states that 
the leader can only be removed by a meeting 
of the council, the fact is once the main politi¬ 
cal group has declared that person to no longer 
be their leader, then he is only remaining 
leader because of the wording of the constitu¬ 
tion, not because he has the political authority 
to do so. That is not democracy. 

“The only honourable course of action is for 
Cllr Bullock to immediately announce he will 
stand down as leader of the council so a new 
leader can be put in place as soon as possible. 
It is difficult for the officers of the council to 
carry out their jobs effectively when it is not 
clear who will have authority in the future and 
it is worrying for residents. The sooner this is 
resolved the better. What the borough and the 
council need is certainty and clarity. This is not 
being provided by Cllr Bullock’s insistence in 
clinging to power and potentially making deci¬ 
sions on behalf of the council without the man¬ 
date of the majority political group to do so.” 

Ignorant prejudice 

In a letter to this newspaper, Adrian Ekins- 
Daukes, chair of the town’s Conservative 
Group from 2003-7, defended Bullock: “Given 
the potential benefits of these [regeneration] 
proposals to the town, one might have expect¬ 
ed a reasoned and informed debate. 

“So far, the only rational objection has been 
put forward by some who value the civic cen¬ 
tre buildings for their architectural merits. 


“The rest is largely ignorant prejudice and 
hysteria. Worse still has been the level of vitu¬ 
peration and personal abuse directed at 
Bullock and the grotesque caricatures of him 
which have appeared. If those responsible 
regard themselves as civilised people, they 
should be thoroughly ashamed of themselves.” 

On the subject of unrest among the Tories 
and the group’s leadership election, which will 
be held after their meeting next Thursday, he 
pulled no punches. 

“It is more surprising that a large lemming¬ 
like rush has occurred amongst Conservative 
councillors to dismiss Bullock, even in advance 
of the outcome of the consultation on his pro¬ 
posals,” he said. “It would not be surprising if 
the only candidates willing to take over prove 
to be supine nonentities, without the capacity 
to lead by formulating and pushing through the 
innovative ideas needed at this difficult time. 

“But what else could one expect, given Roy 
Bullock’s reward for his brave efforts to halt 
the town’s decline?” 

Meanwhile, Cllr Bullock will remain leader 
of the authority until either he or a replace¬ 
ment is officially decided at a meeting of the 
full council in February. 

Cllr Barrington-King, whose name has come 
up in speculation over who will stand for 
leader since the motion of no confidence, said: 
“I pulled out of the race because to my mind it 
was not going to get a decisive result. 

“Although I am grateful for those who have 
come forward and offered to vote for me, the 


perceived net result at the count, with the win¬ 
ner perhaps carrying less than one third of the 
group’s votes, would not in my view offer the 
platform to meet the considerable challenges 
facing us in the future. It is with some consid¬ 
erable regret therefore that I will be with¬ 
drawing my bid for this particular election.” 

Re-unify 

Cllr Atwood said he had been encouraged to 
stand by other councillors. He said: “The rea¬ 
sons they’ve given is largely to do with my 
practical business experience over the last few 
years. Although I’m comparatively new to pol¬ 
itics I’m a pretty experienced business man. 

“I’m in the best position to try and re-unify 
the group, which has become somewhat frac¬ 
tured over the last few months. Being elected 
in May 2008 I’ve no particular axe to grind.” 

He added: “I’m extremely keen to see that 
the council listens to what the public has to 
say, if there is an issue it has perhaps been on 
a lack of transparency and consultation. 

“Where I stand [on the civic complex] I have 
made it clear in the past that I would only ever 
support a scheme to demolish the existing 
buildings if it makes financial sense and more 
importantly that it could be proven beyond all 
doubt that is what the people wanted.” 

Cllr Cunningham, member for Hawkhurst 
and Sandhurst, was unavailable for comment. 
• Who do you think would be the ideal 
leader of the council? Share your views. 
Email us at tw@kosmedia.co.uk. 


■ A FREE after-school programme is being 
launched to help families get fit in the New Year. 

The Mind, Exercise, Nutrition, Do it programme 
(Mend) will help overweight children aged seven 
to 13 and their families to become more active. 

Sessions will take place every Monday and 
Wednesday, at Edenbridge Leisure Centre from 
5-7pm, and at The Junction, St Mary Road, 
Swanley, from 4-6pm, from February 28. 

See www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/mend for details. 


Weather 


Today 

It looks set to be 
cloudy for much 
of the day with 
showery out¬ 
breaks of light 
rain and drizzle, 
especially dur¬ 
ing the morning. 
Becoming main¬ 
ly dry through 
the afternoon, 
perhaps with 
some late sun¬ 
shine. A strong 
south-westerly 
wind, becoming 
moderate 
westerly later. 
Max temp 
7-1OC (45-50F). 
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Millions owed in tax 

As their budgets are slashed, councils reveal how 

much cash they still need to collect from the public 


COUNCILS in west Kent failed to 
collect hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of tax payments during 
the last financial year. 

Official figures show more than £21 million 
of council tax went uncollected by borough 
and district councils across Kent in 2009-10. 

The local authorities in west Kent fared 
better than most of their counterparts, hav¬ 
ing the smallest arrears in the county 

But a total of nearly £3m was still owed by 
households in the region, with Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council having arrears of 
£981,000, Tonbridge and Mailing Borough 
Council being owed £784,000 and Sevenoaks 
District Council £l.lm. 

With local government facing vast reduc¬ 
tions in budget from Whitehall during the 
next two years as the Government tries to 
tackle Britain’s spiralling national debts, the 
collection of council tax payments will be vital 
in maintaining frontline services. 

However, the authorities in our region say 
the proactive work of their revenue and ben¬ 
efits sections has put them in a strong posi¬ 


tion compared to other areas of the county. 

Lee Colyer, head of finance and governance 
for Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, said: “It 
is encouraging to see TWBC has the second 
lowest level of arrears in Kent, which is testa¬ 
ment to the excellent recovery work of the 
revenues and benefits section. 

“The total arrears of £981,000 needs to be 
put in context of the £63m collected every 
year and, unlike many other debts, council 
tax remains recoverable through the courts 
regardless of how old the debt is. 

Recovered cash 

“Since council tax was introduced in 1993 
the council has recovered more than 99 per 
cent of all debt due, an enviable level of recov¬ 
ery which all private or public sector organi¬ 
sations would wish to achieve. 

“Residents can be reassured the council will 
continue to use its powers to seek recovery of 
all tax arrears and, equally, if anyone is expe¬ 
riencing difficulties in maintaining their pay¬ 
ments, they should contact the revenues and 
benefits section at the earliest opportunity by 
emailing counciltax@tunbridgewells.gov.uk, 
call 01892 526121, or visit the Gateway.” 


Sharon Shelton, director of finance for Ton- 
bridge and Mailing Borough Council, said: ‘We 
are continuing to pursue and collect out¬ 
standing debt for the benefit of our taxpayers. 

“In fact, as of December 1,2010, we had col¬ 
lected a fiirther £200,000, reducing the total 
outstanding debt to £584,000 and work con¬ 
tinues unabated to collecting outstanding 
monies due. 

“It is important to remember that, while 
the borough council is the collecting agent, 
this money is owed to a group of authorities, 
namely Kent County Council, Kent Fire and 
Rescue Service, Kent Police and the borough 
council, so our ‘share’ of this outstanding debt 
is just 14 per cent and will not have a major 
impact on our budget position.” 

A spokeswoman for Sevenoaks District 
Council said: “The latest figures show that 
less than one per cent, or £659,000, of last 
year’s council tax is outstanding. 

“Whilst some council tax usually remains 
outstanding at the end of the financial 
year, we always pursue any council tax that 
is still owed. 

“Next year will be no different from previ¬ 
ous years in that respect.” 


Bar hours extended despite complaints 


A LATE-night bar has won permission to 
change its licence despite complaints about 
noise and revellers urinating and vomiting 
outside the premises. 

Pitcher and Piano in Church Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, will be able to sell alcohol on 
Monday to Wednesday between 11am and 
2am, on Thursday to Saturday up to 3am and 
on Sundays between 11am and lam. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council received 
letters and emails of objection to owner 
Marstons’ application about noise and dis¬ 
ruption to residents. 

Several conditions were attached to the 


approval by the council’s licensing sub¬ 
committee, including that notices are 
displayed reminding customers that 
residents can be affected by “unruly behav¬ 
iour and loud conversations” and that a 
telephone contact number for complaints be 
made available. 

When DJs are playing they will make an 
announcement to remind revellers that the 
bar is in a quiet residential area and asking 
them to treat neighbours with respect. 

Residents also complained about people 
urinating and vomiting in the private park¬ 
ing area at the front of the building. The sub¬ 


committee found that the use of official door 
staff imposed in the conditions would stop 
this sort of behaviour. 

Councillors said the proposed closure 
times of the front garden, which will now 
shut at 11pm, was a “considerable 
concession” by Marstons and showed a “gen¬ 
uine commitment to work at reducing the 
noise nuisance”. 

It comes after concerns were raised by the 
environmental health officer investigating 
the application that the use of the front and 
rear beer gardens had been causing problems 
for neighbours. 
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Page 3 Venus answers 
call for moviemakers 


By JEMNA PUDELEK 

jenna.pudelek@kosmedia.co.uk 

MODEL and Page 3 favourite 
Keeley Hazell has teamed up 
with former Tunbridge Wells 
schoolboys to star as a modern- 
day goddess in a short film that 
combines classical mythology 
with tabloid celebrity. 

Venus and The Sun has been written and 
produced by former students now in their 
late 20s and is set to premiere at the town’s 
Assembly Hall Theatre this spring. 

The 20-minute film, made with a budget of 
just £25,000, also stars comedy actor Will 
Smith, from the BBC’s political satire The 
Thick of It, and Ukweli Roach, who played 
Jay in last year’s Streetdance 3D. 

For producer Andy Brunskill, 29, who went 
to Skinners’, it is his first solo effort after 
working as producer’s assistant on films 
including The Other Boleyn Girl, Tamara 
Drewe, Brick Lane and The Men Who Stare 
at Goats. He explained how a chance meeting 
with Ms Hazell turned into the comic 
reworking of Ovid’s tale of Venus and Adonis. 

“I was at a premiere party at the London 
Film Festival,” he said. “I didn’t know who 
she was at the time, but I was with some 
mates who did and we went to talk to her. 


“I gauged from her being there that she 
wanted to get into acting and it turned out 
she did. So I pitched her something I made up 
on the spot and she said she’d be interested.” 

Writer and former Tunbridge Wells 
Grammar pupil Rueben Grove’s script sees 
Ms Hazell play a fictionalised version of her¬ 
self with an unexpected passion for Latin. 
She finds sanctuary from fame and her ador¬ 
ing fans in the British Library, where she 
meets librarian and Sun reader Adam. 

The film, from the production company Jen 
X Films founded by Mr Brunskill’s school 
friend Matthew McCooey, took two years to 
make and was filmed in London at the begin¬ 
ning of 2010. 

Described as “a comic study of society’s 
obsession with image”, it is in the final stages 
of post-production with the score - by 
Stephen Warbeck, who won an Oscar for 
Shakespeare in Love - set to be recorded on 
Monday. The makers are now looking for the 
best way to distribute the film online and it 
will also be released on DVD. 

Mr Brunskill also appealed for local busi¬ 
nesses to lend support and sponsorship to 
the project when it premieres at the 
Assembly Hall. 

For more information and to apply for tick¬ 
ets, visit www.venusandthesun.com and type 
TW PREM when registering your details. If 
you would be interested in supporting or 
sponsoring the project, email andy@venu- 
sandthesun.com. 
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KEELEY HAZELL: In Venus and The Sun 




Villagers await 
parish decision 

THE results of a public consultation on 
whether Rusthall should be allowed to become 
a parish will go before a council meeting on 
Wednesday. 

The consultation on the village’s bid to be 
granted self-governance closed on New Year’s 
Eve and the comments made have now been 
collated. Public views will be included in a 
report to be considered by the communities and 
partnerships select committee of Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council on Wednesday. 

This meeting, which the public can attend, 
will take place at the United Reformed 
Church, Rusthall, from 6pm. 

■ CHILDHOOD obesity is on the decline in 
Tunbridge Wells, according to new data. 
The National Child Measurement 
Programme for the school year 2009/10 has been 
released and shows a reduction of about four per 
cent overall in childhood obesity in the town. 

The number of reception year children who 
were found to be clinically obese has decreased 
by almost two per cent from the previous year, as 
have those for year six pupils. 

Combined savings 

COUNCILS have joined forces for a venture 
they say will help save millions of pounds over 
the coming years. 

Sevenoaks District Council and Dartford 
Borough Council will now provide joint rev¬ 
enues, benefits, audit and anti-fraud teams, 
which is expected to make combined savings of 
£2.5 million over the next five years. 

Cllr Brian Ramsay, Sevenoaks’ finance 
member, said: ‘We face significant challenges 
in the coming years. By delivering services in 
partnership with other authorities, we can 
lessen the impact of reduced budgets.” 


Street parking permits hike 
sparks profiteering claim 


RESIDENTS facing hikes to street parking per¬ 
mits of up to 150 per cent have accused coun¬ 
cil chiefs of profiteering. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s cabinet 
approved the increases to residents’ parking 
permits but, unlike the planned hikes in car park 
prices, they will not be consulted on. 

The price of an annual parking permit will 
increase from £20 to £35 in April. For a second 
permit, residents will see the cost soar 150 per 
cent, from £20 to £50. A book of 10 tickets for 
visitors will increase from £5 to £10. 

A council official said parking permit prices 
had not changed since 1995. Charges for pay 
and display are also to increase. The main town 
centre car parks will see a rise of lOp an hour 
and for longer stays of six hours up to 30p extra. 

David Neve, leader of the opposition Lib Dem 
group, said: “They are saying they haven’t been 
put up in 15 years, why didn’t they put it up a £1 
a year over that time? Now the figure is going 
from £20 to £35. How can that be justified in 


terms of the scheme paying its own costs?” 

Residents with a second car will be hardest 
hit, with an extra permit increasing from £20 to 
£50. Cllr Neve said: “How can it cost £35 to 
administer one and then another £15 on top of 
that? It’s a money-making scheme.” 

Any increase in permit charges is likely to 
anger residents who already struggle to find a 
parking spot near their homes. 

A council official said: “This increase still 
works out at less than 10p per day and charges 
have not been increased since 1995. Taking 
account of inflation, the price has actually fallen 
in real terms. Parking permit price increases 
have been approved by cabinet and do not 
have to go before full council. 

“The car park increases have been approved 
by cabinet and do not have to go before full 
council, but do need to go out to consultation. 

“Ads will be going up in car parks and the 
press. People can raise objections which we will 
then try to resolve.” 


Is Big Bullock watching you? 


HAVE people in Tunbridge Wells turned to 
street art to express their feelings towards 
council leader Roy Bullock? 

Monotone posters (pictured 
right) featuring a beleaguered- 
looking, moustachioed man 
with dark circles under his 
downtumed eyes have started 
to appear around the town. 

The dark eyes of the character 
glare at passers-by from under a 
furrowed brow. 

A handlebar moustache - 
much like the one that has 
become Cllr Bullock’s trademark - domi¬ 
nates the image. 

Liberal Democrat activist Dr Alan Bullion 
noticed the image near Carluccio’s and 


Hoopers in Mount Pleasant Road. 

He thought they were of Cllr Bullock, who 
recently lost a vote of no confi¬ 
dence from colleagues in the 
town’s Conservative group. 

Dr Bullion said: “They are 
lifelike images of a true 
Tunbridge Wells character.” 

Another resident, who did not 
want to be named, thought the 
image was of Soviet dictator 
Joseph Stalin and possibly 
“some vague comment on con¬ 
sumerism or communism”. 

• What do you think? Is this creative 
street art with a point to make or just 
vandalism? Is it even Roy Bullock? 
Email us at tw@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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Wells Clinic 

Kents longest established Cosmetic Clinic 


Laser Hair Removal 

No more waxing / no more pain 

Get rid of unwanted 
hair PERMANENTLY 

ONLY clinic in KENT with 2 lasers 
for permanent hair removal 

ALEX and YAG lasers - 

NOT IPL, this is REAL laser hair removal 

All skin types, class 4 laser 
Free consulations / Patch test £25 


OFFERS AVAILABLE in jam. feb and march BOOK TODAY 01233 661 662 


The most popular cosmetic treatments today are 
BOTOX, Liposuction and breast augmentation. 

Wells Clinic has been offering Botox 
for the past 19 years. 



£50 OFF* 

Your next treatment 

when you spend 
£250 or more 
Valid until 31/03/11 


£25 OFF' 

Your next treatment 




wnen you spend 


II 


£1 80 or more 

If 

Wells 1 


Valid until 31/03/11 

Wells Clime 


T: 01233 661 662 

www.wellsclinic.com | info@wellsclinic.com 
9 New Street | Ashford | Kent TN24 8TN 
71 London Road | Tunbridge Wells | Kent TNI 1DX 
* To relieve discounts, please bring this odvert with you. Net to be used ogoinst packages or in conjunction with nny ether offers. 
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Learn once again 

IF YOUR new year’s resolution is to dip your toe 
into education again, the Tonbridge Learning 
Umbrella is staging a special event this week. 

From Monday until Saturday, January 15, 
Tonbridge library will provide information and 
advice about the range of part-time learning 
opportunities starting in January being 
offered at the University of Kent Centre 
Tonbridge, K College, Kent Adult Education 
Centre and Hadlow College. 

These include short courses for interest as 
well as certificates, diplomas and degrees. See 
www. tonbridgelearningumbr ella. co. uk for 
more details. 

Heart of county 

A GUIDE produced by Sevenoaks District 
Council to the top attractions in and around 
the town is available now. 

The Heart of Kent guide details more than 
210 places to stay and 100 places to visit 
across Kent, including Chiddingstone Castle, 
Riverhill Himalayan Gardens, Hever Castle, 
Emmetts Garden, Quebec House, Chartwell, 
Lullingstone Castle, Knole, Eagle Heights, 
Squerryes Court and Penshurst Place. 

It is available to pick up from tourist infor¬ 
mation points or at www.visitheartofkent.com. 

Try ice skating 

FANS of Dancing on Ice can get their skates 
on and hone their skills at Crowborough’s 
Millbrook Garden Centre later this month. 

On January 29-30 a special skating rink is 
being installed at the centre in Tubwell Lane, 
Jarvis Brook, featuring synthetic ice. 

Tammy Woodhouse, Millbrook’s managing 
director, said: “Skating is becoming extremely 
popular, and with Dancing on Ice currently on 
the television, we thought it would be great to 
provide some skating fun of our own.” 

Tickets cost £3 for a 20-minute session 


By JENNA PUDELEK 

jenna.pudelek@kosmedia.co.uk 


IT is not, it seems, only humans 
who undergo the surgeon’s knife in 
pursuit of a more favourable phys¬ 
ical appearance. 

Meet Casper the horse. A 15.1 hands 
Andalusian, he has a rare condition called wry 
nose syndrome, which has caused his nose to 
grow deformed and curve to the right. 

Happy Endings Animal Rescue Sanctuary, 
which has a base in Knockholt near 
Sevenoaks, said a previous owner paid around 
£4,000 for a nose job to help straighten out his 
nose and ease his breathing difficulties. 

The result is what they describe as a ‘cheeky 
grin’ permanently on his face. 

And now the steed is at the sanctuary, and in 
search of a new home. 

Chris Johns, 23, co-founder of the charity, 
said: “I’ve never seen anything like Casper 
before. He’s got a really rare condition where 
his head was crushed in the womb and it bent 
his nose out of shape. 


A TEENAGER was plunged into ice-cold 
water after walking into the middle of a 
frozen pond while playing with friends. 

The 14-year-old girl, who has not been 
named, was rescued by firefighters after 
venturing out on to the ice to retrieve her 
mobile phone. She has been described as 
“very lucky” to escape with her life. 

The teenager had reached an island in the 
middle of the pond off Darenth Avenue in 
Tonbridge when the ice cracked and gave 
way on Thursday, December 30. 

After plunging into the icy water she man¬ 
aged to cling to the roots of a tree on the 
island to stay afloat and screamed for help. 

Her cries were heard by a resident whose 
garden backed on to the pond. 

He rushed to the aid of the stricken girl 
and threw her a rope before calling for the 
emergency services. 

Firefighters arrived at the scene shortly 
before 3.30pm and put on dry suits and buoy¬ 


ancy aids, while an inflatable rescue path, 
designed for water rescues, was put together. 

The fire crew then used the inflatable path 
to scramble across the ice to reach the island 
and lift the girl to safety. 

She was taken to hospital by an ambulance 
suffering from hypothermia and shock, but 
was released to recover at home. 

Fire watch manager Martin Rowland, who 
is based in Tonbridge and attended the inci¬ 
dent, said: “While ice can appear thick 
enough to support a person’s weight, it can 
give way very easily. 

“This girl was very lucky, the water is 
extremely cold and she was obviously very 
upset and frightened, but the consequences 
of her escapade could have been tragic.” 

He added: “I would ask all parents to 
remind their children how dangerous it can 
be venturing on ice. It’s very hard to judge, it 
may look safe but it isn’t, so don’t attempt to 
walk or stand on it.” 
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Give Casper 
something to 
smile about 



“My husband and I 
separated last year. I was at 
a complete loss to know 
what to do. Whitehead 
Monckton were very caring 
and were able to help me 
arrange everything without 
us going to court. They also 
sorted out the mortgage and 
made sure I had a new will.” 
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“He does look a bit odd, but we 
absolutely love him to pieces. 

“We have managed to re¬ 
home quite a few horses since 
Casper arrived here in August 
but sadly I think people might 
be a bit put off by his funny look¬ 
ing face. 

“It’s a real shame because he’s 
such a lovely chap. Some people 
think he’s a bit ugly but I think his 
face has got real character, he always looks 
like he’s got a cheeky smile.” 

Prospective owners should not be put off 
worrying they will have lots of vet bills. 

Mr Johns said: “That is not necessarily 
the case. He needs regular dental treat¬ 
ment but we can help with any future 
vet and dental costs if we can find him the 
right home.” 

Casper cannot be ridden because his con¬ 
dition affects his breathing. Unless he is 
found a new home he will live out his days 
at Happy Endings, which has a no-kill poli¬ 
cy to never put a healthy animal down. 

Terry Kemp, 31, co-founder of the sanctu¬ 
ary and a veterinary assistant, said: “A 
lot of horses with this condition would 
be put down. But someone obviously really 
loved Casper and paid a lot of money for 
his surgery. 

“He had a major operation. His nose was 
broken and reset into place so that there 
was more room for his windpipe. 

Lovable 

“When he breathes he makes a rasping 
noise but it doesn’t stop him racing around 
the field. He would be a really great com¬ 
panion horse and has a lovely, gentle 
nature.” 

Casper is believed to have been bom at a 
stud farm about three years ago. 

At some point he had expensive corrective 
surgery but he was then dumped at the ani¬ 
mal sanctuary. 

Mr Johns added: “Casper doesn’t know 
he’s got anything wrong with him and he 



SMILER: Casper’s surgery means he has a 
permanently cheeky smile on his face. He 
lives at Happy Endings Animal Rescue 
Sanctuary, which is trying to rehome him 

canters round the field with his tail in the air 
with all the mares like he’s the most hand¬ 
some horse here.” 

Happy Endings is currently caring for more 
than 40 horses which have fallen victim to the 
credit crunch. 

The sanctuary is trying to raise £10,000 to 
pay for field shelters for the horses for the 
winter months and £5,000 for their winter 
hay bill. 

To find out more about giving Casper or any 
of the shelter’s other animals a good home, or 
to donate money for the hay or field shelter 
appeal, contact Mr Johns on 07809 721309 or 
email happyendings247@googlemail.com. 


Beware the dangers of 
walking on frozen ponds 
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New Year honours for 
our co mmuni ty heroes 


By JON COMES 

jon.coates@kosmedia.co.uk 


ONE of only five British-born peo¬ 
ple to have flown into space was 
awarded an OBE by the Queen in 
the New Year’s Honours List. 

Dr Piers Sellers, 55, who has been on three 
space shuttle missions, was bom in Crow- 
borough and went to Cranbrook School. 

The astronaut, who had to become a US 
citizen to be accepted on NASA missions, 
was honoured for his services to science. 

He joins a number of people from across 
west Kent to be awarded prestigious titles - 
whose efforts range from contributing to the 
community, assisting at a local theatre, and 
working for charities. 

Dr Sellers most recently went into space 
last May on the final mission of the Atlantis 
shuttle and is one of five Britons out of about 
500 people that have been into orbit. 

He joined the space agency in the 1980s, 
working as a research meteorologist at the 
Goddard Space Center in Maryland, before 
he was accepted on to the NASA astronaut 
programme after gaining citizenship. 

He first flew into space on board the 
Atlantis shuttle in 2002, during which he 
carried out three spacewalks, helping to 
build the International Space Station. 

The astronaut, who holds a degree in ecol¬ 
ogy and a doctorate in climate simulation, 
next went into the stars aboard Discovery in 
2006 and then boarded Atlantis for the sec¬ 
ond time last year to deliver a module to the 
space station. With the shuttle programme 
coming to an end, he is set to resume his sci¬ 
entific research at Goddard Space Center. 

But he has also maintained strong links 
with his former school in Cranbrook and is 
due to visit them later this month to address 
a conference and speak to students and staff. 

Angela Daly, headteacher of Cranbrook 
School, said: “We are delighted Piers has 
been awarded an OBE. 

“We are looking forward to seeing him. It 
will be nice if he brings the OBE with him, 
but it is certainly well deserved as he is an 
inspirational speaker as well as an astro¬ 
naut and is certainly worth listening to.” 

The charity work of veteran journalist 
Sandy Gall has also been recognised by Her 
Majesty in the New Year’s Honours List. 

The broadcaster and writer, 83, who lives 
in Penshurst, was made a Commander of 
the Order of St Michael and St George 
(CMG) for services to the people of Afghan¬ 
istan. He had previously been awarded a 
CBE in 1987. 

Charity 

The former foreign correspondent founded 
Sandy Gall’s Afghanistan Appeal in 1986 
with his wife Eleanor after being shocked by 
the plight of people in the war-ravaged coun¬ 
try during several reporting assignments. 

Since then his charity has supplied artifi¬ 
cial limbs and walking aids to more than 
20,000 people in Afghanistan, and two of his 
daughters, Fiona and Michaela, have also 
become involved in its work. 

The charity has also provided physiother¬ 
apy for more than 50,000 people injured in 
the conflicts in the troubled country. 

Mr Gall was bom in Penang, Malaysia, 
where his father was a rubber planter, but 
he was educated in Scotland. He graduated 
in 1952, and the following year joined 
Reuters as a foreign correspondent and in a 
career spanning 40 years he reported from 
war zones across the globe. 

He joined ITN in 1963 and was the first 




journalist to report on the start of the 
Vietnam War for this network, when on 
March 8,1965, US marines came ashore. 

Mr Gall returned to Vietnam on numerous 
assignments until Saigon fell in 1975, when 
he was forcibly removed from the country by 
the Communist authorities, he also reported 
from Cambodia, China, Africa and 
Afghanistan. In 1972 he was famously 
arrested in Uganda with Reuters colleague 
Nicholas Moore and held for three days in 
the notorious Matindye police camp. 

He was also one of the original staff of 
News at Ten in 1967 and became one of its 
senior presenters. 

During repeated visits to Afghanistan he 
became an expert on its troubled past and 
present, making two BAFTA-nominated 
documentaries and writing several books. 

Mr Gall retired from ITN in 1992 but con¬ 
tinues his TV work and writing as a freelancer. 

Other people from west Kent to be hon¬ 
oured include Dr Peter Cullum, from 
Sevenoaks, who is the chairman of the 
Towergate Partnership, an insurance com¬ 
pany in Maidstone. He receives a CBE for 
his services to business and charity. 

John Barrington Quin, the former chief 
executive of Royal British Legion Industries, 


MAKING 
THEIR MARK: 
Astronaut 
Piers Sellers, 
journalist 
Sandy Gall, 
left, and 
thespian 
Caroline Elliot 
are among 
those who 
have been 
honoured 

from Kingsdown, also gets a CBE for servic¬ 
es to ex-servicemen and women. 

He served in the post from November 1995 
until March this year, expanding its opera¬ 
tions from supporting about 600 ex-service¬ 
men and women to more than 15,000 now. 

Robert David receives an MBE for servic¬ 
es to the community of Tatsfield and Linda 
Chapman gets the same honour for helping 
young people in the Tonbridge area obtain 
Duke of Edinburgh awards for more than 
three decades. She is also the secretary and 
tournament organiser for Tonbridge Lawn 
Tennis Club. 

Simon Southwork, from Tonbridge, gets an 
MBE for his work as manager of Kent Drug 
and Alcohol Misuse Action Team. 

And Caroline Elliot will receive the same 
honour for voluntary service to the Trinity 
Theatre in Tunbridge Wells, where she acts 
in productions with husband Michael and 
has directed shows. 

Peter Martinelli, from Sevenoaks, gets an 
MBE for services to Smithfield Market in 
London and Caroline Reeson, also from 
Sevenoaks, will receive the same honour for 
services to disadvantaged children in 
London. She is the former managing direc¬ 
tor of Brokerage Citylink. 



Candle left near 
flowers leads to 
kitchen blaze 

FAMILIES have been warned about the dan¬ 
gers of leaving candles burning unattended 
following a house fire. 

Two fire crews were called to a home in 
Forest Road, Tunbridge Wells, just after mid¬ 
night on New Year’s Eve. 

A candle left burning unattended in the 
kitchen of the property had ignited a plastic 
flower arrangement, which spread to the 
kitchen table and filled the room with smoke. 

Firefighters wearing breathing apparatus 
put out the blaze using a hose reel and a posi¬ 
tive pressure ventilation fan, which drives out 
heat, smoke and gases, limiting the damage. 

Tunbridge Wells watch manager Mark 
Havell, who attended the incident, said: 
“Fortunately, the house had an automatic fire 
alarm, linked to a central alarm station, which 
resulted in the early detection of the blaze. 

‘Without this invaluable early warning sys¬ 
tem the fire could have continued to develop 
unnoticed and spread through the property.” 

He added: “This incident once again proves 
that having working smoke alarms really does 
save lives. It also highlights the need to make 
sure candles are placed in a fire resistant hold¬ 
er, never left unattended or too close to other 
items and are always extinguished properly.” 

See www.kent.fire-uk.org for more safety 
information and advice. 
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INTERVIEW 


BY TOM BETTS 


Horribly good 
fun lifted from 
page to stage 


AS ONE of the brains behind the stage adapta¬ 
tions of the tremendously popular Horrible 
Histories books, Neal Foster has enjoyed huge 
success taking the shows to the masses. 

The books - written by Terry Deary and Peter Hepplewhite 
- are renowned for offering a skewed and hilarious take on 
history. Neal, 45, the show producer, said: “They concentrate on 
the rude, funny, gory, nasty and horrible side of history as a 
way of getting young people interested. Although the BBC is 
looking to produce an adult TV series, I understand, as they 
are so popular with adults, too. 

“The whole thing is just a wonderful and fun way of getting 
people interested in history and the books have done that, I’m 
sure. They have sold so many copies and the series is expand¬ 
ing and finding new fans all the time.” 

The acclaimed stage versions have been running for eight 
years and have proved popular with readers and fans, as well 
as Horrible Histories novices. 

Neal approached Terry Deary with the idea of taking it to 
the stage. From there the tours were bom and started to play 
theatres across the country on a regular basis. 

Neal said: “The shows have been hugely successful and real¬ 
ly hit the spot. Schoolastic, which publishes them, has been 
very happy, too. We are now into our eighth year, and the cur¬ 
rent production is the second time we have come back to 
Egyptians and Romans. 

“Essentially, the show is scenes from aspects of those two 
people’s history all tied in to a storyline which takes you 
through it.” 

Neal has updated the Romans side of the production after he 
admitted to not being entirely happy last time it toured. 

He said: “In the show we meet Boadicea in all her glory, we 


find out more about what Roman emperors got up to, 
take the audience into the Coliseum and much more. We 
also have Bogglevision, an interactive 3D video screen expe¬ 
rience, so you really feel part of the battle. It works fantasti¬ 
cally well and we’re very happy with the results. To do this 
show again, to take it on tour again, has given us the chance 
to have another look at the Romans. 

‘We were stmggling last time and I recommissioned a new 
adaptation and we are really, really happy with it. That’s one 
reason to look forward to the new dates, to come back with a 
better show. Like the Romans, we’ve been fairly ruthless 
about getting it right this time.” 

Neal says much of the Horrible Histories audience 
is made up of school trips. 

“They make up a lot of the seating, yes. 

Horrible Histories is very popular with schools 
as it works well with children’s studies. A lot 
of the material is taken from the books, 
with interesting facts we add ourselves. 

There will be many familiar characters 
and it works amazingly well. 

“It’s almost like a fantastic variety 
show with a historical and fun angle. 

“An audience with such a young age 
brings so much energy to it all and that’s 
another big plus, although we know 
adults enjoy the shows just as much.” 

The Awfiil Egyptians and Ruthless 
Romans Horrible Histories will be at the 
Assembly Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, 
from February 1-5. 

For tickets and show times, call the box 
office on 01892 530613 or visit 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 



MODERN MAN: 
Horrible Histories 
show producer 
Neal Foster 
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‘Cinderella’ denial on 
mental health funds 


By JEHilfl PUPELEK 

jenna.pudelek@kosmedia.co.uk 


HEALTH bosses have hit back at 
claims that funding for serious 
mental illness in west Kent is 40 
per cent below the national average. 

NHS West Kent said spending on all mental 
health was in line with other areas with simi¬ 
lar needs and levels of deprivation and equat¬ 
ed to £170 per person, which is £15.50 below 
the national average. 

Tony Wright, who lives near Sevenoaks, has 
campaigned for improvements to mental 
health services since his son developed schizo¬ 
phrenia in his late teens. 

Evidence 

“The fundamental problem with serious 
mental health treatment in the NHS is that it 
is still the ‘Cinderella’ service,” he said. 

“The key evidence shows a lack of time and 
expertise devoted to related cases and in par¬ 
ticular those who have enduring symptoms 
and problems.” 

Mr Wright, who has written a 20-page report 
on mental health services, said the most sig¬ 
nificant issue was that NHS West Kent - the 
primary care trust (PCT) covering Tunbridge 
Wells, Sevenoaks and Tonbridge - spends 40 
per cent below the national average on serious 
mental illness. 

That claim was denied by health chiefs. 


Lauretta Kavanagh, the PCT’s director for 
commissioning mental health, said: “NHS 
West Kent does not accept that it is spending 
40 per cent below the national average on 
mental health services. 

“NHS West Kent and Kent County Council 
invest about £60 million a year to help 
improve the mental health and wellbeing of 
adults in west Kent. 

‘We are committed to improving the mental 
health and wellbeing of everyone in west 
Kent, and are looking at improving psycholog¬ 
ical therapies and community mental health 
services, and developing liaison psychiatry 
services in acute hospitals.” 

A spokesman for Kent and Medway Social 
Care and Partnership Trust, which is responsi¬ 
ble for mental health in the county, responded to 
other issues highlighted in Mr Wright’s report. 

Based on his experiences with his son, who 
is now in his 30s, and other carers he has met 
through the charity Rethink’s voluntary sup¬ 
port group in Sevenoaks, Mr Wright said there 
was a “very severe shortage” of talking thera¬ 
py - counselling - for serious cases. 

“There has been a great expansion in talking 
therapies in primary care under the 
Improving Access to Psychological Therapies 
(IAPT) programme,” the trust spokesman 
said. We are commissioned to provide talking 
therapies as part of secondary mental health 
services, but can only do so in line with the 
commissioned level of service [set by PCTs]. 

“It is important to recognise that many 
kinds of staff can provide psychological treat¬ 


ments, but we recognise additional psycholo¬ 
gists are required to meet local need. 

“However, those in secondary care can access 
primary care talking therapies, where appro¬ 
priate. The Government recently announced 
its intention to improve access to talking ther¬ 
apies for those with severe and enduring men¬ 
tal health problems and we will be embracing 
this and making sure we play our part.” 

Mr Wright raised concerns that there was a 
shortage of 50 psychiatrists across Kent. The 
spokesman said there were just a handful of 
medical vacancies in some specialist services. 

His report also found that serious cases only 
receive an hour a week with a mental health 
professional, who are usually support workers. 

Confident 

“There is no set amount of time service users 
receive from services,” the spokesman said. 

“Some service users will get 24/7 care in in¬ 
patient services, others will need to be seen in 
the community every few months. 

“What is vital is that service users have an 
agreed care plan that is designed to meet their 
needs and that when they need help, perhaps 
at times when they become particularly 
unwell, they are able to get the level of care 
they need. 

“We are confident our services, which are 
made up of a range of professionals with dif¬ 
ferent skills, are able to do this.” 


News and sport updated daily online 


www.kentnews.co.uk ^ 



A dry new year 

MORE than 100 village homes were left 
without water when a mains pipe burst for 
the second time within seven months. 

The pipe split near St John’s Church in 
Hildenborough last Sunday morning, leav¬ 
ing families without water for hours. The 
mains supply was also cut in June, last 
year, when a burst pipe left thousands 
without water. A South East Water official 
said the firm was able to route supplies 
from other parts of its network to restore 
water. The incident came a day after a 
section of the main road through 
Meopham collapsed, leaving 250 homes 
without water on New Year’s Day. 

Southern Water restored supplies during 
the bank holiday weekend. A spokesman 
said the firm had dealt with twice as many 
burst pipes last month than it did in 
December, 2009. Traffic on the A227 
through Meopham will be affected for 
weeks while the hole is repaired. 
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A greener way to 
get rid of Xmas 

trees now that 
the party is over 


By JEMNfl PUDELEK 

jenna.pudelek@kosmedia.co.uk 


AN EASY way to get rid of real 
Christmas trees in the new year 
is being offered by council chiefs 
in west Kent. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council said 
Christmas trees would be collected with the 
recycling collections in brown bins, from the 
weeks commencing January 10 and 
January 17. 

The trees should be put out along¬ 
side the bins and will be collected for 
composting. For those who do not 
have a brown bin, trees can be 
taken to the North Farm house¬ 
hold waste site. 

Residents in Tonbridge 
and Mailing can get their 
unwanted real Christmas 
trees composted by leav¬ 
ing them in or next to 
their green-lidded bin. 

The trees should have 
all their decorations 
removed and be broken 
down to ensure that no 
branches are thicker 
than three inches or 
more than two feet in 
length. 

They can then be 
shredded at the com¬ 
posting centre. Any 
tree up to six feet in 
length and with a 
trunk up to three 
inches in diameter 
can be left out whole for collection. Trees 
longer or wider than that should be cut into 
smaller sections. 

Sevenoaks District Council said residents 
who want to dispose of their tree, for free, in 
an environmentally friendly way can use 


the fortnightly garden waste collection serv¬ 
ice up to and including January 31. 

The service will collect Christmas trees 
with trunks less than 89mm (3.5in) wide 
from the boundary of properties in the dis¬ 
trict on scheduled waste collection days. 

Trees should be put out by 7am and have 
all decorations, pots and stands removed. 

Bigger trees can be taken to one of Kent 
County Council’s household recycling sites 
for composting. 

Cllr Aril Hunter, the council’s cabinet 
member with responsibility for recycling, 
said: “Our tree recycling scheme is the 
trouble-free way of disposing of a 
Christmas tree. 

“Not only is it convenient and free, 
the trees will be turned into environ¬ 
mentally friendly compost.” 

As Christmas and new year cel¬ 
ebrations also generate large 
volumes of glass, residents can 
take glass bottles and jars - 
along with any unwanted 
clothing, shoes, books and 
CDs - to one of the dis¬ 
trict’s more than 40 recy¬ 
cling sites. 

Christmas trees can 
also be recycled at 
KCC’s household 
waste centres at North 
Farm, Tunbridge 
Wells; Sundridge. 
Sevenoaks; and Tovil, 
Maidstone. 

Residents can also 
recycle other rubbish 
generated over the 
festive season 

including cardboard, 
Christmas cards and leftover food in their 
green bin. Glass bottles and jars and plastic 
bottles can be taken to recycling banks. 

• For more details , click on www.tun- 
bridgewells.gov. uk, www.tmbc.gov. uk 
or www.sevenoaks.gov.uklrecycling. 



Family pride as youngster 
helps save his father’s life 


A YOUNG boy has been presented with a 
bravery certificate after his quick-thinking 
saved his father’s life. 

Jake Bridger, eight, from Hawkhurst, was 
in the bath when he heard a loud thump and 
ran to the bedroom. There he found his 
father, Steve, slumped over a chair and mak¬ 
ing a “strange noise”. 

Mr Bridger, 43, had suffered a brain haem¬ 
orrhage. Jake alerted neighbours quickly, 
who then dialled 999. 

South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS 
Trust said Jake’s actions had saved his 
father’s life and presented the youngster with 
a certificate at his school, Sandhurst Primary. 

Ambulance technician Shirley Bellhouse, 
who attended the emergency on September 
23, last year, said: “This was a very serious 
emergency and without Jake’s quick action, 
Steve wouldn’t be here today. 

“He was very calm and couldn’t do more to 
assist us in helping his dad. He was able to 
provide us with all the information we need¬ 


ed, including his dad’s medical history.” 

Mr Bridger was taken to Conquest 
Hospital in Hastings before being trans¬ 
ferred to St George’s Hospital, Tooting, in a 
critical condition. He remained there for 
three weeks before being transferred to the 
William Harvey in Ashford. 

Ms Bellhouse said: “I’m amazed that Steve 
has pulled through this. He was very serious¬ 
ly ill and owes his life to Jake. His family 
should feel very proud. As this case high¬ 
lights, it’s so important that parents teach 
their children what to do in an emergency. 

‘We advise parents to teach children their 
home address and telephone number, as well 
as a grandparent or neighbour’s phone num¬ 
ber. It could mean the difference between life 
and death.” 

Jake’s grandfather, Rhydian Jones, said: 
“We are absolutely amazed at how calm Jake 
has been throughout this ordeal. 

“He has given us all strength through some 
very dark times.” 


Burst pipes alert Treeby cell death 
after Arctic blast inquest adjourns 


CHECK your pipes is the advice to 
householders after the thaw from 
December’s icy blast led to a sharp rise 
in reports of bursts. 

Tom Stringer, the AA’s head of home 
rescue, said: “A burst pipe is one of the 
worst home emergencies because of the 
damage it can cause to furniture, decora¬ 
tion and the structure of your property. 

“If the pipes in your loft or any other 
exposed areas are not insulated, they 
can freeze quickly in sub-zero temper¬ 
atures. It’s worth getting up there and 
checking the insulation is adequate 
and in place. 

“A tiny gap can still cause that sec¬ 
tion of pipe to freeze, particularly if it’s 
in a draught.” 


AN INQUEST into the death of killer Bill 
Treeby has been opened and adjourned. 

Treeby, of Queens Street, Paddock Wood, was 
found hanged in his cell at Elmley Prison, on 
the Isle of Sheppey, on December 12. 

He had been convicted of the murder of his 
brother, Jack Treeby, in a trial at Maidstone 
Crown Court two days earlier. 

His sons, George and Billy Jnr, also from 
Paddock Wood, are serving life sentences for 
the same crime. His wife, Charity, was jailed 
for her involvement in the family dispute. 

A Prison Service official said: “On Sunday, 
December 12, Bill Treeby was found hanging in 
his cell. Attempts were made to resuscitate him 
but he was pronounced dead. There will be an 
investigation by the prisons ombudsman.” 

The date of the full inquest has yet to be 
announced. 
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includes a car 
and up to 9 people 


£ 


travel by 31st March 


9 


...AND GET SIX 

’f ff If 

FREE BOTTLES 

k JMn 

OFJPCHENET 



PLUS BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 
ON FOOD COURT 
ENGLISH BREAKFAST 
OR FISH AND CHIPS 



POferries.com 

08712 22 01 22 


Expect more I P&O^EAFerries 


Calls cost lOp per minute plus network extras. Calls from mobiles will be higher. *Fare shown includes a £5.00 web discount. 
Supplement applies to Friday and Saturday departures. Bookings subject to restricted space and sailings. Excluded dates: 
18, 19, 26 and 27 February 2011. One case (6 bottles) of wine per qualifying car booking. Meal offer applies to one free Food 
Court meal (cooked breakfast up to 11am, fish and chips after) on outward sailings from Dover. Vouchers to claim onboard 
promotions issued at the check-in. P&O Ferries reserve the right to amend/withdraw the promotion without notice. Subject 
to full Promotional Conditions and P&O Ferries'Terms of Business, available at POferries.com. 


dover Calais • hull zeebrugge / rotterdam • cairnryan / troon larne • liverpool dublin 
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Car theft spree 
on same night 

POLICE are appealing for information 
after six cars parked in Edenbridge were 
damaged on the same night. 

Officers say a green Peugeot 106 in Field 
Drive, a green Rover 216 in Sorrell Close, a 
silver Honda Accord in Kingswood Place, a 
white BMW in Magpie Green, and a green 
Ford Escort in Hopgarden Close were all 
broken into or had their locks tampered 
with. A black BMW in Oxfield had scratch¬ 
es to its bonnet and driver’s side, and an 
iPod was taken from the Escort. 

Sergeant Richard O’Toole said: ‘We are 
appealing for anyone who may have seen 
suspicious behaviour overnight on 
December 21 or in the early hours of 
December 22 to call us.” 

Contact police on 01732 379217, or the 
free and confidential Crimestoppers line on 
0800 555111, if you can help. 

The right balance 

OLDER residents in Swanley and 
Edenbridge can join free classes to help 
improve balance and stability. 

Falls Prevention helps the over-60s with 
hourly exercises. The programme is for any¬ 
one who has a fear of falling, feels unstable 
or has a history of falls. Classes are on the 
following days, starting from Monday: 

Edenbridge: every Monday from 11.30am 
until 12.30pm, and every Friday from 2pm 
until 3pm, at Self Unlimited, Philippines 
Close. Transport may be available, at a 
small charge, for those wishing to attend. 

Swanley - every Wednesday from 11am 
until noon at the Age Concern Centre, High 
Street. There is no need to book, just turn up. 
Ring Sevenoaks council on 01732 227000 or 
e-mail healthyfiving@sevenoaks.gov.uk. 


Why Woolley flew in 
to help our hospice 


By JON COATES 

jon.coates@kosmedia.co.uk 


FRIENDS of the new chief execu¬ 
tive of Hospice in the Weald 
thought he had lost his senses 
when he resigned his commission 
with the RAF to take up a job in 
the voluntary sector. 

But the thought of simply seeing out time 
and retiring at the age of 55 has never been 
the style of Rob Woolley. 

Growing up as the son and grandson of 
South Yorkshire miners, he left school aged 15 
and followed them down the pit. 

But he wanted more and took six O-levels 
while working at the mine, so he could escape 
into the RAF Medical Services when he was 
21, where he did A-levels and a psychology 
degree, followed by a MBA and MSc. 

Mr Woolley, who is now 54, spent 18 years 
serving all over the world, rising to the rank of 
squadron leader, with stints in the Gulf, the 
Falkland Islands and Bosnia. 

With different postings within RAF Medical 
Services came a broad knowledge of many 
areas of health provision, including purchas¬ 
ing supplies in a large hospital, organising pri¬ 
mary healthcare and aerial medical evacua¬ 
tions. But during a posting at Manston in 
Thanet he started doing voluntary work and 




“My father had a stroke 
recently. Whitehead 
Monckton helped me sell 
his home so he could move 
in to a care home and sort 
/ out payment of his care 
costs with minimal fuss. 
They also made sure his 
finances are now protected 
for his ongoing benefit.” 

...whatever life throws at you 

we will help protect your family 


TOP FLIGHT: Rob Woolley is the new chief 
executive of Hospice in the Weald 

quickly found he was enjoying this more than 
“the day job”. 

Mr Woolley said: “RAF Medical Services is 
very good for getting an inside knowledge into 
all different areas of healthcare. 

“As a young man the travel is exciting, but as 
you get older it’s less attractive and I would 
come back from a posting in Bosnia and think, 
What was that all about?’. 

“To make a difference in the voluntary 
sector is far more tangible and rewarding 
than some of the military stuff you do.” 

He added: “I could have stayed fat, dumb 
and happy and taken a pension when I was 
55. People thought I was crazy to resign my 
commission and move out. 

“But the power of the voluntary sector 
was the pull for me and the feeling of satis¬ 


faction you get from working in it. It’s about 
living your own fife and not worrying about 
pensions or what’s coming next.” 

After working for charities in Medway, 
London, and Guildford, while living in 
Wrotham, he became chief executive of 
Kent Children’s Fund, but a dream move 
back home to the North beckoned, so he 
took charge of Trinity Hospice in Blackpool, 
Lancashire - with surprising consequences. 

Mr Woolley said: “During the journey, my 
wife and I realised that Kent was actually 
our home after 30 years of thinking about 
going back North. 

‘We were very homesick for Kent, so 
when the job came up at Hospice in the 
Weald I jumped at the opportunity.” 

He has spent the last few weeks getting to 
grips with how the hospice is run and the 
big patch. 

Mr Woolley said: “Most people do not 
know that our services are free and only 10 
to 12 per cent of our funding comes from the 
primary care trust. 

“There are real pockets of deprivation and 
isolation in west Kent. The elderly really 
need visits from our community nursing 
teams, so it’s not just about inpatient serv¬ 
ices at the hospice. 

“The message we have to get across is 
that people come in and get help and then 
go home. It is about learning to five with a 
condition, it is about living until you die and 
not just coming here to die. 

“Hospices care for cancer patients but 
also a range of life-threatening conditions. 
They have a role to play in the community, 
which is why we need people to help raise 
£4 million a year to fund our services. 

‘We need more volunteers in the commu¬ 
nity as well as helping in our shops. We 
have some great shops in this area but 
struggle for volunteers. And we also need 
more corporate partnerships.” 



call us free on 0800 996 1292 

Whitehead Mon<&ton 


Lawyers and Investment Managers 


www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority Whitehead Monckton 59423. Authorised ar 


I Regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 


Maidstone 

t. 01622 698000 

Tenterden 

t. 01580 765722 


QUIDS IN: Representatives of the nine groups which received cheques from the police 

A fair cop for charities 


CHARITIES and community groups have 
received cheques totalling £4,500 from the Kent 
Police Property Fund. 

The nine organisations from west Kent each 
received £500 from the fund, which comes from 
the sale or auction of unclaimed police property. 

Chief Superintendent Tony Thomas, area 
commander for the west of the county, who 
presented the cheques, said: “It was a pleasure 
to meet the representatives and I was proud to 
be able to make donations that will help them 
carry on their fantastic work.” 

Organisations that benfited included Play 
Place INOV8, which provides children’s and 
young people’s clubs in Kemsing and Otford; 


Sevenoaks 8-12 Project; Age Concern in 
Edenbridge; Compaid, a Tunbridge Wells- 
based charity for disabled people; and Home 
Start, which supports families. 

Cheques were also accepted by Dyslexia 
Action in Tonbridge; and Kings Hill Parish 
Council for its skate park project. 

A donation also went towards buying camp¬ 
ing equipment for the 2374 (Ditton) Squadron 
Air Training Corps so cadets can complete the 
expedition section of their Duke of Edinburgh 
scheme awards. 

Rural Age Concern in Darenth Valley also 
received money to provide services for the eld¬ 
erly in Swanley. 
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JANUARY SALE 



Warm your hearts this Winter 

with a trip to the Ripples January sale. 

12 Union Square Eridge Road The Pantiles Tunbridge Wells TN4 8HE 
Tel 01892 617462 

Brighton 01273 841228 Reigate 01737 226450 


bathrooms by 

Ripples 


Award winning showrooms nationwide 


www. ripples. ltd .uk 
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Novel reinvention of 
great leader’s demon 



By JANE CONNOLLY 


westkent@kosmedia.co.uk 


CHURCHILL’S famous ‘black dog’ 
takes a very literal form in the hit 
new book, Mr Chartwell. 

Rebecca Hunt’s debut novel tells a highly 
original story in which a huge black Labrador 
gives a solid form to the late Prime Minister’s 
well-known depression. 

Set in Kent and London in 1964, the book 
explores the idea of depression being a living, 
breathing entity which is able to visit 
Churchill and others at will. 

Mr Chartwell drops in on Churchill as he 
prepares to retire from politics, but the dog 
also makes the acquaintance of a House of 
Commons library clerk who is grieving after 
the death of her husband. Both must struggle 
to escape the hold of the enigmatic black dog 
while trying to move forward with their lives. 

A trained painter living in London, Hunt 
claimed she had no ambition to become a nov¬ 
elist before the intriguing idea for Mr 
Chartwell suddenly occurred to her one day 
as she walked home from work. 

“It’s strange, because the central premise of 



the black dog being an independent character 
appeared out of nowhere,” she said. “I was so 
taken with it, with the possibilities and I 
thought about it constantly. The central idea 
was there and I could see that although it was 
unusual, there was a way of using it to talk 
about themes on a deeper level.” 


Churchill bought his long-time family 
home, Chartwell, near Westerham, for the 
views across the Weald and paying a visit to 
his much-loved residence was an essential 
part of Hunt’s research. 

“I visited Chartwell to see what was hap¬ 
pening there and get a feel for the place,” she 


said. “You can read forever about somebody 
but when you walk the grounds they walked 
and see where they ate and slept, it gives you 
a different sense of them. 

“Seeing his desk, the wallpaper he passed 
every day and the view he must have looked 
at as he was working, brings him nearer and 
makes him real.” 

Critics have described the novel as comic 
and quirky, but with a real sense of menace to 
Mr Chartwell’s brooding presence. 

Taking the metaphorical black dog and 
making him real provided a way for depres¬ 
sion to have its own voice. 

“If depression was an actual character that 
can walk and talk and provoke, it enabled me 
as a writer to get deeper into something that 
is isolating to people,” she said. “One thing 
about having depression is that you don’t talk 
about it. But if it can talk to you, thoughts and 
feelings get translated as dialogues. Even if 
it’s not the most usual method, it’s a way of 
engaging with those themes as a writer.” 

In order to distil depression into a tangible 
character, Hunt, 31, talked extensively to her 
family and friends, using their experiences of 
the dark side of life to help shape the charac¬ 
ter of Mr Chartwell. 

“I didn’t do much research on depression 
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Have you had a 
trip, slip or fall? 


If you've had a trip, slip or fall and want 
to make a NO WIN NO FEE claim call 


free on 0800 804 6012 or visit 


www.KentCompensation.com 


KentCompensation.com 

Getting you the compensation you deserve 

KentCompensation.com is owned and operated by Whitehead Monckton. 
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MR CHARTWELL: Rebecca Hunt’s novel 
gives form to Churchill’s ‘black dog’ 

because I wasn’t writing a medical book or 
professing myself to be a specialist in men¬ 
tal illness,” she said. “What I did do was to 
talk to the people in my life about it, about 
what it was to experience it and go through 
that time. 

“I researched people’s real experiences, 
empathising and extending their experi¬ 
ences to turn them into a fictional story. 

“In no way is it representative of anyone 
I know, but I wanted it to be an honest 
depiction of my understanding. I didn’t 
want to say, ‘this is how everyone feels’. 
That was the best way of doing it because 
there is no universal feeling.” 

Although Churchill’s battle with depres¬ 
sion is common knowledge now, British 
people at the time appear to have been less 
aware of it and more concerned with 
Churchill’s professional life than his per¬ 
sonal issues. 

Private lives 

“I think times were very different then 
and the media was very different,” Hunt 
said. “Nowadays, if you are prominent polit¬ 
ically, you are going to be analysed every 
which way, not just for your political deci¬ 
sions but also your wife, husband, children, 
the transport you use, even your level of 
attractiveness. 

“The media didn’t operate like that then, 
so we were not privy to people’s more per¬ 
sonal lives and it was not talked about in 
the press. It was the war effort and his 
political decisions that were talked about.” 

The idea for Mr Chartwell may have 
occurred out of the blue, but Hunt had 
always been intrigued by the gruff, stout 
man who led Britain to victory in World 
War Two and felt he would make a com¬ 
pelling character in her book. 

“He’s such an iconic and historic figure 
that he’s never far away. The interest was 
always there, but it grew as I read more 
about his life, career, family and the circum¬ 
stances that gave rise to various events,” 
she said. 

“He’s quite a controversial figure in some 
respects, because the war was obviously 
such a terrible thing with massive casual¬ 
ties. Britain was fighting for its life against 
Germany and the interest is limitless. 

“Although he is from the past, he’s still 
very contemporary and interesting. He is 
still relevant and he resonates.” 


It’s July 1964. In bed at home in 
Kent, Winston Churchill is waking 
up. There’s a visitor in the room, 
someone he hasn’t seen for a while, a 
dark, mute bulk, watching him with tortured 
concentration. It’s Mr Chartwell. 

In her terraced house in Battersea, Esther 



Hammerhans, young, vulnerable and alone, 
goes to answer the door to her new lodger. 
Through the glass she sees a vast silhouette 
the size of a mattress. It’s Mr Chartwell. 

Mr Chartwell is a huge, black dog. 

He is charismatic and dangerously 
seductive - as their lives are slowly drawn 


together, can the two 
people withstand his 
strange, powerful charms 
and strong hold? 

• The book is priced at 
£12.99 and 

published by Penguin. 
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Worry free means 
erything is included 



Free comprehensive insurance for two 
Irivers 

Free Parking 
Free Road tax 



Free Servicing and maintenance 

Free Replacement tyres 
and windscreen 

Free Breakdown Cover 

No Credit Check necessary 


Motability 

The leading car scheme for disabled people 


www.motability.co.uk 


Not sure if you qualify for a Motability car? Call 0800 953 4002 



Focus i .6 zetec sdr Galaxy 2.0 Zetec Diesel Focus Sport 5dr 1.6 

Petrol, Bluetooth Free Powershift Automatic Petrol, SD Satellite Navigation, 

Voice Control Bluetooth, USB Free 


Fiesta Zetec 5dr 

Petrol or Diesel 


Automatic or Manual 


NIL ADVANCE 

NIL ADVANCE 

£1650 ADVANCE 

£100 ADVANCE 

PAYMENT 

PAYMENT 

PAYMENT 

PAYMENT 


Honda 

Honda crv 

Mazda 3 

Mazda 6 

Jazz 1.2 ES 

2.0 SE Manual 

1.6 TS 5dr 

1.8i TS 



NIL ADVANCE 

£4399 ADVANCE 

NIL ADVANCE 

£695 ADVANCE 

PAYMENT 

PAYMENT 

PAYMENT 

PAYMENT 


Use your higher rate mobility component living allowance or the war pensioners mobility supplement 


HOME VISITS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 


FACT FILE 


THE legendary leader was plagued 
with depression for much of his life. 
Despite his success as a politician, he 
was the victim of numerous bouts of 
depression, a curse he described to 
friends and family as his ‘black dog’. 

It is believed the statesman suffered 
bipolar - manic depression. 

However, scholars researching 
Churchill’s achievements often point to 
this being a key spur in his desire to 
achieve and lead effectively. 


Invicta M 

For a better motoring ex[ 

H! Motability 

The leading car scheme for disabled people ^ 

otor? 

:erience 

'A GO ONLINE ’ 
WAND... 

0 Get your vehicle valued. 
0 Book your Service. 
0View live videos of 
our stock 

0View over 3000 vehicles 
in group stock 

Ford Ashford 

Orbital Park, Ashford 
"\ TN24 OHT 

^ Tel: 0844 856 0392 

^ ^ Ford Canterbury 

59 Sturry Road, 
Canterbury CT11DR 

Tel: 0844 856 4129 

Ford Thanet 

Margate Road, Thanet 
Westwood, CT12 6SJ 

Tel: 0844 856 4132 

P* Mazda Tunbridge Wells Dowding Way, 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3DS 

Tel: 0844 844 7008 

P* Mazda Maidstone Sutton Road, 

Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9NW 

Tel. 0844 844 7004 

Honda Maidstone Sutton Road, 
u j Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9NW 

Tel: 0844 844 7003 

Honda Tunbridge Wells Dowding Way, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3DS 

Tel: 0844 844 7007 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK MON-FRI 8.30am-7.00pm SAT 8.30am-5.30pm SUN 10.00am-4.00pm 


Offer valid on cars from Invicta Motors .YFord Cars only. 
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Warner Bembridge Coast Hotel, Isle of Wight - Over 40s only 



Friday, January 14,2011 


Our Winter Warmer Party - for over 40s only - is at Bembridge 
Coast, Warner’s luxury hotel on the Isle of Wight. Enjoy quality 
accommodation, good food, live nightly 
entertainment and a Free Bar. 

INCLUDES: Free Bar 3.30pm to 11pm Friday 
and 12noon to 11pm Saturday (& Sunday) - 
house beers, spirits & mixers, wine by the 
glass • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts • 

Entertainment every night • En-suite \ 

Ambassador room with TV, tea/coffee tray 
- upgrades available • Leisure facilities: Indoor 
pool & sauna • Return Car Ferry 


SELF-DRIVE 
2 or 3 NIGHTS , 
DRINKS-INCLUSIVE 
from 

£l49pp 

Quote WB 1 


»uth Winter D< 

at the centrally-located Suncliff & Cliffeside Hotels 


Arrive: Mondays, January 3,10,17, 
24 & 31, 2011 (4 or 7 nights) 
or Fridays, January 7,14, 21 & 28, 
2011 (3 or 7 nights) 


Join us for a Winter Warmer break in 
Bournemouth where the weather is milder 
and the outlook brighter. Stay at the 
Cliffeside or Suncliff Hotel, nicely located in 
the East Cliff area, just a 10-minute walk to the 
resort's vibrant centre, award winning gardens 
and pier. Enjoy Half-Board accommodation 
and at least 2 nights’ entertainment (4 nights 
on a 7-night stay). 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

• 3, 4 or 7 nights sharing a twin or 
double-bedded en-suite room 

• Breakfast & dinner each day 

• At least 2 nights’ entertainment 
(4 nights on a 7-night stay) 


SELF-DRIVE* 

3 NIGHTS £89pp\ 

4 NIGHTS £II5pn 
7 NIGHTS £I89pp , 
Quote BC1-K0S (Cliffeside), 

Quote BS1-K0S 
(Suncliff) 


Warner Bembridge Coast Hotel, Isle of Wight - Over 50s only 

Friday, February 25,2011 

Join us for a party where the name of the game is fun. 
We’re rekindling the 70s & 80s when Abba’s songs were 
on everyone’s Ups. 

PRICE INCLUDES: FREE drinks from 3.30pm to 11pm Friday, 
12noon to 11pm Saturday & Sunday. Includes house beers & 
spirits, house wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers, 
tea & coffee • Dinners & Breakfasts • Mamma Mia movie 
screening • Abba Tribute Band • Variety 

self-drive 

entertainment • En-suite Ambassador 3 NIGHTS 
room with TV, tea/coffee tray - DRINKS-INCLUSIVE 

upgrades available • Leisure facilities: c239pp j 

Quote / 

Indoor pool & sauna • Return Car Ferry MW2-KOS S 



Mamma Mia Party 

Warner Bodelwyddan Castle, North Wales - Over 50s only 



Friday, March 25,2011 

Join us for a unique Mamma Mia Party - for over 50s 
only - in beautiful North Wales. Warner’s 
Bodelwyddan Castle Hotel will resound to the sights 
and sounds of Abba. Enjoy free drinks and nightly 
entertainment including a screening of Mamma Mia 
the Movie and an Abba tribute act. 

INCLUDES: Free Bar 6pm to 11pm daily - house beers, 
spirits & mixers, wine by the glass • Entertainment 
including a Mamma Mia the Movie 
screening and Abba tribute act • 

3 dinners & 3 breakfasts • En- 
suite Ambassador room with 
TV, tea/coffee tray - upgrades 
available 


SELF-DRIVE 
„ 3 NIGHTS , 

drinks inclusive 

f299p p 

Quote BC3 


Corinth Canal, Greek Isles & Istanbul 

Escorted Rail-Cruise - afternoon departure from London 

Departures: May 5 June 14, September 2 & October 2,2011 



IHlSEgE* 

riflHF 




PORTS OF CALL: 

• Embark France - Marseilles • Italy - Genoa • Greece - 
Katakolon, Santorini, Mykonos, Piraeus & Corinth Canal 

• Turkey - Istanbul • Sicily - Messina • Disembark Marseilles 
INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at London St Pancras 

• Daytime rail travel: London-Marseille- 

London 12 DAYS 

• Overnight stay in Lille or Paris CD/tu 

outbound rKOM 

• 10 night Full Board cruise on the 
Louis Coral 

• All transfers abroad 

• Full ABTA financial protection 



£I149i 


Quote 

CG-KOS 


Escorted Rail-Cruise - afternoon departure from London 



Departures: March 12 & November 12, 2011 
PORTS OF CALL: 

• Embark France - Marseilles • Malta - Valletta • Egypt - 
Alexandria & Port Said • Israel - Ashdod • Cyprus - 
Limassol • Crete - Heraklion • Italy - Naples & Genoa 

• Disembark in Marseilles 
INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at London St Pancras 

• Daytime rail travel: London- 

Marseille-London 14 DAYS 

• Overnight stay in Lille or Paris M r a 

outbound 

• 12 night Full Board cruise on 

the Louis Majesty ^ ■ w ^ 7pp j 

• All transfers abroad Quote ME-K 

• Full ABTA financial protection 


Menton Lemon Festival & Nice Carnival 

Escorted Holiday by Rail - afternoon departure from London 



Departs February 20, 2011 

Join us for a colourful break on the French and Italian Rivieras 
including visits to Menton Lemon Festival Garden of Lights 
and Nice Carnival Flower Parade. Enjoy Free Drinks every 
night at the hotel in Diano Marina and return rail travel 
between London and Nice in the south of France. 

INCLUDED: 

• Champagne check-in at London St Pancras • Escorted 
throughout • Afternoon departure on Eurostar to Lille 

• 1 night hotel B&B in Lille • TGV rail travel to Nice 

• 4 nights in Diano Marina at the Piccolo Hotel with 4 
buffet breakfasts & 4 dinners with free wine 

& water PLUS Free tea/coffee daily, PLUS , ~ | 

nightly Free bar - house ® DAYS . 
wine/beers/spirits 6pm to 12midnight ^Ivll ALL-INCLUSIVE) 

• 1 evening with entertainment f £QO 

• Included excursions • Return rail travel 

to London • All transfers abroad • Full ^uote LM2-K05 
ABTA financial protection 


Tuscany & Viareggio Carnival 

Escorted Holiday by Rail - afternoon departure from London 



Departs March 4, 2011 

Come with us to Viareggio - home to Italy’s most spectacular 
carnival with colourful floats featuring huge papier-mache 
puppets. We also visit Pisa, Lucca, Florence and San Gimignano. 
Travel by rail each way: From London to Paris, then overnight to 
Florence in private cabins. 

INCLUDED: 

• Champagne check-in at London St. Pancras (1 glass of 
Champagne or 1 tea/coffee or orange juice) 

• Escorted throughout • Afternoon departure on Eurostar to 
Paris • Paris to Florence on Artesia overnight sleeper in a 2- 
berth cabin - outbound and return • 5 nights at 

the 3 star Hotel Kyrton in Forte dei Marmi • 5 
breakfasts and 3 dinners • 1 Tuscan dinner 
with live music • Entrance to the Circuit 
Parade in Viareggio • Guided tour of 
Florence • Included excursions • Return rail 
travel to London • All transfers abroad • Full 
ABTA financial protection 


8 DAYS . 
PART HALF BOARD' 

*999p p 

Quote TV3-KOS 



Call 




for bookings and information 


Holidays offered by Gl\l Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: sales@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 
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By NICK AMES 


nick.ames@kosmedia.co.uk 


BEEKEEPERS have welcomed 
news of a breakthrough in the fight 
against the blood-sucking varroa 
mite parasite - but with reserva¬ 
tions about its effectiveness. 

For 20 years it has ruthlessly attacked hives 
- wiping out millions of bees and bringing mis¬ 
ery to honey producers. 

The bug drills a hole in the honey bee’s back 
and drinks its blood while injecting viruses to 
suppress the bee’s immune system, leaving it 
vulnerable to disease. 

Attempts to wipe it out failed as the mite 
became increasingly resistant to chemicals. 

Now researchers have developed a new tech¬ 
nique that turns off genes in the pest’s DNA, 
forcing the bugs to self-destruct. 

Although the treatment is still experimen¬ 
tal, it could eventually kill the mites without 
harming bees. 

To tackle the pest, bee researchers har¬ 
nessed a method called RNA interference. 


All 


warfare on parasites 


KILLER: The varroa mite has 
been linked to colony collapse 
disorder, which kills whole hives 




RNA is a chemical cousin of DNA and helps 
carry genetic messages around cells. 

The technique involves putting small pieces 
of RNA into an organism which silence a par¬ 
ticular gene. 

“This sounds extremely good news and looks 
like it could be the way forward,” said Jamie 
Collins, who manages the hives at Kencol 
Farm Apiaries in Staplehurst “This is a real 
problem which needs to be tackled and it has 
been going on for some time.” 

In England alone, the bee population has 
shrunk by 54 per cent since the 1980s as a 
result of the varroa mite, pesticides, indus¬ 
trial farming and disease. 

Farmers say the decline could 
be disastrous because bees are 
vital for pollinating crops and 
are worth an estimated £200 
million to farming each year. 

Dr Alan Bowman of the 
University of Aberdeen, who 
led the study, said the tech¬ 
nique fooled the immune sys¬ 


tem of the parasite into attacking itself. 

“This can target the mite in the hive,” he 
said. “It would be completely selective - it 
wouldn’t target the bees or affect any other 
pollinating insects, such as ladybirds.” 

But Julian Audsley, secretary of Canter¬ 
bury Beekeepers group said: “The scientists 
are doing a great job but I have to wonder 
how effective this treatment will be. The 
parasite has survived for a long time so I 
am not sure it will just self-destruct. It 
must be very robust. 

'We often hear of new developments in 
this area but they then turn out to be inef¬ 
fective. So we shall have to wait and see.” 

Joyce Collins, who runs Kencol Apiary, 


Pubs to help pay for 
community policing 


By JOE BILL 


LATE-night pubs and clubs could be forced 
to pay extra fees to help fund the policing 
of drinkers. 

Councils will have the right to ask estab¬ 
lishments which operate after midnight to 
help pay for law enforcement as well as taxi 
marshals and street wardens. 

The Home Office has released figures 
showing that 21 per cent of violent incidents 
occur near a pub or club, and that is why it is 
bringing in the ‘multiplier’ charge for premis¬ 
es that sell alcohol. 

The charge will be set on a sliding scale, 
depending on the size of the nightspot, and 
will range from a few hundred pounds for the 
smallest premises to £4,500 for the largest. 

The Home Office said: “This will ensure 
that larger pubs and clubs contribute more 
to the levy than restaurants and theatres 
which may serve alcohol, but are likely to 
have a smaller impact on late-night crime.” 

The Government confirmed the ‘law and 
order fee’ plans after the Police Reform and 
Social Responsibility Bill received its second 
reading in the House of Commons last week. 

But the Home Office was keen to say the 
new law did not tar all establishments with 
the same brush, and that each nightspot will 
be looked at on a case by case basis. 

Councils will however be able to exempt 
hotels that only serve their own customers, 
and if they are unlikely to contribute to polic¬ 
ing costs. 


CHARGES: Pubs open after midnight will 
pay a levy towards policing drunk people 


There are also ways for pubs to avoid pay¬ 
ing the full fee if they show efforts in reduc¬ 
ing the impact of their business on the com¬ 
munity. Examples of this include becoming a 
member of watchdog schemes like Best Bar 
None and Pubwatch. 

The Government added that “it hoped to 
avoid impacting on ‘community pubs’ by 
restricting the fees to establishments that 
are open after midnight”. 

Venues and businesses that want to avoid 
paying are also allowed to change their open¬ 
ing hours. 

Alcohol Concern chief, Don Shenker, 
backed the new plans, which could lower the 
cost of drink-related incidents to police. 

He said: “It is a waste of police time, plac¬ 
ing huge pressures on accident and emer¬ 
gency departments and the entire criminal 
justice system.” 



added: “When you tweak nature you don’t 
know what’s going to happen. In the States 
recently during crop spraying frogs were dying 
and no-one knew why. 

“It later transpired that the spray was caus¬ 
ing a chain reaction which killed off pond 
growth and allowed a parasite to flourish 
which was killing off the frogs. So messing 
with nature is something people should be 
very careful about doing.” 

Martin Smith, president of the British 


Beekeepers’ Association, said: “While research 
is at the early stage, we are pleased that work 
is being undertaken to try to control the var¬ 
roa mite, which remains the largest threat to 
beekeeping in this country. We look forward to 
seeing further work in this area.” 

The 2mm varroa mite looks like a brown 
crab and first arrived in Britain from the 
Continent in 1992. Its rise has been linked to 
the mysterious colony collapse disorder - 
where entire hives die off. 


We offer a wide range 
of business funding 
packages to help you 
with your growth plans' 


At NatWest we've made the commitment to 




support British businesses. A key part of this is 
to provide a wide range of lending packages 
to suit different business requirements. From 
short-term solutions such as overdraft facilities 
and invoice finance to longer-term financing 
including loans and mortgages, we work 
closely with you to support your growth plans. 
With our in-depth understanding of different 
sectors, we always look to provide the most 
appropriate lending solution for your business. 
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Interesting by-election 

As one of the five candidates for the 
Sherwood by-election, I would like to thank 
all those who voted on what was a very cold 
and icy Thursday 

Although the one in five turnout was low, 
despite the bad weather it was still not 
much less than in some local council elections 
normally held in May 

More importantly, local people were able to 
voice their concerns and learn more about 
key issues affecting them, ranging from the 
proposed civic centre redevelopment in the 
town centre to the controversial Sherwood 
Vision scheme. 

We had the most extraordinary situation 
of the official Conservative candidate 
portraying himself as the opposition to 
his own council leader, Roy Bullock, and his 
hair-brained plans for both the town centre 
and the Sherwood estate. 

More tellingly, in the very week of the 
by-election, we had a glossy official pamphlet 
delivered across the estate from the borough 
council and housing association promising that 
our green and open spaces on Sherwood are 
now safe, in contrast to previous suggestions. 

However, local residents will have to 
see whether these pledges are worth the 
expensive paper they are printed on, 
given the current crisis within the local 
Conservative-run borough council, where 
policy seems to be made up on the hoof. 

Dr Alan Bullion, Tunbridge Wells 

No calming measures 

With reference to your article on the traffic 
flow in the North Farm retail park. 

The traffic issues are not new since the 
arrival of the M&S development; it was 
completely inadequate before and an 
improved road/travel scheme should have 
been negotiated as part of the latest deal. 

The council seems woefully inadequate at 
managing commercial development of our 


voice heard 


Make your 

WE WELCOME your comments and 
letters for publication. 

Please send correspondence to: The 
Editor, One Media/Archant KOS Media, 
Kenwood House, 1 Upper Grosvenor 
Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 2EL 
Please include your name and 
address, although these will be with¬ 
held in exceptional circumstances. 

Please also include a daytime tele¬ 
phone number for verification (this 


will not be published). We reserve the 
right to edit letters. 

Missed last week’s paper and want 
to know what sparked the debate? 

Then access back issues online with 
our award-winning e-editions. 

Simply visit www.kentnews.co.uk 
and click on the paper at the top of 
the screen. 

You can access all KOS Media’s other 
titles this way too. 


retail offering. The shopping experience is 
ruined due to the traffic and you only have to 
attempt to get out of the new M&S car park 
to experience poorly designed traffic control 
leading to highly dangerous driving. 

I wouldn’t consider shopping in North Farm 
on the weekend. I can get to Bluewater more 
quickly and easily - and I live in St Johns. 

Keep up the pressure on KCC please. 

Gail Parker, Tunbridge Wells 

Third Sector rewards 

The Government’s imaginative proposals to 
improve the finances of charities [by allowing 
donations to be made at cash points and 
when using debit cards], decimated by the 
recession, could be an excellent way of 
breathing new life into the Third Sector - if 
the money raised could be fairly distributed. 

The idea would also help to rehabilitate the 
banks in the eyes of right-thinking people. 

However, even more could be achieved 
if the Government could win trade union 
cooperation to encourage jobless people to 
volunteer for charitable works without losing 
their unemployment benefit. 

Working for others is the best way of 
achieving high levels of self-esteem, which in 
turn is the basis of long-term employment. 


Tom Pey, chief executive, Royal London 
Society for Blind People, Seal, near Sevenoaks 



JWe’re preparing fob 
\H year to remember) 


Big screen madness 


Quite how the council can justify splashing 
out so much public money on marketing the 
Olympic Games coming to London next year 
is bizarre. 

We have just emerged from a year during 
which Tunbridge Wells Borough Council told 
us non-stop how tight money was and how 
difficult it would be to keep services and jobs, 
yet now there could suddenly be more than 
£200,000 made available? 

Yes, I’m sure big screens would be lovely to 
watch the action. But it’s on the TV isn’t it? 

And providing free sports for the year? 
Great. But why? Why not just reduce the 
prices for three years so it could be more 


affordable, for a longer time, rather than just 
a rather obvious effort to get people hooked 
for a free trial period, and then get them to 
cough up full price a few months later? 

As for street parties? Does anyone do these 
anymore? Really? 

I’m a big supporter of the 2012 Games, but 
I do think the council needs to think long 
and hard about this before pledging such 
large sums of public money given the current 
economic situation. 

T Vine, Tunbridge Wells 

Celebrate 2012 Games 

What a great idea to celebrate the 2012 
Olympics. As a sporting extravaganza, and a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience for us to be 
hosting the event, I fully support any effort to 
engage with communities and the young and 
old alike. 

Jenny Ashford, Tonbridge 


LETTERS CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 


VOTE NOW... 


EACH week we’ll be giving you the chance to 
make your voice heard on a major issue. 

This week, we want to know what your new 
year’s resolution is as we go into 2011. 

So the question is simply this: What is your 
new year’s resolution? 

There are a range of options open to you - 
simply make your choice by logging on to one of 
our websites at www.yourtunbridgewells.co.uk, 
www.yourtonbridge.co.uk or www.yourse- 
venoaks.co.uk. 

LAST WEEK’S POLL 

Where did you do the majority of your Christmas 
shopping last year? 

• Local town centre - 21 per cent 

• Online - 22 per cent 

• Bluewater -18 per cent 

• Out of town retail park -19 per cent 

• Village stores -18 per cent 
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A handy way of keeping 
up to date with Kent News 
no matter where you are 


Download the FREE iPhone and iPad APP 


Stay up to date with 
live breaking news 
and video streams, 
plus search for jobs, 
motors or properties. 


You can download the new 
Kent News iPhone and iPad app 
for FREE from the iTunes store. 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES 
AND DEATHS 

Including family announcements in partnership 
with the Kent registration service 


To register Births, Marriages and Deaths contact the Kent registration service on 0845 824 7400 

For advertising announcement enquiries telephone Kent on Sunday on 01303 817150 


BIRTHS 

BROWN 

Liz Healey and Chris 
Brown of Margate 
celebrate the birth of 
their son Harvey Allan 
Brown on 1st December 
2010. 

BUTCHER 

Maizie May born on 9th 
December 2010, 
weighing 91bs 3.5ozs. 
Daughter to Elizabeth 
and Jonathan in 
Margate. 

CHIMA 

Ranjit and Sundip 
celebrate the birth of 
their son Harshaan 
Singh on 4th December 
2010. 

COOPER-BROCK 

Kirsty and Daniel of 
Margate are delighted to 
announce the birth of 
their beautiful daughter 
Macie Helen Cooper- 
Brock, born on 23rd 
December 2010, 
weighing 81b 5oz. 
Mummy and Daddy’s 
special little angel. 

DAWES 

Graham Dawes and 
Joanne Laker would like 
to announce the birth of 
their daughter Evie 
Anna on the 1st 
December 2010 at 
Ashford Hospital 
weighing 71b. A beautiful 
new sister to Olivia 
Chloe Dawes. 

DHILLON 

Abigail and Jagminder 
are delighted to 
announce the birth 
of their beautiful daugh¬ 
ter Nelly Kaur Dhillon, 
born on 27th December 
2010, weighing 81b 
14.5oz. 

FAWCUS 

Charlotte Helen Carol 
born on 10th December 
2010, weighing 61b 15oz. 


Daughter to Neil and 
Helen Fawcus in 
Maidstone. 

FRASER 

Julie and Donald are 
proud to announce the 
birth of their beautiful 
son Joe David Andrew 
Fraser, born at The 
Queen Elizabeth Queen 
Mother Hospital on 22nd 
December 2010, 
weighing 71b 8oz. 

Brother to big sister 
Millieann. 

GILES 

Aidan Peter David Giles 
born on 25th December 
2010, weighing 61b 13oz. 
Son to Adrian and 
Maureen Giles in 
Headcorn. 

HAIGH 

Christopher and Donna 
Haigh celebrate the birth 
of their son Harvey 
Christopher Haigh on 
5th December 2010. 

LAMBERTON 

Richard and Carley of 
Canterbury are pleased 
to announce the safe 
arrival of Florence Rose 
Lamberton on 3rd 
December. A little sister 
for Jacob James 
Lamberton. 

NEWCOMBE 

Joshua Charles born on 
22nd December 2010 
weighing 81b 8oz, son to 
Helen and Jim 
Newcombe of Kings Hill, 
West Mailing. 

PEARCE 

Thomas Samuel born on 
13th December 2010, 
weighing 71b 4oz. Son to 
Stuart and Natalie, 
brother to Lucia in 
Aylesford. 

PITHERS 

Lissa and Terry Pithers 
celebrate the birth of 
their son Leo Rhys 
Pithers on 11th 
December 2010. 


WALLACE 

Chloe Louise born on 
29th November 2010 
weighing 81b 8oz. 
Daughter to Pauline and 
Tony Wallace in Dartford. 


DEATHS 

ALLEGRETTI 

In loving memory of 
Kathleen Allegretti who 
passed away on 27th 
December 2010 at 100 
years of age from her 
beloved daughter 
Giulietta and 
granddaughters Davina, 
Emma and Cheryl, 
together with great 
grandchildren Kerri- 
Ann, Charlotte, 

Mercedes, Jack and 
Connor, and great great 
grandson Kay den. 
Forever in our hearts. 

All funeral enquiries to 
Chittendens Funeral 
Services (01303 851456). 

BARTLETT 

Byron James Bartlett 
(BJ) of Dymchurch 
passed away on the 
30th December 2010. 
Enquiries to Hambrook 
and Johns 01303 266525. 

BERG 

Olive Winifred Berg died 
on 18th December 2010 
aged 89. Dearly loved 
mother of Marie and 
William, grandmother to 
Sara, Louise and Jeremy, 
great grandmother to 
Bethany, William, 
Isabelle and Oliver. 
Funeral service at 
Vinters Park 
Crematorium on Monday 
10th January 2.45pm. 

BROWN 

Joan Brown died 
peacefully on 20th 
December 2010. Funeral 
service at Vinters Park 
Crematorium on 
Thursday 6th January at 
10:15. 


BYNG-MADDICK 

Myra Joan Byng- 
Maddick died on the 
16th December 2010. 
Mother of Antony, 
Christopher and 
Susan. Grandmother 
of Nicholas, Simon, 
Samantha, Melissa, 
Matthew, and Rachel. 
Great-Grandmother to 
Max, Luke and Liam. 
Will be sadly missed 
by all. 

GOODWIN 

Percy Edmund 
Goodwin died 
peacefully on 19th 
December 2010. Dearly 
loved father of Bronya 
and Grandfather of 
William. Church 
service at Christchurch 
Church, Maidstone, at 
12.15pm followed by 
burial at Sutton Road 
Cemetary on 5th 
January 2011. Contact 
Michael A Lawrence 
Funeral Directors on 
01622 661678 for 
further details. 

HAINES 

Margaret, of Walmer, 
Deal, passed away on 
28th December 2010. 
She will be sadly 
missed by her 
daughter Maggie and 
partner Carmen, 
grandson David, 
granddaughter Kirsty, 
her three great 
grandsons, and all 
who knew and loved 
her. Sleep well Nanny. 

JANCIC 

Radmila Jancic died 
peacefully on 17th 
December 2010. Loving 
wife to Milovan, 
mother to Aleks and 
Antony and 
grandmother to Luka, 
Finlay, Gus, Phoebe, 
Hugo and Scout. 
Funeral enquiries to 
Welham Jones, 

Swanley 01322 619100. 


Nine months until 
this difficult birth 

If the health secretary agrees a September 
implementation of his decision to reconfig¬ 
ure Maidstone Hospital consultant-led 
maternity and children’s services to 
Pembury Hospital, there are concerns for 
residents of Tunbridge Wells and 
Tonbridge. 

The trust hopes this will bring 2,000-plus 
extra births a year to Pembury - a challenge 
in itself. But bigger birthing units more often 
have to divert for capacity reasons. 

Currently, such Pembury Hospital births 
are likely to be diverted to the closest suit¬ 
able hospital - Maidstone. 

But if Maidstone maternity and children’s 
wards are closed the nearest are Ashford, 
Medway, Dartford, Hastings and 
Eastbourne - what journeys for women in 
labour. 

Dennis Fowle, chairman, Maidstone Action 
for Services in Hospital', East Farleigh 

Make a difference 
in the New Year 

I am writing on behalf of the NSPCC in 
Kent to thank your readers for their 
support over the last 12 months. 

The NSPCC relies heavily on the 
support of local people to provide its 


services for children and their fami¬ 
lies and we appreciate the efforts peo¬ 
ple go to. I would also like to ask read¬ 
ers when thinking about New Year 
resolutions to consider helping the 
NSPCC make a difference to the lives 
of vulnerable children and young peo¬ 
ple in 2011. 

Whatever skills, talent or time people 
have available, the NSPCC could put 
them to good use to help support serv¬ 
ices such as ChildLine. 

This year we are making a special 
appeal to anyone who has secured a 
place in the London Marathon to con¬ 
sider running it in aid of the NSPCC. 

We can supply running vests, sponsor 
forms and training hints and tips to 
anyone able to help us in this way. To 
find out more about supporting the 
NSPCC, caR 01293 651840 or log on to 
www.nspcc.org.uk 

Rupa-Dey Amin, NSPCC 

Vaccine research 
depends on you 

Meningitis UK would like to thank everyone 
who supported us throughout 2010 - a year 
which saw exciting advances in the fight 
against meningitis. 

We have been amazed by people’s generos¬ 
ity and dedication despite the stresses and 
strains of the credit crunch. Money raised 
has supported our vital research projects 


out at universities throughout the country, all 
with the aim of wiping out meningitis 
through developing vaccines. 

Despite great advances in the last 20 years 
with vaccines for meningitis C, Hib and pneu¬ 
mococcal meningitis, there is still no vaccine 
for meningitis B - the most common form of 
the disease in the UK. 

About six families lose a loved one to the 
brain bug each week. 

Our Search 4 a Vaccine Campaign aims to 
raise £7 million to fund life-saving research 
into eradicating all forms of meningitis. The 
‘4’ signifies the devastating fact that meningi¬ 
tis can kill in under four hours. 

In the absence of a vaccine, we also distrib¬ 
ute material to raise awareness of the com¬ 
mon symptoms and the need to act quickly, 
which can mean the difference between life 
and death. 

To support Search 4 a Vaccine, call 
Meningitis UK on 0117 373 7373 or visit 
www.meningitisUK.org. 

Steve Dayman, chief executive, Meningitis UK 

Postcode Lottery a 
great leap forward 

I am writing to you to let you know 
about the fabulous news that the 
People’s Postcode Lottery has raised a 
massive £10 million for charities in the 
UK since launching three years ago. 

As CEO of Maggie’s Cancer Caring 
Centres - one of the People’s Postcode 
Lottery’s founding charity partners in 
Scotland and Wales and new charity 
partner in England - I would like to say 
a huge thank you to the People’s 
Postcode Lottery for their dedication to 
the development of charities across the 


country. Nearly £1.6 million is the 
astounding sum that Maggie’s centres 
have received from the People’s 
Postcode Lottery to date. This equates 
to the funding of about 50,000 visits to 
Maggie’s centres. 

Each of these people is facing the dev¬ 
astating consequences of cancer and is 
visiting the safe environment of a 
Maggie’s centre to seek free emotional 
and practical support to help them to 
build a life beyond cancer. 

This financial security awarded to us 
by our partnership with the People’s 
Postcode Lottery has given Maggie’s the 
freedom to launch new classes and 
courses in our centres; employ more 
cancer support specialists and psycholo¬ 
gists to deal with the growing number 
of people using our centres, and 
progress plans for future centres across 
the UK. 

The beauty of the People’s Postcode 
Lottery is that the funds are unrestrict¬ 
ed, so we can use it where it is really 
needed. I am sure each of the other 
charity partners will also have made 
crucial developments. 

We’ve all seen billboards for the 
People’s Postcode Lottery, but not every¬ 
one knows about the great work being 
done thanks to the generosity of this 
not-for-profit organisation. 

In particularly trying financial times, 
we should be prouder than ever of 
those, such as the players of the People’s 
Postcode Lottery, who help charities to 
function and to grow. 

On behalf of Maggie’s, I would like to 
say thank you for this ground-breaking 
leap forward for the UK’s charity sector. 

Laura Lee, CEO, 
Maggie's Cancer Caring Centres 


Insert your leaflet or brochure 
into any of our publications... 



...various options available, 
please ring for details. 
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W ADULT 
EDUCATION 




Apprentices benefit from 
contractor’s novel touch 


Tweet perfection 

ILLUSTRATION students from the 
University for the Creative Arts were enlisted 
to help with a new advertising campaign by 
Orange. 

The mobile telephone giant allowed 
customers to post descriptions of themselves 
on Twitter, with 165 lucky entrants receiving a 
free bespoke portrait created by the Maidstone 
students in return. 

“We looked at a variety of universities for 
this project and found the illustration degree 
at UCA Maidstone was one of the best,” said 
Martin Rose from the design agency Poke. 

“The standard of work has been fantastic 
and we’ve been really impressed with the 
amount of detail and effort the students have 
given to each and every request.” 

Brazilian exhibits 

AN EXHIBITION of work by the renowned 
sculptor Ana Maria Pacheco will open at the 
University of Kent this month. 

Entitled Shadows of the Wanderer, the 
Brazilian talent’s art will be displayed at the 
Canterbury campus’ Studio 3 Gallery from 
Monday, January 17 until Tuesday, May 17. 

The exhibition has been described by Galleries 
Magazine as “a major new sculptural work 
by perhaps the most powerful and original of 
significant artists practicing in this country”. 

It will be open weekdays between 9am-5pm. 

No holds barred 

A SINGLE mum from Shepway is among 
thousands to have benefited from a new gov¬ 
ernment-funded adult career service. 

Nicola Emden, from Hawkinge, near 
Folkestone, used the Next Step scheme when she 
wanted to return to work as a barrister. 

She said: “My adviser was fantastic and 
wrote me out an action plan, detailing the 
steps I needed to take. He helped me with a 
search of colleges and discussed which the best 
were for me.” 

Visit nextstep.direct.gov.uk for more infor¬ 
mation or call 0800 1954 700. 


A BUILDING firm’s innovative 
approach to apprenticeships has 
resulted in 10 young people 
being given a leg-up onto the 
career ladder, writes Steve Knight. 

Warings - the Portsmouth-based construc¬ 
tion company behind the Kent Library and 
History Centre in Maidstone - is asking any 
subcontractor working on the project for more 
than four months to take on an apprentice. 

There are five local firms that fulfil the 
criterion, and with Warings providing five 
apprentices itself the total number has 
risen to 10. 

Managing director Philippe Jouy said: “At 
Warings we are deeply committed to working 
with the communities where we operate, and 
this site is a great example of that philosophy 
being put into practice. 

“It has already received an Eco Site award 
highlighting its environmentally-friendly 
approach, and we hope it is on course to win 
a Considerate Constructors award as well. 



LEFT TO RIGHT: Warings apprentices Oliver 
Hudson, Matthew Miah and Rob Jones 


“Not only is this site going to be a great 
location for Kent’s proud history, but it is also 
making an important contribution to its 
future by giving young people an all impor¬ 
tant start in their working life. 

“At the same time the requirement that 30 
per cent of the workforce should be local 
labour is giving the region’s jobs market a 


welcome boost at a difficult economic time.” 

The Kent Library and History Centre, in 
James Whatman Way, Maidstone, aims to 
house more of the county’s collections under 
one roof. 

It will contain about 14km of historic 
material dating as far back as AD 699, and 
there will also be a community history 
area, archive search room, digital studio, free 
public internet access and wi-fi, and a large 
space for displays and events. 

Building work on the project started last 
February and is due for completion in 2012. 

Warings is also constructing on the site a 
new care home for the elderly for the Housing 
21 group, as well as affordable homes for the 
West Kent Housing Association. 

Rob Jones, 19, from Gillingham, is one of 
the apprentices taken on for the history 
centre project. 

“It’s great to actually have a job,” he said. 

“I really like the sound of carpentry and 
that’s why I chose to do it. Now I’m enjoying 
the work and I hope it will turn into a long¬ 
term career for me.” 


Website offers students next step guidance 


A WEBSITE listing thousands of 
courses on offer in colleges and 
school sixth forms has been 
helping children pick their next 
step in education. 

Year 11 students can log onto 
www.kentchoices4u.com to find 
details about the academic and 
vocational qualifications avail¬ 
able, and to apply to the various 


centres across the county that 
provide them. 

Letters have been sent to all 
eligible pupils and their parents 
letting them know about the site, 
which has been visited by more 
than 50,000 people since the start 
of the school year in September. 

The year before there were 
172,000 visits as well as 13,000 


new accounts created and 11,000 
course applications submitted. 

Cllr Sarah Hohler - cabinet 
member for children, families 
and education at Kent County 
Council - highlighted the bene¬ 
fits of the scheme. 

She said: “This is an important 
year for students who will have 
to make a decision about 


whether they wish to go to col¬ 
lege or a sixth form. This website 
will help students make that 
decision by providing easy access 
to all the information they need.” 

The website is run by KCC in 
partnership with Connexions 
Kent, which provides confidential 
advice on subjects including educa¬ 
tion, training, health and finance. 



Pull out your Review section opposite to read JobsforKent.co.uk, starting on page 29 
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• Accountancy 

• Education, Teacher, School 

• Insurance, Banking, Finance 

• Administration, Secretarial, PA 

• Engineering, Manufacturing, Utilities 

• Legal 

• Agriculture, Forestry, Environment 

• Estate Agency, Property 

• Leisure, Tourism, Travel 

• Art and Design 

• Graduate, Trainees 

• Management Consultancy 

• Catering, Hospitality 

• Health and Safety, Security, Defence 

• Management, Senior Positions 

• Construction, Architecture, Surveyors 

• HR, Recruitment 

• Marketing, Advertising 

• Customer Service, Call Centre 

• Industrial, Warehouse, Factory 

• Motor Trade, Driver 

• Domestic 

• IT, Internet, Telecoms 

• Not for Profit, Charities 


• Nursing, Medicine, Care Work 

• Other 

• Print, Packaging, Distribution 

• PR, Media, Journalism 

• Public Sector, Social Services 

• Retail, Wholesale, Sales 

• Scientific and Pharmaceutical, Research 

• Transport, Logistics, Aviation 


WELLNESS COACHES REQUIRED 

We are a Health & Nutrition company 
looking for serious people who want to earn 
£500-£1000+ per month full/part-time 
working from home. 

Full training and support available. 

01622 671716 


SUPPORT WORKERS 

Required 

To assist in the provision of complete range of 
social, physical and personal care to adults with 
learning and physical disabilities, with the aim 
to enhance their independence in all areas. 

Position part-time. Varied hours. 

Own transport is necessary due to location 
For more information contact Sally Brooks 
Tel: 01795 886220 or email: 
ellenscourt@btconnect.com 


NEW YEAR 
NEW CAREER! 


Bring back that smile to your face and let 
the confidence and self respect flood back this year. 
Join Anglian Home Improvements one of the UK’s 
leading home improvement companies and 
start 2011 with a BANG. 

Your life experience is of value to us but experience 
of our industry is not, as full sales and product 
training will be provided. 

All you need is a car and a phone and a willingness 
to work. In return we offer you unlimited rewards 
and realistic first year earnings 
of£40koTE. 




Apply online now at: 

^www.representanglian.com 


Stargate 

are recruiting for a 

Deputy Nurse 
Manager FIT 

at the Mandalay Nursing 
Home - Folkestone 

and also a 

Registered Nurse 
and Carers 

at the Barham House Nursing 
Home - Nr Canterbury 

Contact Sheralyn Kelly by email: 
barhamhouse@hotmail.co.uk 


A B Crush Pcmelcraft 
Accident Repair Centre 

Require a 

Fully Skilled 
Senior Painter 

Call 01304 830 383 


PURCHASING AND 
STOCK CONTROL PERSON 

We are currently looking to recruit a Purchasing and Stock Control 
Processor here at our busy factory in Ramsgate. 

The successful candidate would need to have good communication 
and I.T skills, work accurately at all times, be able to meet deadlines 
and work well as part of a team. 

Previous experience desirable but not essential. 

Starting salary from around £14,000 dependant on experience. 

Please apply to Ray Kemp, Piper Double Glazing Limited, 

140 Newington Road, Ramsgate, Kent, CT12 6PP 
or e-mail ray.kemp@piperwindows.co.uk. 

Closing date for applications is 
Friday 14 January 2011, no agencies. 

We are an Equal Opportunities Employer. 



COMMERCIAL MANAGER 

An experienced Commercial Manager is required to head 
up our team of estimators working as a specialist 
subcontractor in the social housing refurbishment sector. 

With contract values up to £6.5 million pa, candidates 
must be able to demonstrate expertise, flair and 
innovation in the preparation of Tenders, PQQ’s and 
managing and assisting in Partnering Submissions for 
RSL’s and Local Authorities as well as liaising closely with 
the commercial sales team and assisting with job cost 
feedback. 

Based at the company’s Head Office in Ramsgate, Kent, 
there will be a requirement for visits to sites and meetings 
with clients. Offered is a salary appropriate to your 
experience, together with contributory pension scheme. 

Please apply in writing to Mr Ron Twyman 
Planning Manager, 140 Newington Road, 

Ramsgate, Kent, CT12 6PP or 
e-mail ron@piperwindows.co.uk 


Find a job 
online 



JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a job in the County 
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Sherlodge Garage 

WHERE SUCCESSFUL PEOPLE DRIVE A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS! 
TRAINEE SALES EXECUTIVE 

We are seeking to recruit an additional Sales Executive to our existing team to further 
strengthen our commitment to delivering a first class service to our customers. 

The successful candidate must be self-motivated and results oriented, possess the 
drive and determination to succeed in a competitive environment with a 'no 
compromise' approach to customer satisfaction. 

Candidate must hold a valid driving licence. 

In return we offer you the challenges, commitment to excellence and rewards you 
inevitably seek. 


To apply for this position, please forward your current CV with a covering letter to: - 

Andrew Clarke, Sherlodge Garage, 26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 OSW, . 

01634 377444. Closing date for applications is 12 01 2011 0 


Night Carer 

required 

for residential care 
home in Rainham 
NVQ preferred 
2 nights per week 
Must be flexible 
For more information 
please contact Sue 
on 01634 263803 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 



01892 

458204 


Johnsons 


kRDCN DUILDING 


Sales Assistants and 
Trainee Sales Assistants 

Vacancies in Sevenoaks, Maidstone and Whitstable 

Exciting direct sales opportunities with a major retailer of garden buildings in the 
South-East specialising in log cabins. Why not develop a new career with an 
expanding company in a growth sector selling this desirable and fashionable product 
All applicants would preferably have English language and basic mathematics 
equivalent to GCSE grade level C or higher Candidates will require a basic 
knowledge of construction techniques applicable in this market sector and have 
the strong communication skills essential for dealing with the general public. 

Basic IT and administrative skills beneficial. 

Some weekend work required, own transport essential. Full training provided to 
successful candidates. Between 30-48 hours per week. 

Trainee Sales Assistants circa £ 15,000 per annum, full-time Sales Assistants on target 
earnings of £25,000 per annum according to level. 

Please send CV with self-addressed envelope and detailed information on 
relevant experience to: 

Human Resources, Johnson’s Leisure Ltd, Old Thanet Way, Chestfield, Kent CT5 3JD. 
Or email sales@needextraspace.co.uk. 

Unfortunately telephone enquiries cannot be processed. 


LEGION 




‘The No.l provider of welfare, comradeship, representation 
and Remembrance for the Armed Forces community’. 

Maurice House, Broadstairs, Kent 

We are looking to recruit to a variety of positions in Maurice House, our 47 bedded 
Residential and Nursing Home, based in Broadstairs, Kent. These are exciting opportu¬ 
nities for you to join one of the Legion’s Poppy Homes, forming a major part of our 
welfare work to provide care for ex-Service people. We are looking to recruit for the 
following positions on a fixed term basis: 


Registered General Nurse (RGN) 

10.5 hours per week on a nightly rota basis. Salary: £12.23 per hour 

You will be expected to organise and take charge of all aspects of nursing and care services to optimal standards 
promoting person centred care. Candidates will have RN level 1 plus evidence of updated clinical practice. 

Care Assistant Positions 

21 and 35 hours per week on a daily rota basis. 20 hours per week on a nightly rota basis 
Flexi positions also available. Salary: £6.18 per hour 

You will be expected to work as a team member in delivering high quality person centred care to our residents. 
Candidates will ideally have NYQ2 or willing to work towards the equivalent of this plus commitment to working 
within a care home environment. 

Cook 

20 hours per week on a rota basis. Salary: £6.70 per hour 

You will be expected to provide service and provision of all meals to residents, take charge of catering services in 
absence of Head Chef, working with other disciplines within the home. 

Candidates will have NVQ in Cooking and Basic Food Preparation plus Food Hygiene certificate. 

If you would like to apply for this role please visit our website www.britishlegion.org.uk to download an 
application form to complete and email to mauricehouse@britishlegion.org.uk or collect an application 
form from Maurice House and post or deliver to Maurice House no later than 30th January 2011. 

Please note that CVs are not accepted and we are not seeking the assistance of Recruitment Agencies 
to help us with this vacancy. 

Please note: We comply with current government legislation relating to the Default Retirement age 
(DRA) of 65 years and all Royal British Legion employees are retired 


upon reaching their 65th birthday. 

Please note that only shortlisted candidates will be contacted 
within two weeks of the closing date. 


f 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
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The future of local media 

Be a part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent 


Media Sales Executives Field Based x2 

Full Time permanent Medway North Kent 
Full Time permanent West Kent 

KOS Media look for highly motivated people to create and sell multi-media 
solutions in our market leading portfolio including newspapers, magazines 
and digital sales. 

We believe and pride ourselves in good customer service, professional 
marketing solutions and excellent business relationships. We provide 
innovative ideas that will in return give our clients real value and response. 
Looking after and growing an existing customer base along with finding new 
business will form the basis of the job role. You will need to be a self 
motivated individual with sales experience, good communicator, tenacious 
and hard working to succeed in this environment. 

Telephone Sales Executives (Maternity Cover) 

Fixed term 12 months 

If you are highly driven, confident, a self motivated team player with good 
communication skills, who is able to work under pressure to deadlines and 
targets, in our fast paced and fun telesales department, then apply. 

You will be office based and working with an existing client base of 
advertisers where customer service is paramount, but you must also be able 
to search out new business to develop and grow your territory revenues and 
opportunities. 

We believe and pride ourselves in good customer service, professional 
marketing solutions and excellent business relationships. We provide 
innovative ideas that will in return give our clients real value and response. 
Media experience is not essential as full training will be given. 

We offer an excellent basic salary plus generous bonus scheme, ongoing 
training and career development, five weeks' annual leave, contributory 
pension and life assurance scheme (after qualifying period) and all the 
benefits of working for a large media organisation. 

Please apply in writing with your CV and covering letter in the 
first instance to: 

Ynez Coton, Commercial Director, 

ARCHANT KOS MEDIA 

Apple Barn, Hythe Rd, Smeeth, Ashford Kent.TN25 6SS 
Or email ynez.coton@kosmedia.co.uk 


Media Sales Executives (Business to Business) 

We have an opportunity for highly motivated people to create and 
sell multi-media solutions in our market-leading portfolio of 
newspapers and magazines. 

We're not looking for people to just take orders; we're looking for 
people who can provide first class solutions for our customers. 

We believe good customer service is at the heart of our success 
and we want to recruit people who can develop excellent business 
relationships and present effective and innovative ideas that will 
provide real value and response for our customers. 


Telephone Sales Executives x2 

You will play the key role in selling advertising across our market 
leading portfolio of newspapers, websites and mobile products. 
Candidates may possess a track record in telephone sales, 
combining excellent communication skills, tenacity and the ability to 
build relationships. 

Ultimately, we need an articulate and assured sales person with a 
structured and positive manner. 

Your might also be looking to enter media as a career within sale 
and this would be an excellent starting point. 

We offer an excellent basic salary plus generous bonus scheme, 
ongoing training and career development, five weeks' annual leave, 
contributory pension and life assurance scheme (after qualifying 
period) and all the benefits of working for a large media 
organisation. 

Please apply with your CV and covering letter in the 
first instance to: 

Christine Davidson, Commercial Director 
ARCHANT KOS MEDIA, 

Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SS 
Or by email christine.davidson@kosmedia.co.uk 

ARCHANtI KOS MEDIA 



WANT A NEW CAREER 
IN THE NEW YEAR! 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT WORKERS REQUIRED 
FOR AN EXPANDING CARE AGENCY 

FULL-TIME SHIFTS AVAILABLE IN TONBRIDGE 

• Self Employed basis only 

• Shift starts at 7am 

• £8.25 to £10.00 per hour 

• You need to be happy taking responsibility and 
working with older people on your own 

• Must have own car and phone 

• Uniform provided 

• Full Training programme available 

Experience preferred but not essential. 

All applicants subject to Enhanced CRB Check 

CALL ELAINE/JULIA ON 
01892 529429 FOR AN INTERVIEW 
www.terrablu.co.uk 

An Investor in People Employer 


Search through 

100s 



Register your details and we’ll email 
you daily with new jobs that match 
your selected criteria 

JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a job in the County 
POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


Public Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobsforkent.CO.uk 


KOSMEDIA 


Telephone: 01892 458204 Fax: 01892 515495 Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.jobsforkent.co.uk 



Ti it Spenc :kr Wing 


The Spencer Wing is the independently owned and managed 22 bed private hospital situated on 
the QEQM Hospital site. We also have a 4 bed unit at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. 
The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies 
for the following staff: 

Staff Nurse (Margate) 

Full and part-time positions available 
Closing date for applications - Monday 17th January 2011 
Qualifications 

Registered Nurse 1st Level 
Evidence of continual professional development 
ENB 998 Teaching and Assessing Course or equivalent (desirable) 

To discuss these opportunities or to arrange an informal visit, please contact 

Liz Justice - 01843 234555 Ext: 62207 



For job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Edwards, East Kent Medical Services Ltd, The Spencer Wing 
QEQM Hospital, Ramsgate Road, Margate, Kent CT9 4BG 
Telephone: 01843 234556 Fax: 01843 296333 
E -mail: j o.edwards@thespencerwing.com 

The Spencer Wing is an equal opportunity employer 
These positions are subject to a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure check 



INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


Teachers Needed 

Primary, Secondary and SEN. 

Capita Education Resourcing is the leading 
provider of educational staff throughout the UK. 

Our dedicated and friendly Kent team can provide 
you with: 

✓ Daily/weekly/termly supply opportunities 

✓ Excellent rates of pay - paid weekly 

✓ Free in-service training and CPD assessment 

✓ Free use of resource centre 

✓ An out-of-hours service 

Even if you can only spare one day a week we would 
love to hear from you. 

To find out more information 
and to register with us, please call us free on: 

08007316871 

CAPITA I d enquity.ers@capita.co!uk 

■ EDUCATION RESOURCING 

(Agy) Committed to equal opportunities 



Make this your next 
mouse click 
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Westlands Academies Trust 

.« 

The Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 

Following the success of the initiative to reduce the number of hours that a teacher 
has to spend covering for absent colleagues we require as soon as possible another 

LESSON SUPERVISOR 

This post is designed to provide supervision of classes in the absence of the subject 
teacher or form tutor. The job is not a teaching role but will require good classroom 
management skills as well as a confident personality, a good presence and excellent 
communication skills. 

Applicants should be well educated, preferably to further education level, and have 
experience of giving support in the classroom, preferably as a Teaching Assistant, 
although other qualifications and personal/work experiences will be taken into 
account. 

Employment will start after a one-week paid in-service training course. 

There will be a six-month probationary period. 

8.25am - 3.20pm with 1 hour unpaid breaks, term time only plus 1 staff training day 
and 25 days paid holiday a year, or as relevant to years of service in a similar post. 
Salary starting at £16,793 rising to £18,471 (pro-rata) 

(equal to £12,516 - depending on experience) 

Recruitment packs are available from the school or online. 

Please note, we cannot accept CVs without an application form. 

Closing date: Monday 24th January 2011 
The Westlands School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. 

This post is subject to an enhanced CRB check. 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email: swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Headteacher: J Whitcombe MA 

Westlands Academies Trust Company No 7344732 




To advertise in this section 

01892 458204 



This person is required to lead the HR team in developing and 
delivering a comprehensive, high quality HR service for the 
college, which employs around 400 staff. 


Providing employment advice and guidance you will lead on poli¬ 
cies and procedures ensuring that best HR practice is in place. 


Salary: £34,817 


Closing date: 20th January 2011 

For further details and to apply online please visit our website www.thanet.ac.uk 
and click on ‘Vacancies’. Alternatively contact the HR Office, Thanet College, 
Ramsgate Road, Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 1PN or telephone our application line for 
an application pack on (01843) 605052 

Promoting Equality Preventing Discrimination 


O 





TEACHERS! 

& NURSERY NURSES 
GET A FLYING START 
WITH OUR EXCELLENT 
PAY RATES 

CALLUS! 01634817575 

and learn more about our unique 
loyalty scheme. 
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online 
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Register your details and we’ll email you daily 
with new jobs that match your selected criteria 

JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a job in the County 
POWERED BY K0S MEDIA 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 


Notice is hereby given that Tunbridge Wells Borough Council are seeking comments on our 
draft sex establishment licensing policy, which will come into effect on 1 April 2011. 

This policy sets out our approach to sex establishment licensing in Tunbridge Wells, gives 
clear guidance to license holders, applicants and people who may comment on applications. 
You can view a copy of the draft policy: 

In person by visiting the Council’s Tunbridge Wells Gateway, 8 Grosvernor Road, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNI 2AB between the hours of 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday 
(except Thursday 9am to 6.30pm) or 10am and 4pm on Saturday. 

On line at www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk 

Or if you would like us to send you a paper copy of the draft policy please email your request 
to licensing@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or telephone the number below. 

Any such comments must be made in writing and should be received by the Licensing Office 
before 4.30pm on 21 January 2011. 

At the conclusion of the consultation exercise all responses received will be reported to a 
meeting of the Council’s Licensing Committee. f 

A copy of the report will be available prior to the meeting on the website. 

Senior Licensing Officer, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, Town Hall, 

Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI IRS - Tel: 01892 526121. 


THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 
AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 

APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 

An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant 
an approval for the following premises to act as a venue for the 
solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 

Name of Premises: Hole Park, Rolvenden, Cranbrook 
Applicant: Edward Barham 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at the 
address below during normal office hours. Any person may give 
notice in writing of an objection to the grant of an approval, 
together with the reasons, within 21 days from the date of this 
newspaper. Objections should be sent to the address below. 

Giles Adey 
Head of Registration 
1st Floor 
Invicta House, 

Maidstone ME14 1XX 
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Highways - District of Dover 


WESTCOURT ROAD & DUMBRILL HILL, WOOTTON 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 
2011 THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is given that because of A2 junction modification 
works, the Kent County Council has made an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Westcourt Road & Dumbrill 
Hill, Wootton, on or after 11 January 2011 for up to 2 
weeks or until the works have been completed. 
Westcourt Road, Wootton will be closed at the junction 
with A2 Dover Road for a distance of approximately 50 
metres, from 11 January 2011 for up to 1 week. 

The alternative route is via A2 Dover Road, Westcourt 
Lane and Westcourt Road. 

Dumbrill Hill, Wootton will be closed at the junction 
with A2 Dover Road for a distance of approximately 50 
metres, from 18 January 2011 for up to 1 week. 

The alternative route is via A2 Dover Road and 
Geddinge Lane. 


Highways - District of Sevenoaks 


VARIOUS ROADS, CHEVENING - (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 
2010 THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 
near the highway the Kent County Council has made 
an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on Back 
Lane, Chevening from outside Mackerels Plain to its 
junction with Cold Arbor Road. 

The Order will become effective on 10th January 2011, will 
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period 
of 18 months; the works are planned to last 4 days. 

These restrictions will be effective when the appropriate 
signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: B2042 Cold Arbor Road, B2042 Wheatsheaf Hill and 
Nightingale Lane. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate carriageway 
patching. 


Highways - District of Shepway 


SUSSEX ROAD & DEVON ROAD, FOLKESTONE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 
2011 THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is given that because of gas mains replacement, 
the Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Sussex Road and Devon Road, 
Folkestone, on or after 10 January 2011 for up to 11 weeks 
or until the works have been completed. 

The dates of closure and alternative routes are as 
shown below. 

SUSSEX ROAD will be closed from 10 January 2011 for 
up to 6 weeks. 

The alternative routes are via Foord Road North, Devon 
Road and Bradstone Avenue or via Bradstone Avenue, 
Black Bull Road and Foord Road North 
DEVON ROAD will closed from 21 February 2011 for up 
to 5 weeks 

The alternative route is via Foord Road North, Sussex 

Road and Bradstone Avenue 

The timings and dates of the phases are approximate 

guidelines, and may vary subject to weather and ground 

conditions. 


THE OLD HIGH STREET, FOLKESTONE (PROHIBITION 
OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2011 THE ROAD 
TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED BY THE 
ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 


Clockhouse Lane, Boughton will be closed at the Level 
Crossing. The alternative route is via Clockhouse Lane, 
Selling Road and Brenley Lane. 


This Order remains in force for up to 18 months and can be 
re-implemented if required for works of a similar nature. 


MILL WAY, SITTINGBOURNE (PROHIBITION OF 
DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2011 THE ROAD 
TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED BY THE 
ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is given that because of works to remove a 
high level steel gantiy, the Kent County Council has 
made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Mill Way, 
Sittingbourne, on or after 9 January 2011 for up to 1 night 
or until the works have been completed. 

It is planned the road will be closed overnight between 
the hours of 10.30 pm and 5.00 am. 

The road will be closed the junctions with Milton Road 
and St Paul’s Street. 

The alternative route is via EurolinkWay, Crown Quay 
Lane, St Michael’s Road, (northbound via Dover Street, 
West Street), A2 London Road, Key Street, Sheppey Way, 
B2006 Staplehurst Road and B2005 St Paul’s Street. 


Highways - District of Thanet 


VARIOUS ROADS, MARGATE (PROHIBITION OF 
DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2010 THE ROAD 
TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED BY THE 
ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is given that because of gas mains replacement, 
the Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Various Roads, Margate, on or after 
10 January 2011 for a total of up to 18 weeks or until the 
works have been completed. 


Dane Road, Margate will be closed between the 
junctions with Bath Road and Dane Hill for up to 2 
weeks from the 10 January 2011. This is for trial holes 
to establish the method of work for the installation of a 
gas main. 

The alternative routes are via Addington Street, 
Addington Road and Victoria Road or via King Street, 
Hawley Street, Trinity Square, Northdown Road, 
Wilderness Hill and Dane Road. 

If the gas main can be installed using an ‘open cut’ 
method, Dane Road will then remain closed for up to a 
further 16 weeks from 24 January 2010 whilst the works 
are carried out. 


Bath Road, Margate will be closed at the junction with 
Dane Road from 10 January 2011 for up to 4 weeks. 

The alternative route for through traffic is via Northdown 
Road, Wilderness Hill and Dane Road 
The one-way traffic order will be suspended from Clifton 
Street southwards, to allow access up to the point of 

closure. _ 

If it is not possible to install the gas main using the ‘open 
cut’ method, Dane Road will then be re-opened from 24 
January 2011, and works would switch to King Street. 
King Street, Margate would then be closed from 24 
January 2011, for up to 10 weeks. 

King Street will be closed between the junctions with 
Hawley Street and Dane Hill. 

The alternative route is Addington Street, Union Crescent 
and Hawley Street. 

The works for the section of Dane Road between Bath 
Road and Dane Hill would then be deferred until the 
summer when the demand for gas is lower. 

This will be notified separately under a revised Traffic 
Order. 


The planned closure times are from 1.50 am on 
30 January 2011 until 4.10 am on 31 January 2011. 


Works commence at the junction with Bath Road, 
working westwards. 


The roads affected, planned dates of closure and 
alternative routes are as shown below. 


Notice is given that because of gas mains replacement, 
the Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on The Old High Street, Folkestone, on or 
after 10 January 2011 for up to 9 weeks or until the works 
have been completed. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with Bayle 
Street and Tontine Street. 

There is no alternative route. Every effort will be made 
to maintain access for businesses whenever it is safe to 
do so. 


Highways - District of Swale 


CLOCK HOUSE LEVEL CROSSING, BOUGHTON 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 
2011 THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Notice is given that because of a level crossing 
inspection and track maintenance, the Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Clock House Level Crossing, Boughton, on or 
after 30 January 2011 for up to 2 days or until the works 
have been completed. 


Highways - Borough of Tonbridge 
& Mailing 


(GILLETTS LANE, EAST MALLING) (PROHIBITION OF 
TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2011 THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
REGULATION ACT 1984 AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD 
TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are proposed 
to be carried out on or near a road the Kent County 
Council has made an Order prohibiting the use by 
through traffic on Gilletts Lane either side of number 16 
on or after Monday 10th January 2011 for a period of up 
to 5 days or until such works are completed. 

The alternative route is via Chapel Street and The 
Rocks Road. 

Southern Gas Networks apologise for any inconvenience 
caused by these works, which are necessary to provide a 
connection to a property. Should you require any further 
information for these works, the contact is Amy Colvin on 
01689 881315. 

KATHERINE KERSWELL, Group Managing Director, Kent 
County Council, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 2XQ 




For further information, please contact 
Kent Highway Services, on 08458 247 800 
(local rate) or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 



To advertise in this section 



01892 458204 
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Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

10/03965/HOUSE Tumbledown Cottage Chapel Lane, Benenden 

- Extension of Time - Two-storey extension to rear and dormer window to south elevation 
(planning permission TW/07/04306/FUL refers) (CA) 

10/04024/HOUSE Eaton Cottage Goddards Green Road, Benenden 

- Extension of Time: Demolition of rear conservatory and flue. Provision of new rear conservatory 
and single storey side extension (TW/07/03844/FUL refers) (LB) 

10/04026/LBC Eaton Cottage Goddards Green Road, Benenden 

- Extension of Time: Listed Building Consent - Demolition of rear conservatory and flue. Provision 
of new conservatory and single storey side extension (TW/07/03850/LBC refers) (LB) 

10/03913/FUL Apartment 9 Bidborough Court, Bidborough 

- Retrospective - Installation of a velux window (LB) 

10/03914/LBC Apartment 9 Bidborough Court, Bidborough 

- Listed Building Consent - Installation of a velux window (LB) 

10/04079/HOUSE Matfield House The Green, Brenchley 

- Alterations to front railings (CA) (LB) 

10/04084/LBC Matfield House The Green, Brenchley 

- Listed Building Consent: Alterations to front railings (LB) 

10/04052/HOUSE Crockhurst Oast Crockhurst Street, Capel 

- Single storey side extension and alterations (LB) 

10/03999/LBC Branden Biddenden Road, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent - Internal alterations to kitchen/annexe sitting room, entrance lobby and 
fireplace (LB) 

10/04011/HOUSE Hartridge Manor Farm Paley Lane, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Proposed revised scheme to approved planning consent 09/03525/HOUSE to construct a single 
storey rear extension (LB) 

10/04013/HOUSE Hartridge Manor Farm Paley Lane, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst - 

Proposed revised scheme to approved planning consent TW09/03525/HOUSE to construct a 
single storey rear extension so to retain historical features of the Victorian extension (LB) 

10/04015/LBC Hartridge Manor Farm Paley Lane, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Proposed revised scheme to approved consent 09/03526/LBC to 
construct a single storey rear extension (LB) 

10/04027/LBC Hartridge Manor Farm Paley Lane, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent - Proposed revised scheme to approved planning consent 
TW09/03526/LBC to construct a single storey rear extension so to retain historical features of the 
Victorian extension (LB) 

10/04041/OUTMJ Kent And Sussex Hospital Mount Ephraim, Culverden 

- Part Outline (means of access not reserved) - Construction of between 332 and 392 Class C3 
dwelling-houses, children’s play area, public open space, new access road and associated 
parking; Part Detailed - 635 square metre GIA Class A1 retail/A3 restaurant and cafe floorspace 
(644 square metres GEA), 3202 square metre GIA Class B1 office floorspace (3,468 square metre 
GEA), 8 No. Class C3 dwelling-houses, public open space, new access road and associated 
parking (CA) (LB) (MAJOR) 

10/04042/CAC Kent And Sussex Hospital Mount Ephraim, Culverden 

- Conservation Area Consent - Demolition of Kent and Sussex Hospital (CA) 

10/03982/HOUSE Grove Place North Road, Goudhurst 

- Proposed extension to dwelling, removal of tanks, shed and relocation including green house; 
Amendment/new opening into new from existing (LB) 

10/03989/LBC Grove Place North Road, Goudhurst 

- Proposed extension to dwelling, removal of tanks, shed and relocation including greenhouse: 
Amendment/new opening into new from existing (LB) 

10/04036/LBC Little Combourne Farmhouse Jarvis Lane, Goudhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Link extension to converted outbuilding to provide permanent cover for 
swimming pool (LB) 

10/03922/HOUSE 22 Brewer Street Lamberhurst, Lamberhurst 

- Single storey extension (CA) 

10/03974/LBC Rope House The Broadway, Lamberhurst 

- Listed Building Consent - Flood protection including barriers and covers (LB) 

10/04093/LBC Mill Cottage High Street, Lamberhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Flood protection door and air brick barriers, new sump and sump 
pumps in cellars (LB) 

10/04094/LBC 1 Coggers Cottages The Broadway, Lamberhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Flood protection (LB) 

10/04037/FUL The Cumberland 3 Cumberland Walk, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Retrospective retention of electricity generator and enclosure for a temporary 6 month period 
(CA) (LB) 

10/04040/TELN5 Pavement Outside Jerningham House Mount Sion, Pantiles & 

St Marks 

- Telecommunications Notification: Installation of green replacement cabinet shell (CA) 

10/04064/HOUSE 25 Norfolk Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Single storey rear extension (CA) 

10/04071/FULMJ Vale Royal Methodist Church London Road, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Demolition of existing building and construction of part two/four/five storey building to 
accommodate replacement church, ten one-bed and four two-bed flats, and associated car 
parking facilities (MAJOR) (CA) 

10/04072/CAC Vale Royal Methodist Church London Road, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Conservation Area Consent: Demolition of existing building (CA) 

10/04039/FUL Mulberry Lodge 16 Calverley Park Gardens, Park 

- Part Retrospective: Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling together 
with erection of 2 metre high boundary fence and landscaping (New dwelling to match 
development approved under TW/10/02588) (CA) 

10/04046/CAC Mulberry Lodge 16 Calverley Park Gardens, Park 

- Conservation Area Consent - Part Retrospective: Demolition of existing dwelling (CA) 

10/04053/HOUSE Blackhurst Park Halls Hole Road, Park 

- Extension to existing terrace of 2 dwellings - single storey rear extension and first floor extension 
at east end (Revised application to 10/03244/HOUSE) (CA) (LB) 

10/04059/LBC Blackhurst Park Halls Hole Road, Park 

- Listed Building Consent: Extension to existing terrace of 2 dwellings - single storey rear 
extension and first floor extension at east end (Revised application to 10/03249/LBC) (LB) 

10/04102/HOUSE 5 Lower Green Road Pembury, Pembury 

- Removal of existing side conservatory, and erection of single storey extension to side and glazed 
addition to rear (CA) (LB) 

10/04105/LBC 5 Lower Green Road Pembury, Pembury 

- Listed building consent - Removal of existing side conservatory, and erection of single storey 
extension to side and glazed addition to rear (LB) 

10/04068/TELN5 Pavement Outside Greenside London Road, Southborough And 

High Brooms 

- Telecommunications Notification: Installation of green replacement cabinet shell (CA) 

10/03866/LBC The Old Farm House Bullingstone Lane, Speldhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Installation of 21 PV solar panels to garage roof, works already carried 
out (LB) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications (MAST) 
Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 


You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for inspection, 
placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish signatures, 
telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 


Jim Kehoe 

Head of Planning Services 

Town Hall Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 


Dated: 08 January 2011 
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Tiirn onto electric avenue 


By STEVE LOADER 

DESPITE the misgivings of 
many, electric cars are poised to 
make a consumer breakthrough 
in 2011. 

It has taken just a year for the type to 
switch from being viewed as a rank 
outsider in the race for greener motoring, 
to being tipped as the potential winner. 

And that is despite huge upfront pricing 
for now that even a £5,000-a-time govern¬ 
ment grant barely dents - most electric 
models will be way over £20,000. 

Once bought though, tax and charging 
costs - working at around 2p/mile - will be 
a pittance against the tax, fuel and servic¬ 
ing of a conventional car. 

The point is not lost on consumers, accord¬ 
ing to a survey by TheGreenCarWebsite, 
which asked “Which car type do you think 
will typically cost you the least to run over 
a lifetime?”. 

It produced the results in percentage 
terms: electric - 29, diesel - 27, hybrid - 20, 
LPG - 16, and petrol - eight. 

This caught market watchers and valua¬ 
tion guides by surprise and could not be 
better timed either with so many electric 



cars making their debut in this new year. 

Look more closely though and the choice is 
not so great; the Mitsubishi MIEV, Citroen 
C-Zero (left) and Peugeot Ion (centre) 
arrive later this month and are all derived 
from the MIEV, created in turn from the 
Japanese marque’s original five-door iCar. 

The Smart ForTwo Electric (main picture) 
is also due this month, offering an even 
more eco-friendly take on the well-estab¬ 
lished two-seat city car, while Nissan’s all- 
new Leaf (right) arrives in March. 

The latter may be utterly conventional in 
looks, but that will be its market strength 
in convincing more cautious early adopters. 

Sometime in 2012, General Motors also 
enters the sector with two less convention¬ 
al electric models, the Vauxhall Ampera 



and Chevrolet Volt - no prizes awarded for 
the cheesy puns. These are technically 
hybrids, yet qualify for the Government’s 
electric grant, because the tiny onboard 
petrol engine is used only to recharge the 
car’s batteries and extend its range rather 
than driving the wheels directly. 

More of a grey area, but also likely to get 
the grant aid is Toyota’s plug-in version of 
the current Prius, due next year too, which 
uses superior batteries and the plug-in 
function to extend the electric range before 
the petrol engine has to lend a hand. 

Before we get too carried away by mas¬ 
sive savings on offer though, note that gov¬ 
ernment grants will be limited and many 
early adopters may be stricken by what is 
set to be the next most discussed dinner 



party ailment/syndrome - range anxiety, ie, 
how far does your electric car really go 
before the electric whine goes mute on you? 

Mitsubishi reckons its little MIEV can 
notch 100 miles, for instance, but we all 
know from our mobile phones that official 
battery estimates can vary enormously 
from actual ones. 

Two big unanswered questions remain. 

Firstly, is an electric car really green 
when a conventional power station is 
belching emissions somewhere off in the 
distance in order to keep the car charged? 

Secondly, government coffers are swelled 
hugely by taxes from petrol and diesel. 
What happens when this lucrative revenue 
source starts to be clobbered by people 
switching to electric? 
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yEM& QftHANCE cars's 


II used 
& vans 


Citroen C3 1.4 SX 
07/07 Reg 28000 Miles 



<** £5,495 


Fiat Grande Punto 1.2 Active 5dr 
06/56 Reg 22000 Miles 





£4,995 


Fiat Panda 1.1 Active Eco 
09/09 Reg 5600 Miles 



<** £4,995 


Peugeot 207 S 1.4 VTi 3dr Hatch 
07/07 Reg 20673 Miles 



o* £5,795 


Peugeot 206 Look 1.4 Hdi 5dr 
Diesel 07/07 Reg 15450 Miles 



<**£6,995 


Citroen C4 1.6 SX Auto 
07/07 Reg 26000 Miles 


Fiat Panda 1.2 Eleganza 
06/06 Reg 7000 Miles 




Fiat Grande Puntol.4 5dr Dynamic 
Auto 08/58 Reg 6000 Miles 


I * ' 


Peugeot 207 Sport 1.6 5Dr 
07/07 Reg 8475 miles 


Peugeot 308 1.4 VTi S 5dr 
09/09 Reg 20404 miles 





<**£5,995 


<** £6,495 


o* £6,995 


<**£7395 


<**£7,995 


Citroen C4 Picasso 1.8 SX 
07/07 Reg 30000 Miles 


Fiat Grande Punto 1.4 Active 
3dr 06/56 Reg 10000 Miles 


Fiat Grande Punto 1.4 Dynamic 
3dr 09/59 8000 Miles 


Peugeot 207 1.6 GT THP 3dr 
08/08 Reg 28350 miles 


Peugeot 207 S 1.6 HDi 5dr Diesel I 
07/07 Reg 20874 Miles 







<**£6,495 


<** £7,995 


<**£7,495 


<**£7,995 


<**£7,995 


<**£7,995 


Thames Motor Group (Tunbridge Wells) Ltd 0844 539 0615 

NORTH FARM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LONGFIELD ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS ^ * 

SALES*SERVICE*PARTS MON-FRI 8.45-6.30 SALES SAT 9-5.30 SUN 10-4 www.tnamesmotorgroup.co.uk 


NEW CITROEN C4 POSITIVE POWER 

VISIT OUR LAUNCH EVENT 11TH - 16TH JANUARY 

WITH 0% APR TYPICAL FINANCE 0 



FROM £16995* AND 0% APR TYPICAL FINANCE" WITH MINIMUM 30% DEPOSIT 

Positive Power. It's about enriching your driving experience. It's why the New Citroen C4 is available with blind spot monitoring, 
massaging front seats, headlights that follow the road and a new e-HDi engine that powers down when stationary. f 

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 



*On the road recommended prices & offers apply to retail sales of qualifying New Citroen C4 vehicles ordered 04 - 31/01/11 & registered by 31/03/11 & include VAT, delivery to Dealer & number plates, Government First Registration Fee, <Sc 12 months' graduated Vehicle Excise Duty. Black/metallic/pearlescent paint optional at extra cost. From price shown: New 
Citroen C4 HDi 90 manual VTR. °0% APR typical finance available over 3 years on all New C4 models. Finance subject to status. Written quotations available on request from Citroen Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 1QA, UK. Over 18s only. A guarantee may be required. fThe equipment mentioned is available on selected New 
C4 VTR+ & Exclusive models. Please see your dealer for full details. 1 First year only. Offers, prices & specification correct at time of going to press from participating Dealers. Terms <& conditions apply. Please ask us for details. Subject to stock availability. Finance offers apply to UK only. 


Official Government fuel consumption figures (Range): Urban cycle, Extra urban, Combined (litres per lOOkm/mpg) & CO 2 emissions (g/km); Highest: New Citroen C4 THP 155 EGS6 Exclusive 8.6/32.8, 
5.1/55.4, 6.4/44.1, 148. Lowest: New Citroen C4 e-HDi IIOAirdream EGS6 VTR+4.7/60.1, 3.8/74.3, 4.2/67.3, 109. 


THAMES MOTOR GROUP 01892 549766 

NORTH FARM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT, TN2 3EY www.thamestunbridgewells.citroen.co.uk 
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BEWARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF ENVY 





207 ENVY 

FROM ONLY £ 207 + 

• AIR CONDITIONING 

•15" MONACO ALLOY WHEELS 

• NEW BLACK AND SILVER TRIM 



PER MONTH WITH 

JUST ADD FUEL™ 


• SILVER SEAT BELTS 

• PEUGEOT CONNECT USB WITH BLUETOOTH 

• LEATHER STEERING WHEEL 


107 ENVY 
FROM ONLY £ 199 + 

• AIR CONDITIONING 

• 14" ALLOY WHEELS 

• TINTED REAR WINDOWS 



PER MONTH WITH J adD 
JUST ADD FUEL™ FUEU 

• RADIO/CD PLAYER WITH MP3 INPUT 

• UP TO 62.7MPG 

• £0 FIRST YEAR ROAD TAX 


Get ready to turn some heads, the new Peugeot Envy range has arrived. It's packed with limited edition 
features at a price that's something special too. Plus, with Just Add Fuel, you can cover all your motoring 
needs in one simple payment - including 3 years comprehensive insurance* So visit us today to arrange 
a test drive. Just watch out, they're sure to give others the green-eyed monster. 


NEW PEUGEOT 107 / 207 ENVY 



PEUGEOT 

MOTION & EMOTION 


THAMES MOTOR GROUP (TW) LTD 

Longfield Road, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, TN 2 3EY Tel: 08445 390612 
www.thamesmotorgroup-kent.co.uk 

The official fuel consumption in mpg (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 107 range: Urban 52.3- 51.3 (5.5- 5.4), Extra Urban 70.6-68.9 (4.0-4.1), Combined 62.8 - 61.4 (4.5 - 4.6) and CO 2 
107-106, for the 207 range: Urban 61.4-27.4 (4.6-10.3), Extra Urban 85.6-49.6 (3.3-5.7), Combined 74.3-38.2 (3.8-7.4) and CO 2 171-99. 

'Minimum age 25 years, 30 years on selected models, maximum age 75 years. All drivers must meet the driver eligibility criteria, which includes driving conviction and claim restrictions. Excesses apply. 3 years free motor insurance will be provided and underwritten by UK Insurance Ltd , which is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Services Authority. A guarantee may be required. Written quotations available on request from Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. JAF is incorporated into a Personal Lease contract. 'Terms and conditions apply - for full details of Just Add 
Fuel™ see participating dealers or visit www.peugeot.co.uk. JAF is incorporated into a Personal Lease contract. 107 Envy 1.0 3dr initial rental £1087, optional final rental of £4193, 35 monthly rentals payable. 207 Envy 1.4 8v 75 initial rental £1410, optional final rental of £5423, 35 monthly rentals payable. If 
you choose to pay off the optional final rental at the end of contract, you can keep the car but will notown it - you will pay an annual rental equivalent to one of your monthly rentals. Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. This offer is not available in Northern 
Ireland. Offer available on vehicles ordered and registered by 31st March 2011. Model Exclusions apply. 



A SMART ROUTE TO A 


GREAT DESTINATION 


The road to owning the stylish Punto Evo with its 
Blue&Me entertainment system is now more affordable 
and straightforward than you may think. All it takes 
is a small deposit and attractive monthly repayments 
Then, it’s all about the windy, zig-zag roads. 
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Thames Motor Group (Tunbridge Wells) Ltd 

NORTH FARM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LONGFIELD ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

SALES• SERVICE• PARTS MON-FRI 8.45-6.30 SALES SAT 9-5.30 SUN 10-4 

01892 549766 

www.thamesmotorgroup.co.uk 


Fiat, the car brand with the lowest average CO 2 emissions in Europe.* Fuel consumption fi gures for the Fiat Punto Evo Active 1.4 8v mpg (1/100km) and C02 emissions: Urban 38.2 (7.4), Extra Urban 60.1 (4.7), Combined 49.6 (5.7), C02 emissions 132 g/km. 

T erms & Conditions apply. Retail customers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. With Fiat i-Deal you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (10,000 in this example) and being in good condition. Offer 
subject to status. A guarantee or indemnity may be required. Fiat Financial Services, PO Box 108, Leeds LS27 OWU. At participating dealers only. October to December 2010 offer. Prices correct at time of printing. Offer may be varied and withdrawn at any time. Subject to availability. ‘Source: JATO Dynamics. Based on 
volume-weighted average C02 emissions (g/km) of the best selling brands in Europe, 1st half year 2010. 
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Steve Loader 


Mondeo sector facing a 
challenge from Hyundai 


HYUNDAI will hope it can 
maintain the progress in the 
eyes of UK customers, by 
adding a fourth Y model to its 
line-up. 

The new i40 will tackle the 
UK’s D segment, more familiar¬ 
ly known as the Mondeo class. 

The Korean giant has con¬ 
tested the sector before with 
the Stellar and, more recently, 
the Sonata, but never cracked 
it. Despite loading these con¬ 
tenders with goodies and 
tempting prices, they could 
never compete dynamically 
with European models. 

But, as Hyundai has shown 


with the ilO city car, i20 super¬ 
mini and i30 family hatch, it 
can now hit the spot and with 
all the value offered before, 
plus its five year/unlimited 
mileage warranty. 

Curiously though, the i40 
arrives here first in estate form 
- as pictured - with a saloon to 
follow. It will also mark the 
debut of Hyundai’s new Blue 
Drive eco-motoring package, 
claimed to deliver performance 
with economy and low C02 
emissions. 

The newcomer will be pub¬ 
licly unveiled in March and 
goes on sale later this year. 


£ 



Premium power goes into latest Saab 



SAAB has announced premium 
upgrades to Vector SE versions 
of its smart new 9-5 executive 
saloon. 

The Swedish marque - 
formed into a new company last 
year alongside Dutch supercar 
maker Spyker - now offers 
these models with leather seats 
as standard, instead of the pre¬ 
vious leather and textile trim. 

And, mindful of the need to 
rebuild its aura in the tough 
executive sector, Saab has 


ditched the slightly under¬ 
whelming 17-inch alloys in 
favour of 18 inchers that suit the 
car’s looks better. 

All 2.0-litre TiD 160PS 
(158bhp) diesel models with 
manual transmission also now 
get a revised comfort chassis 
set-up. 

Saab says the latter change 
responds to motoring media 
comments about the previous 
sports chassis comfort levels on 
poorly-maintained UK roads. 


VW’s five-star twins 

EURO NCAP crash safety testing has awarded a maxi¬ 
mum five stars to the new Volkswagen Passat and 
Sharan MPV models. 

Scoring an overall 96 per cent, the Sharan (from 
£22,980) achieved one of the highest ever results in Euro 
NCAP’s most stringent tests to date. 

The results for adult protection in frontal, side and rear 
impacts as well as child and pedestrian safety mean the 
VW people carrier is among the safest in its category. 

The previous Passat already had five stars, but the new 
seventh generation model has retained the maximum, 
with strong scores for adult and child occupant protection 
and pedestrian safety. 

Prices start at £18,470 for the saloon and £19,745 for 
the estate and all diesel versions now carry the marque’s 
eco-friendly BlueMotion technology and badge. 






(rvice: Service availability dependent on UK mobile coverage. SMS car valuations cost £1.50 plus normal network chan 
tefrmpjprts, low-volume vehicles, cars manufactured before 1999 or those under 6 months old, motorbikes, vans or_cor 


il vehicles. 


What's the value of your car? 


Receive an accurate valuation for your car in minutes 

with our SMS Car Valuation Service 
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STEVELOADER 


TOYOTA makes a well-judged 
return to the mini-MPV market in 
February as more and more car- 
buyers aim to downsize. 

The world’s number one carmaker will also 
reinforce the status of its Verso sub-branding, 
a byword for flexibility already used on the 
seven-seat Verso midi-MPV and worn for some 
years on the former Yaris Verso. 

The latter was an earlier incarnation of the 
mini-MPV format later made popular by the 
Honda Jazz and recently reinforced by the 
Hyundai ix20 and Kia Venga. 

Toyota will hope to give them all a run for 
their money with the new Verso-S - rather 
better looking than the old van-like Yaris 
Verso too. 

In fact, Toyota’s stylists have fashioned a 
trendy-looking small car from a functional 
brief. At less than four metres long, it is the 
shortest model in the mini-MPV segment, 
but clever packaging makes it one of the most 
capacious and versatile, with an airy cabin 
that can be enhanced by an optional 
panoramic roof. 

The 60:40 split rear seats have a centre arm 
rest and a one-touch fold-flat mechanism. 
Unlike rivals, these seats can also be folded 
from the boot, using levers provided on the 
load space sidewalls. 

For now, it will be offered with the familiar 
98bhp 1.33-litre petrol engine seen on the 
Yaris and available with either a six-speed 
manual transmission, or a continuously vari¬ 
able transmission - either being capable of 
averaging more than 50mpg. 

Spec levels and prices are being finalised, 
but Toyota promises the generous equipment 
levels that this sector now demands and it also 
comes with the brand’s now standard five- 
year/100,000 warranty. 


A well-Verso-ed return to the 
baby MPV sector for Toyota 




Motorhome dealer ‘moves house’ 


MOTOR caravan specialist TO 
Motorhomes has relocated to new and 
bigger premises for 2011. 

The firm’s dealer principal Tony 
Chamberlain, who has been associated 
with car sales in Thanet for nearly 30 
years, said his firm had rapidly outgrown 
its old site in Westwood Road, Broadstairs, 
since diverging into new and used 
motorhomes, campervans and caravans in 
recent years. 

It has now refurbished and taken over 


a site in Sweechbridge Road, Hillborough, 
Herne Bay, well-known to the caravan 
community as a former Arthur Fitt 
Caravans and Discover Leisure sales 
location. 

Mr Chamberlain said he now fully 
expected the new site to become the 
biggest motorhome and caravan dealer in 
Kent, having carried over many familiar 
brands including Adria, Caravans 
International (Cl), Elddis, Globecar, 
Rollerteam, Swift, Tribute and Trigano. 
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WEEK 


Your business is our business 


INSIDE THIS WEEK 


SOME will say bankers 
- blamed for the credit 
crunch - are the last 
people we want pontifi¬ 
cating about prospects 
for 2011, but the views 
from RBS inside make 
interesting reading. The 
national resolve is not to depend on the 
money men in future, but our British 
genius for invention and export, so it’s 
great to see a home-grown innovation 
(see page 65) literally paving the way. 

STEVE LOADER BUSINESS EDITOR 

telephone: 01303 817029 

email: steve.loader@kosmedia.co.uk 



KEY PARTNERS 



southeast business 

INNOVATION 

&GR0WTH 


ui 

u 

CO 


Business 

Computer 

Solutions 


® elmont 

I MTFILKAT 11 1 K A I 


INUIKA tsli h II R O K F ft 5 


Kent 

Business School 


NatWest 


llVhflrhrad Mnnrkton 



SUPPORTED BY 



Tough year ahead, but 
Bluewater breaks ice 



I 


BUOYANT: Bluewater bucked the trend and enjoyed an excellent festive period 


By STEVE LOADER 

steve.loader@kosmedia.co.uk 

RETAILERS across Kent have been 
warned they face a tough year 
ahead - on top of the business lost 
before Christmas due to weeks of 
snow and sub-zero temperatures. 

That was the view from accountancy giant 
KPMG, though its caution was tempered by 
news of a buoyant festive season at the county’s 
mega-shopping mall, Bluewater. 

The centre, near Greenhithe, recorded nearly 
200,000 shoppers on December 27, its busiest 
day since opening in 1999 and crowning a record 
year of more than 28 million visitors - with a 
million of these coming in the week beginning 
Boxing Day. 

However, Bluewater general manager Andrew 
Parkinson kept his feet on the ground, attribut¬ 
ing much of the post-Christmas stampede to 
pent-up demand created by icy weather before 
the holiday 

He was still able to point out that the centre 
enjoyed 34 new store openings last year, when 
many other centres and high streets struggled 
to maintain shopfronts or suffered closures. 

He also looked ahead to Bluewater opening its 
Events Venue later this year, a purpose-built 


space for complementary events and exhibitions 
that will boost the centre’s magnetism for visitors. 

Despite the Bluewater experience, KPMG 
retail partners Helen Dickinson and Tim 
Clifford gave a gloomy forecast: “There’s no 
doubt that non-food trading in the four weeks to 
Christmas saw a drop in like-for-like sales, with 
many retailers having a difficult time. Many 
people struggled to get to the shops because of 
the snow. Those that did had less to spend than 
in previous years. 

“Online sales continued to grow despite the 
weather, but many pre-Christmas delivery slots 
appear to have been missed. 

“Retailers with the right online offer - along 
with out-of-town shopping centres with better 


road access - have done comparatively better. 

“Post-Christmas sales are now crucial to 
December’s results. But with few panic price 
reductions and little more than the expected 
amount of discounting, it’s likely the sales sea¬ 
son will quickly run out of steam. 

“Many retailers have been carefully managing 
stock positions to protect their margins, where 
possible, in the expectation that Christmas 2010 
would not be a blockbuster, irrespective of the 
weather. 

“The industry knows it is in for a tough year. As 
well as the VAT rise, customers are tightening 
their belts because they’re worried about their 
jobs and personal finances in what are likely to 
be tougher economic conditions in 2011.” 


Give us more credit, savs airport boss 



TOP FLIGHT: Staff at Biggin Hill Airport 


BIGGIN Hill Airport is underrated by local people 
but poised to make them sit up and take notice 
during the build-up to the 2012 Olympic Games in 
London. 

That is the view of airport director Peter 
Lonergan, who says the 2012 Games are a once- 
in-a-lifetime opportunity to show the global busi¬ 
ness and private aviation market how high stan¬ 
dards have been set at Biggin Hill, which is 
owned by Bromley council. 

Once a £400,000 a year liability for the council, 
the airport and related companies and activities 
have become an asset, generating up to £1.2 mil¬ 
lion during 2010. Mr Lonergan said the 2012 
Olympics could only enhance that. 

“I don’t think many people realise how much 
income for the council the airport generates,” he 
said. “The potential for attracting new business 
during this brief window is high and our aim is to 
provide a top-class service they will remember.” 


But he called for support to enable the airport to 
fulfil its potential: “We need decisions now to 
enable the integrated components to be put in 
place, such as recruiting and training new staff; to 
be able to verify modestly extended hours of 
operation; and to plan and introduce enhance¬ 
ments to our own infrastructure. 

“Unnecessary delays will see our opportunities 
wither on the vine, to the detriment of all. We need 
the community to understand and to be support¬ 
ive of our Olympics plans so that we can make 
the very best of this short-term event to win a 
legacy of longer term and lasting benefits.” 

The airport recently landed a national award as 
Best Business Aviation Airport, and Mr Lonergan 
confirmed it would be making the most of 
favourable links with central London and the 
Olympic Park at Stratford to attract potential visi¬ 
tors in business and private aircraft travelling to 
the capital for the Games. 


EMPLOYERS in Kent are being urged to start 
2011 with a redoubled commitment to combat 
deaths in the workplace. 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) warn¬ 
ing comes after work-related fatalities in the 
South East rose, out of step with a record low 
across England. 

Figures for 2009-10 show 15 people in the 
South East were fatally injured at work; one 
higher than 2008-09 and at odds with a sharp 
fall across the country, which suffered 119 losses 
in 2009-10 against 146 the year before. 

Though Kent fared slightly better than its 
regional neighbours, two people still lost their 
lives in 2009-10 — the same result as 2008-09. 


Workplace safety 
tops the agenda 

Those killed were in the Swale and Tonbridge 
and Mailing council districts. And parts of Kent 
showed worrying increases in serious injuries, 
notably the Sevenoaks, Dover and Ashford dis¬ 
tricts. HSE regional head Mike Wilcock said 
there was no room for complacency, even if Kent 
had largely fared better than its neighbours. 

“Employers have a legal duty to protect work- 

ova anrl T onmnrcicro tViom fn malro if tTioiv TVTow 


Year’s resolution to ensure they continue to take 
sensible precautions in the workplace,” he said. 

“The national reduction of employees killed or 
injured through their work is encouraging, but 
we must also remember that each death results 
in a family missing a loved one. The increase in 
2009-10 in the South East is doubly disappoint¬ 
ing after years of improvement. 

“Employers cannot be complacent. They must 
stay vigilant and learn lessons from the past to 
ensure they protect workers in future. 

“Putting in place simple, straightforward 
health and safety measures can save lives. It is 
not good for companies or their workers if they 
are off through an iniurv or ill-health.” 
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Comment 

I T HAS been suggested that firms will use this weeks 2.5 
per cent VAT hike to disguise what some may feel is a 
well-deserved price rise on top of the new tax rate. I hope, 
for theirs and all our sakes, that they don't 
As we have said regularly on the Kent business front, com¬ 
panies have shown good sense over the past three years, 
their measured responses to cost-cutting and staffing levels 
contrasting strongly with the knee-jerk reactions of past 
recessions. 

As a result, we haven’t had a disastrous rate of company 
crashes and unemployment. So t with finance largely under 
control and a viable level of employee experience and skills 
in place, most firms are now in good shape for recovery 
without being rash enough to try to race off straight away. 
However if they take the new 20 per cent VAT as an 
excuse to claw back some lost profitability from the reces¬ 
sion years, then they will fuel the inflation that is waiting just 
around the corner to catch out UK pic. 

Big, high-profile retailers like Debenhams and Marks and 
Spencer have pledged to absorb a proportion of the VAT 
increase for as long as possible - shrewd PR as well as 
good tactics when observers will be keen to shoot them 
down for inflationary 1 price rises. 

It is smaller operators [ worry about. 

Low interest rates have kept mortgages low and helped 
families cope with prices already under pressure from a 
weak pound and soaring energy and motoring costs. 

But if inflation starts to gain ground faster - and the 2.5 per 
cent rise in VAT isn't going to help in that regard - then the 
Bank of England will have to review interest rates to try to 
rein in the old enemy. 

The knock on effect will be: dearer mortgages, stuttering 
confidence and then a catastrophic fall in consumer 
spending. 

Just as we have started to construct a better all-round 
economic vehicle to replace the over-specialised financial 
racer that crashed so spectacularly in 2007, we could then 
see the wheels fall off the new model. 

BUSINESS EDITOR, STEVE LOADER 
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Money men have their say on the year ahead 


Kent’s six reasons to 
be cheerful in 2011 


IP THE past three years has taught us any¬ 
thing it's to expect the unexpected - and a 
lot of uncertainty remains for UK business. 

A loss of market confidence or further problems in the 
financial system could still derail the fragile recovery, but 
hero are my six reasons why business should be optimistic 
in 2011. 

* Company balance sheets are in better shape than 
household# and Government 

The balance sheet of the UK corporate sector is in a posi¬ 
tion of relative health, especially in comparison with 
households and Government. Firms used the downturn to 
preserve cashflows, pay-down debt and seek new capital. 

Spare capacity created by the downturn is starting to 
reduce rapidly, while long-term borrowing rates remain 
historically low, providing a sound basis for an improve¬ 
ment in investment 

* Our flexible labour market helped us weather the 
downturn 

Compared with downturns in the early 1980s and 1990s, 
employment levels have been much more resilient over the 
last three years. Firms used options for part-time work or 
reassignments rather than just relying on lay-offs, As a 
result, more workers have been kept in productive use 
than before, helping to retain and enhance skills, 

* Sterling will keep us in good shape 

We still have a flexible and competitive exchange rate. 
The 25 per cent depredation in Sterling since 2007 offers a 
more immediate trade benefit. In contrast to the monetary 
constraints faced by some of the peripheral countries in (lie 
Eurozone, we retain the flexibility of using the exchange 
rate as a tool for growth. With world trade growing at a 
double-digit rate in 2010, a competitive exchange 1 rate will 
have a great impact as global demand improves. 


* Its still a competitive advantage to he British 

English is the global business language, our legal sys¬ 
tems aro widely used, and GMT allows us to work in both 
the Asian afternoon and the North American morning. We 
have strengths of which other countries would be envious. 

The World Bank recently rated us the fourth best coun¬ 
try in the world in terms of ease of doing business. Indeed, 
our stock of inward foreign direct investment per capita is 
the world's second highest. 

* We r ve been here before and prospered 

The most well-wom phrase in economics is “this time it's 
different 71 , Almost invariably, this turns out to be false, This 
applies not just to asset hubbies in an upturn, but also to 
the nature of recovery The mid* 1990s were also charac¬ 
terised by major cutbacks in government spending, yet 
these were also years of positive growth and improvements 
in investment and trade. 

* He have export strengths to build on 

We are no strangers to international trade, indeed we are 
one of the most open economies in the world. We must 
build on this. We are the world's sixth largest exporter, and 
the second largest in terms of services. We liave strengths 
in high value-added manufacturing, such as aerospace and 
pharmaceutical^ as well as traditional export, products, 
such as cars and foodstuffs, And 1 if all else fails, there is 
always the old British sense of humour and stoicism to hill 
back upon, 

Stephen Boyle, economist, RBS 

AT CRFASEYS, we expect, that cau¬ 
tious optimism will continue. There 
are uncertainties ahead, with the 
threat of a double-dip recession 
caused by higher interest rates to 
control inflation. Well-managed 
clients, in the main, 
are already leaner and 
meaner, which will 
enable them to react 
quickly to changing 
circumstances. 

Our tip for 2011 
would be to ensure you 
are maintaining good 
relationships with customers, staff and sup¬ 
pliers, Regular communication is key to 
being one step ahead of any problems that 
arise. 

Rob Blundell* partner, Creaseys 
accountancy, Tu n bridge Wells 

GOVERNMENT austerity measures are a 
necessity to ween the UK from the credit 
binge of the last 10 years or so. 

Doing nothing is not 
an option - and adding 
to the pile of debt is 
also not the way for¬ 
ward, There are some 
bitter pills to be taken, 
but it is in the long- 
term interest of the 
UK economy that clear, 
concise and immediate 
action is taken. 

Businesses that have 
survived the las! two 
years cannot afford to 
become complacent, The recovery will be 
slow, credit will remain relatively tight as 
hanks took to ensure they art’ lending sensi¬ 
bly to well-structured, well-managed and 
financially viable propositions. If not, the 
sustainability iff the recovery could lie 
undermined. 

My top tip for business in 2011 is to reflect 
on this old adage - which is true, whatever 
the state of the economy or whatever the 
business: Turnover is vanity, profit is sani¬ 
ty, but cash is king. 1 

Niek Grewiy branch manager, 

Handel&bankeru Tunbridge Wells 
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Treading lightly leaves 
a low carbon footprint 



NEXT STEP: Laurence Kemball-Cook’s invention is being trialled at his old school 


■ PROPERTY agent Cluttons has wel¬ 
comed the New Year though it 
warns of a “mixed road” ahead for the 
retail and office markets in Kent in 2011. 

Regional spokesman James 
Stefanopoulos, based in Maidstone, said: 
“2010 was a good year for the industrial 
and retail markets in Kent with prime 
retail and modem industrial premises still 
receiving strong interest, though the office 
market continues to be the worst hit. 

“Having said that, commercial develop¬ 
ment land was very popular owing to a 
slight fall in land values. Developers and 
investors bought in stock to allow time 
for planning and to prepare for when the 
market picks up.” 

Looking ahead, he added: “Our view for 
2011 is that the commercial market will 
take a while to improve, with most trans¬ 
actions still dependent on some sort of 
bank funding. With that in mind, we pre¬ 
dict a slow but positive recovery towards 
the end of this year, in time for a healthi¬ 
er 2012.” 

LEVELS of personal insolvency 
are falling after a steady rise 
over the last decade and a peak in 
2009, according to the Insolvency 
Service. 

But it warned more needs to be 
done to encourage people to manage 
their money better and avoid insol¬ 
vency. Britain’s over-65 s are the 
fastest growing group of bankrupts, 
though still lower than other UK age 
groups - pensioners’ bankruptcies 
have increased six times in a decade. 
An Insolvency Service spokesman 
advised: “If you are getting into trou¬ 
ble, act quickly and seek advice 
about how to deal with it. 

“There are plenty of sources of 
advice, many of which are free. If 
insolvency looms, remember you 
have choices. Discuss these with 
your adviser and make sure you 
understand which is best for you.” 

■ FOLLOWING a merger with top 25 
UK chartered accountancy Wilkins 
Kennedy in 2008, Ashford accountants 
WK Finn-Kelcey has decided to change 
its name to Wilkins Kennedy FKC. 

Founded in 1920 as Finn-Kelcey and 
Chapman, the Ashford firm and its sister 
office in Orpington has four partners and 
70 staff. Wilkins Kennedy partner Hugh 
Summerfield said: “We decided to main¬ 
tain the historical name connection but, 
at the same time, highlight the availabili¬ 
ty of our new solid, larger product base.” 

The parent firm was established in 
1882 and has 53 partners and almost 400 
staff in 12 offices across southern 
England. 

■ SHEPHERD Neame has warned 
that pubs and restaurants face 
another tough year. 

The Faversham brewer’s chief exec¬ 
utive, Jonathan Neame, said: “The 
economic situation will continue 
to be uncertain and is likely to 
lead to an increase in competition 
for pub customers and in drinks 
distribution. 

“There was some positive support 
for beer and pubs in the Treasury’s 
review of alcohol taxation. 

“However, the key test of the 
Government’s resolve will be the 
next Budget. Wet-led pubs in low 
income areas will continue to strug¬ 
gle and close with the effects of the 
duty escalator and the VAT increase, 
unless the Chancellor changes 
course. A key area of development 
for Shepherd Neame in the coming 
year is to enhance digital marketing 
support for our licensees. This will 
help them to drive footfall and 
reward the loyalty of customers to 
our pubs.” 


PUPILS at a Kent school believe 
they have taken a first step to a 
greener world after switching on 
the lights by simply walking down 
a corridor, writes Steve Loader. 

Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys in 
Canterbury has become a county pioneer test¬ 
bed for award-winning Pavegen floor tiles, 
invented by former student Laurence 
Kemball-Cook. 

The inventor - who lives locally, with his 
brainchild manufactured in nearby 
Harbledown - seems set to capture the imagi¬ 
nation of a world threatened by global warm¬ 
ing and dwindling energy sources. 

It has already been earmarked for use on the 
2012 London Olympics site, and is helping the 
new Westfield shopping centre in Shepherds 
Bush meet stringent targets for environmen¬ 
tal sustainability. 

The product is also on show at the Science 
Museum in London, in the £4.5 million 
Atmosphere Gallery opened in December by 
the Prince of Wales, who expressed interest in 
the wide range of Pavegen applications. 

Pavegen slabs turn kinetic energy from foot¬ 
steps into electricity, to power street lighting, 
information signs and other applications that 
can spring to life when people approach them. 

But its inventor is also enthused by the 
thought-provoking potential from installing 
his product at his old school. 

He said: “Our aim is not only to help the 
school reduce its bills but to get students 
engaged in the energy-generation process,” 
said Kemball-Cook. “Pavegen has been work¬ 


ing closely with Simon Langton for over a year 
now. The school recognised the innovation and 
potential of our technology early on.” 

Kemball-Cook, 25, developed the technology 
at Loughborough University in 2009 while 
studying Industrial Design and Technology. 
The product has won awards from bodies 
including the Technology Strategy Board, the 
Chartered Institute of Builders and 
Loughborough University. 

And science minister David Willetts recently 
described Pavegen as a “great example of British 
innovation”. He commended the zero-carbon 
innovation as “imaginative, environmentally 


friendly, designed for the modem world”. 

Pavegen Systems is seeking further installa¬ 
tion sites keen to harness this previously 
untapped resource - dancefloors, railway sta¬ 
tions, and busy shopping streets and centres 
being obvious applications. 

The firm has shown that using some of the 
‘stepping power’ to light up branded signs 
under foot could help remind shoppers that 
they are passing a store worth popping into. 

But Kemball-Cook is not resting on his lau¬ 
rels. He promises other innovations in the 
pipeline, including shoes that charge a mobile 
telephone while you walk. 



LIGHT WORK: Corridors at Simon Langton Grammar School 
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Abacus is counting on playground partnership 


ABACUS Playgrounds, the UK’s 
largest installer of safety surfaces for 
children’s play areas, has received 
£1.6 million refinance facilities 
through new banking partner 
NatWest. 

The Kent firm has been built into a 
£8m a year turnover concern by 
entrepreneurs Geoff Rodwell and 
Mick White, with a headquarters in 
Northfleet and regional offices in 
Scotland, Cumbria and Nottingham. 

It claims good links with many 
local authorities as well as play 
equipment manufacturers and build¬ 
ing contractors and recently 
embarked on a scheme, in conjunc¬ 


tion with the Great Outdoor Gym 
Company, to build 212 free-use out¬ 
door gymnasiums prior to the 2012 
Olympics in London. The scheme 
aims to tackle childhood obesity and 
encourage healthier lifestyles and 
participation in sport for adults. 

Growth 

Abacus looked for a new banking 
partner to work in line with the 
growth of the business and was rec¬ 
ommended to speak to NatWest by 
Mark Britland, a partner in Magee 
Gammon chartered accountants. 

Mike Prett and Richard Marshall 
from NatWest worked in partnership to 


secure finance facilities of £1.6m for 
existing debt as well as working capital. 

Mr Rodwell said: “Both Mick and I 
had a vision over the last decade to 
become the leader in our field, which 
we have achieved in terms of geo¬ 
graphical spread as well a providing 
experts to help us deliver. We have a 
lot to look forward to and can do so 
with the confidence of having our 
new banking partner on board.” 

Mr Marshall, business develop¬ 
ment director with NatWest, said: 
“Geoff and Mick are great examples 
of how dedicated entrepreneurs can 
succeed and should be proud of put¬ 
ting Abacus on the road to success.” 



CHILD’S PLAY: 

(From left, back) 
Mark Britland of 
Magee Gammon, 
Mike Prett and 
Richard Marshall of 
NatWest; (front) 
Geoff Rodwell and 
Mick White, of 
Abacus Playgrounds 


Visit Kent targets award return 


By STEVE LOADER 


steve.loader@kosmedia.co.uk 


VISIT Kent, the county’s tourist 
champion, has been shortlisted for 
Destination of the Year - the top 
award by trade association 
UKinbound. 

It is the second consecutive year the pri¬ 
vate/public tourism partnership has been 
nominated and it went on to win the award in 
2009. It now faces Ireland, Yorkshire and 


London in the race for the 2010 honour. 

UKinbound works with businesses and 
organisations attracting visitors to the UK 
and offers a number of other awards for which 
Kent-based attractions and companies are in 
the running. English Heritage’s Dover Castle 
is nominated for Attraction of the Year, in com¬ 
petition with Madame Tussauds, St Paul’s 
Cathedral and Warwick Castle. 

Eurostar is up against the Big Bus 
Company, the Original London Sightseeing 
Tour and, City Cruises, for Transport Provider 
of the Year. 

And Therese Heslop, visitor services manag¬ 
er at Canterbury Cathedral, and her team are 



unique 

business 

solutions 


How do you fit a square peg into a round hole? By nature, 
these pieces don't fit together, so if the dilemma is to be 
solved, the square must be rounded, the hole must be 
squared or they each must be modified to fit together. 

Certain types of problems have unique solutions. We pride 
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LYNNETTE CRISP 

carried out by 


shortlisted for the 
Customer Welcome of 
the Year award, in 
competition with 
Encore Tickets, 
Bateaux in London, 
and the retail ticket 
office of the Original 
London Sightseeing 
Tour. 

Lynnette Crisp, mar¬ 
keting manager at 
Visit Kent, said: “To be 
in the running for this 
award again is recog¬ 
nition of the hard work 
all our partners and 
investors across the county. 

‘Visit Kent is committed to encouraging 
tour operators to feature Kent in their pro¬ 
grammes, which is increasingly challeng¬ 
ing in a highly competitive market. 

“This could not be achieved without the 
support of our industry partners who give 
up their valuable time to host visiting oper¬ 
ators and showcase their venues. 

“The more tour operators choose to fea¬ 
ture Kent, the more visitors we will wel¬ 
come to the county.” 

Tourism contributes more than £2.5 bil¬ 
lion to the Kent and Medway economy 
every year and supports 3,000 businesses. 

The UKinbound 2010 award winners will 
be announced on February 10, at the 
UKinbound annual convention, at Alton 
Towers Resort. 


Author aims to 
bridge the gap 

DESPITE recent evidence of an improve¬ 
ment in the gender pay gap and an increase 
in women at the top of companies, there is 
still an imbalance in the UK. 

Now Kent Science Park near 
Sittingbourne is hosting a monthly series of 
day-long workshops to help women learn 
and improve their professional skills. 
Presented by best-selling author and busi¬ 
ness training expert Susan Odev, the first 
will be on January 27 and focuses on effec¬ 
tive time management. 

Susan said: “Statistics show only five of 
the FTSE100 have a female as chief execu¬ 
tive, and only 13 per cent of FTSE 100 direc¬ 
tors are women. It’s often suggested one of 
the reasons is women have different priori¬ 
ties when it comes to establishing their 
work/life balance. 

“The first of my six workshops at Kent 
Science Park looks at a variety of tech¬ 
niques professional women can use to help 
them manage their time to achieve the bal¬ 
ance that best suits them and that will allow 
them to progress within their career without 
having to sacrifice home life. Everyone is 
different and there’s no right or wrong way 
to approach time management.” 

Louise Brenlund, of Kent law firm 
Brachers, attended a taster session last 
year. She said: “Susan was an enthusiastic 
speaker and very engaging, which made the 
presentation fly by.” 

More information is available from 
jen.francis@ksp-uk.com. 


A 






Hotels Stunning Locations 


Part of the Thorley Hotel Group 

Fayreness Hotel, Broadstairs | Oak Hotel, Ramsgate 

Tel: 01843 868641 Tel: 01843 581582 

www.thorleytaverns.co.uk/hotels.asp 


Pegwell Bay Hotel, Ramsgate 
Tel: 01843 599590 
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Directline following in 
the tracks of hoppers 


Experienced 
p artner takes 

on trust role 



SIEVE LOADER 


steve.loader@kosmedia.co.uk 


LAND that once echoed to the seasonal 
sounds of thousands of hop-pickers is being 
fast-tracked to provide more new opportu¬ 
nities for modern-day companies. 

Plans have been approved to build industrial units on 
Hawkhurst Station Business Park, a 14-acre site on the 
A229 between Hawkhurst and Cranbrook, which already 
hosts a range of national and local companies. 

The 12,000 sq ft and 20,000 sq ft units will be built by 
award-winning Ashford-based Directline Structures, on 
the site of the former Hawkhurst railway station, which 
opened in 1893 and closed in 1961. 

The steam engine shed and signal box still survive - 
the latter wears the colours of the former Southern 
Railway and its green and white sign. Park owner Peter 
Dunlop has made retaining the site’s railway heritage a 
cornerstone of his development plans. 

He said: “It is important to preserve 
the history of steam railways in Kent 
and I believe they are a feature of this 
site which sets it apart from so many 
other locations.” 

Prior to its closure, he added, 

Hawkhurst station would come alive 
every September during the hop-pick¬ 
ing season, when 26 special trains 
would arrive daily, each carrying 
about 350 people to work in the hop gardens across the 
Weald. Directline Structures has constructed previous 
buildings on the same site and the new units have been 
designed to be flexible to suit tenants’ needs, and can be 
sub-divided or linked. 

Rod Hindley, of Tunbridge Wells-based Compass 
Commercial, is agent for the business park and confident 
of substantial interest. 

He said: “The park has excellent access to the A21 and 
is ideal for companies looking to expand their business in 
the region serving Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge, 
Sevenoaks, Maidstone and surrounding areas.” 

Directline Structures is a family-owned design and con¬ 


struction company which moved from Goudhurst - close 
to Hawkhurst - to a modem office it built in Ashford in 
2009. It won accolades for the quality of its sustainable 
design and construction at the annual Kent Environment 
Awards and also at the London and South East 
Constructing Excellence Awards. The firm has designed 
and constmcted nearly 200 buildings for clients across 
Kent and South East since it was formed in 1988. 


Need to work 24/7, 


PRESERVED: Signal box at Hawkhurst, where the engine shed also survives 
INSET: An industrial unit built on the site for joinery supplier Howdens 


GARY Hicks, a partner at Kent accountancy 
firm Reeves, has taken on the role of head of 
trusts and estates to develop and strengthen 
that area of the practice. 

He has more than 
20 years’ experience 
in working on all 
aspects of trusts, 
estates and charita¬ 
ble trusts. He previ¬ 
ously worked for 
Deloitte and Saffery 
Champness before 
joining FW Stephens 
in 2008 as trust 
manager. 

When FW Stephens 
merged with Reeves 
in June, 2010, Mr 
Hicks was promoted 
to partner within the 
merged firm. 

Mr Hicks has also 
been a member of 
the Society of Trust 
and Estate Practitioners (STEP) since 1996 
and sits on its charities special interest 
group and the STEP London Central branch 
committee. 

Clive Stevens, managing partner at Reeves 
and its former head of trusts and estates, 
said: “The increasingly complex tax regimes 
for trusts and the financial implications of 
estate planning demand specialist expertise. 

“Reeves has invested in developing that 
expertise to ensure clients benefit from the 
best possible advice in this critical area and 
we are confident Gary’s experience will fur¬ 
ther benefit clients.” 


GARY HICKS 


but your IT support doesn't? 


April’s Act now 
giving bribery 
the red card 

ALLEGATIONS of bribery are not confined 
to Fifa officials, says Dartford-based solici¬ 
tors Vizards Wyeth, which is urging compa¬ 
nies to protect themselves ahead of April’s 
new Bribery Act. 

The Financial Services Authority (FSA) 
has suggested that many companies will 
not be able to prove that they have taken 
adequate steps to protect against bribery 
within their organisation. 

Vizards Wyeth partner Robert Ryder said: 
“Problems occur if a company has not taken 
adequate steps to protect themselves from 
bribeiy, or are sufficiently aware of practices 
that could be seen as contentious. 

“Even gifts can be seen as bribes if they are 
extravagant. 

“Although the Act is focused on the finan¬ 
cial sector, it can affect all businesses, espe¬ 
cially those in the construction industry 
who may be working abroad and competing 
for contracts. It’s important to note that the 
Act does not just apply to the UK.” 

The maximum sentence for an organisa¬ 
tion is an unlimited fine and, in some cases, 
employees and directors can also face crim¬ 
inal penalties. 



Our Kent based engineers 
provide more than just 9-5. 
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Computer 
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Call free on 0800 281965 
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Winning the mind games first 
step to gain sporting success 


H 


By DAVID PRITCHARD 


IN AN industry which appears to 
rely heavily on physical prowess 
for success, an increasing propor¬ 
tion of sportsmen and women are 
looking to address their mental 
approach in a bid to get ahead. 

Research in sports psychology goes back 
several decades and has been used at the 
top level of many disciplines, particularly in 
the United States, for almost as long. 

But as increasing professionalism drips 
downwards, techniques which work for 
elite athletes are increasingly being adopted 
further down the rankings. 

Karl Steptoe first came across the disci¬ 
pline as a professional golfer and was so 
enthused by it he trained to become a qual¬ 
ified psychologist. 

Living in Wye, near Ashford, he helps a 
range of individuals, including Tenterden 
golfer Benn Barham, looking to improve 
their performances and believes most peo¬ 
ple still have the wrong impression of what 
a sports psychologist does. 

“Individual sports like tennis and golf are 
much more open to it, whereas in team 
sports it comes down to how relevant the 
manager sees it,” he said. 

“There are a lot of barriers because people 
don’t want to address the mental side of 
the game even though they know it’s impor¬ 
tant. There are also some misconceptions 
about what it is - it’s not just about think- 




THOUGHTFUL: Karl Steptoe works as a 
sports psychologist with Benn Barham 

ing positively. From a performance point of 
view the more interesting stuff that defines 
my training is on barriers to performance. 

“The people I see can be put into two 
broad areas. On one side you have the well 
functioning athlete who wants to add to 
their game and the other group is where 
there is a barrier which is stopping them 
from performing.” 

Gillingham certainly fell into the second 
category when they sought out the help of 
Ashley Lawrence in the wake of a humiliat¬ 
ing FA Cup defeat to Dover Athletic in 
November. It was a low point for a talented 
squad which had woefully underperformed 


since the start of the season. 

Clear the air talks were held both as a 
group and individually to discuss what had 
gone wrong. The Gills lost the next game, 
but then promptly won their next five 
games to rocket up the table. 

One of the biggest improvements was in 
the form of striker Adebayo Akinfenwa, who 
admitted he had not been feeling himself 
during the poor run, but has since rediscov¬ 
ered his best form. 

He said: “The major thing is we had open- 
air talks after the Dover game and it was 
‘look, it’s going to be a really long season if 
we don’t change the way we are’. 

“It was like as a squad off the pitch it was 
second to none; we got on and I just felt we 
didn’t transfer that on to the pitch. 

“Ash came in and I think he’s made a mas¬ 
sive difference. It’s just sitting down and 
talking and being in an environment where 
it doesn’t matter if you’re 35 or 18, your 
opinion counts and if you’ve got something 
to say, you say it. It’s nice sometimes to have 
someone to bridge the gap between the 
players and the management. It’s all been 
positive, so long may it continue.” 

It is not just the mood within the camp 
which can make an impact either. 

Lawrence says the atmosphere in the 
stands, which had been very downbeat 
during the Gills’ poor run, had the potential 
to make a big impact. 

He said: “If you actually think about the 
negativity from people it’s like a shower 
that sucks you back. What they don’t realise 
is when they get on players’ backs they’re 
not helping them perform.” 
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BENEFICIAL: Gills’ 
striker Adebayo 
Akinfenwa’s form 
improved after the 
club used a sports 
psychologist 

Picture: ADY KERRY 


Levett’s hectic double life paying 
dividends for Sevenoaks Town 



STEPPING STONE: Keith Levett (right) has played some academy players in his Town side 



STAR: Table tennis starlet Yolanda King 


King takes her 
spot among pro 
tour’s top table 

EMERGING table tennis talent Yolanda 
King will face the toughest test of her 
fledgling career later this month after being 
selected for the English Open. 

It is the first time the 16-year-old, who 
plays for the Weald Table Tennis Club in 
Cranbrook, has been selected for a senior 
tournament. 

The five-day event at the English 
Institute of Sport in Sheffield is a Pro Tour 
Major Event on the International Table 
Tennis Federation’s calendar. 

It has attracted a world-class field, with 
three of the top four players in the world 
among the competitors. 

It will be easily the strongest tournament 
King, ranked number eight in the England 
senior rankings, has played in. 

She will compete in the women’s open, the 
under-21 singles and also the women’s dou¬ 
bles alongside Staffordshire’s Natalie Slater. 

The English Open begins on January 26. 


STRIVING for success with two different 
football clubs may seem like a strange 
challenge, but Keith Levett feels his sporting 
double life is already proving beneficial on 
both fronts, writes Steve Tervet. 

Levett, who heads up Welling United’s acad¬ 
emy system, took over as Sevenoaks Town 
manager last summer and he now divides his 
time between Greatness Park and developing 
the Wings’ youngsters. 

The two roles have already begun to overlap 
and Levett has fielded several of his academy 
prospects in the Town first-team, although he 
feels the special relationship has yet to reach 
its full potential. 

Welling youngsters Chris Davis, Trevor 
Elliot and Leon Farrell have all had a taste of 
Kent League football, while several other play¬ 
ers on the Park View Road programme have 
played reserve football with Sevenoaks since 
Levett’s move. 

He said: “There’s a lot of things we use for the 
academy; the work on set-plays and the way 
we play, which work okay with Sevenoaks, 
although it’s a different experience working 
with adults to the young lads. 

“I think it’s worked alright so far, but we’re 
only at the beginning and I’m optimistic next 
year will be the big year in terms of where we 
take Sevenoaks. I want us to have a real good 
go at pushing for promotion.” 

Alongside coach Rob Quinn, who is now a 
regular in Town’s midfield, Levett spends 20 
hours a week working alongside Welling’s 
teenagers, who join the academy programme 


at the age of 16. The players combine their 
football commitments with study for NVQ and 
B-Tec qualifications and Levett’s sides play 
daytime games in the Conference Youth 
League as well as evening fixtures in the 
Ryman Youth League. 

Running Sevenoaks training sessions twice 
a week leaves Levett with very little time 
away from the game and he admits taking on 
the extra commitments of a managerial role 
has not been easy. 

“I do enjoy managing, but coaching is what I 
enjoy most,” he said. “Managing is a good 
opportunity to pick the team and get them 
doing what you want to do, but I don’t really 
enjoy the other stuff, the organising. I expect 
next year to be slightly different at the club, to 


have more input from other people.” 

With the world of senior football judged 
solely on points tally and league positions, 
Levett is grateful to remain involved in the 
youth environment where more time can be 
taken to assess performance and nurture the 
approach of his players. 

“When the boys come to the academy, they 
haven’t done a lot of coaching,” he said. 

“That winning mentality is something we 
notice right from the word go because football 
is so competitive in this country. 

“The boys are starting too young and we 
want them to think more about the game, to 
see the game like a coach does. At the acade¬ 
my, we’re trying to get them to be footballers 
who use their heads.” 


Pictures: NICK DUNGAN 
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Recovering Barham targets Kenya 
Open as return date for golf tour 


PROFESSIONAL golfer Benn Barham intends 
to make a competitive return to the course in 
March as he bravely steps up his recovery from 
a cancer scare at the end of last year. 

The former European Tour golfer has been on 
the sidelines after undergoing an operation to 
remove a kidney containing a cancerous tumour 
in November. 

Since going under the knife, the Tenterden- 
based player has received the all-clear and is 
already planning his return to the European 
Challenge Tour. 

Barham has worked hard on his fitness dur¬ 
ing the last month and has even managed to aid 
his recovery by completing nine holes at Chart 
Hills. The 34-year-old is pleased with his 


progress and says he is confident he will return 
to the European Challenge Tour at the Kenya 
Open, which begins on March 31. 

He said: “The rehab is going okay. My coach 
has set me a programme which I have been 
working on at the gym and I’ve even managed 
to get nine holes in here and there at Chart 
Hills. I’m seeing the shots, but not quite hitting 
them at the moment, but that will come with 
time. I’ve been hitting some good tee shots and 
my putting has been good. 

“I’ve had a few aches and pains, but on the 
whole things are going well. 

“I hope to be at the Kenya Open, but if I 
receive any invites to tournaments before then, 
I may play in those depending on how I feel.” 



Seamer Saker goes 
on trial as Kent look 
for bowling options 

Picture: GETTY IMAGES 


KENT are set to hand a pre-season trial to fast bowler Neil Saker 
as they look to bulk up their attack for the 2011 season. 


a 


By GLENN PEARSON 


The 6ft 4ins seamer played 18 first-class 
games with Surrey between 2003 and 
2008 before being released, and will be 
given a chance to impress as Kent step up 
their preparations for the season opener at 
Essex on April 8. 

The 26-year-old is one of a number of 
cricketers that have found themselves sur¬ 
plus to requirements by counties that are 
struggling financially and therefore turn¬ 
ing to cheaper, home-grown talent. 

Several experienced batsmen have con¬ 
tacted Kent this winter asking for an 
opportunity to get back into the first-class 
game, with some even offering to play for 
free and proving themselves in order to 
earn a deal. 

While it’s a tempting offer for county 
coaches attempting to juggle a shoestring 
playing budget, Kent’s head coach, Paul 
Farbrace, has warned that while it will cre¬ 
ate good competition for places in county 
cricket, it musn’t prevent the natural path 
for young players. 

Interested 

‘We’ve had three or four players come to 
us that have been released asking for an 
opportunity and a couple that have said 
they will play for zip; they don’t want any 
money they just want to show they are good 
enough to play first-class cricket,” he said. 

“I think some have come to us because 
they have seen we have a small staff and 
are probably backing themselves to come 
and play for nothing and get games and 
earn contracts on the back of that. 

“Of course you are interested in them 
because there could be some good players, 
but what you have got to weigh up is them 
coming to you - does that block some of 


your young players? Where some counties 
might say it would be good to have a 
couple of those as stopgaps, we look at it 
and see the likes of Daniel Bell- 
Drummond, Chris Piesley and James 
Goodman who we signed onto our staff; 
they need opportunity. 

“If we were to clog our team up with bat¬ 
ters from other counties that might deny 
them an opportunity. 

“If a bowler became available then it’s a 
different matter because every county is 
looking for bowlers, but there won’t be 
too many on the market, but there will be 
batters.” 

Saker, who also played for the Unicorns 
team, is one bowler with first-class experi¬ 
ence and as Kent did with Ashley Shaw 
last summer - recruited at pre-season 
training - it’s an opportunity too good to 
pass up for cash-strapped clubs. 

“There are one or two bowlers about and 
we’ve got one coming in who is looking for 
a route back into county cricket and he 
would be good for us because it will be 
another bowler with first-class experience 
at pre-season,” Farbrace said of Saker. 

“If he does well during the pre-season 
programme then we may look at him differ¬ 
ently, you can’t make any promises because 
finances are tight. 

“He is someone who had an injury, but 
has come back and worked extremely hard 
this winter; is fit and strong and all the 
indications are that he is bowling well. 

“If it goes well then who knows what 
may happen and if it doesn’t then we 
haven’t lost anything.” 



HITMAN: Neil Saker is hoping to impress 


I# 


Kent sport 
stars have 
M say on 


As part of our weekly series, we 
bring you the pick of the week’s 
tweets from the county’s sports stars 

MODERN athletes are so professional these 
days they rarely indulge, even when the rest 
of us are going a bit over the top at 
Christmas and New Year. 

Most of the Kent sporting community 
on Twitter appeared to stick to the party 
line, with the notable exception of superbike 
rider Shane Byrne, who was in the Czech 
Republic. 

@67Shakey: “Only been here a couple of 
hours and the in-laws have already got 3 
shots of moonshine into me, I’ll never make 
new year at this rate!” L 

Gillingham winger 
Dennis ON had 
the common sense 
to at least make up 
an excuse for straying 
from the strictly 
controlled diet. 

@dieselexpress: “My 
throats still killing me! 
gonna have a haagen 
dazs ice cream to 
soothe it:)” 

Elsewhere, the 
New Year may have begun badly for 
Kent wicketkeeper Geraint Jones, who 
was unwisely contemplating improvising a 
critically important piece of kit. Don’t do it, 
Jonesy. 

@GoJones623: “First nets could be 
interesting if I still can't find my jockstrap. 
Might have to resort to old-fashioned box in 
a sock.” £ 




Sevenoaks race 
walker Tom 
Bosworth also had a 
painful start to the year 
before jetting off to 
Australia, although his 
predicament could surely have been solved 
by a quick trip to the shops. 
@TomBosworth: “Just had a shave with a 
womans leg razor! Now my neck looks like 
something from a war zone! Ouch!!” 


Follow us at www.twitter.com/kentsport for 
the latest sports news from around the county 




Read lydia Greenway’s exclusive blog on our website as England 
look to follow the men’s example and retain the Ashes Down Under 


The Kent and England left-handed batsman was part of the women’s side that won the Ashes last year 
and hopes to leave Australia next month with the little urn in tow. Follow Lydia’s and England’s progress 
at www.kentsporLco.uk as the Farnborough-born batsman blogs on life on tour Down Under 
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RED TAPE: Prison home to Blantyre House FC 

Security policy sees 
inmates lose out to 
the letter of the law 

THE WEST Kent Sunday Football League 
(WKSFL) have reluctantly expelled a prison 
football team after they declined to negotiate on 
their security policy. 

Blantyre House FC’s 14-year membership of 
the league was put at risk in November after the 
prison tightened up its entry rules. 

The league was informed visiting players would 
need to provide photographic identification before 
they were admitted to the resettlement prison at 
Horden, near Goudhurst, which is designed to 
prepare inmates for their release. 

It was a long-standing arrangement, but had 
not been as stringently applied in the past. It put 
them in conflict with the league who, after con¬ 
sulting with the other nine Division One clubs, 
felt it was too much to ask, foreseeing problems 
where teams would arrive with only half their 
players remembering the proper identification. 

A compromise was offered last month in an 
effort to broker a deal. Blantyre would receive the 
names of the registered players due to visit for 
the upcoming game, which would negate the need 
for photo ID. 

The prison was given until the end of December 
to comply or they would be kicked out. When no 
change was forthcoming the WKSFL had little 
choice but to follow up on their threat. 

Andrew Newman, vice chairman of the 
WKSFL, said: “They weren’t able to change their 
stance and neither were we. It was very amicable, 
but they were very disappointed, particularly the 
guys who ran the team, and as far as the inmates 
were concerned the games provided a talking 
point and they looked forward to each match. 

“I suppose we weren’t overly surprised. In effect 
they were also deferring the decision to someone 
at the Home Office.” 

Blantyre House originally joined the league in 
1972 when the prison was a young offender’s 
institute. They left after nine seasons, but 
rejoined in 1996, eventually becoming a regular 
fixture in Division One. 


Optimism Chinese will base 
judo team in Tonbridge as 
training camp proves a hit 


Picture: NICK DUNGAN 



THROWN: China sent a team of five players and a coach to Tonbridge’s four-day event 


By DAVID PRITCHARD 


JUDO associations from four 
countries are considering signing 
deals to use Tonbridge as a venue 
base ahead of the 2012 Olympics 
following the success of the 
second international training 
camp last month. 

The biggest prize would be China, a gen¬ 
uine global heavyweight in the sport. 

Rarely travelling outside their borders 
between competitions, they broke with 
convention to send a team of five players and 
a coach to the four-day event at Tonbridge 
School, held just before Christmas. 

They have already made a commitment to 
return with a larger team at this December’s 
camp and invited a team from Tonbridge 
Judo Club (TJC) to train in Beijing later this 
year. 

Fantastic 

Chris Bowles, head coach at TJC, is 
delighted with how the visit went and is 
optimistic China will choose to base their 
judo team in the town for the run-up to the 
London Olympics. 

He said: “They have taken the memoran¬ 
dum of understanding back with them 
and are looking at it. I think they will be 
communicating their decision fairly soon. 

“I’m much more confident they will come 
now than before the camp. They were mas¬ 
sively impressed with the school, the club 
and the town. We visited all the sites of 
interest, took them up to London and they 
were very appreciative. 

“At the camp their dedication and commit¬ 
ment was absolutely phenomenal. To have 
an international relationship with them is 
fantastic.” 

As well as China, delegations from 


Austria, Germany and Denmark also 
returned home interested in signing a for¬ 
mal arrangement. 

If they opt to pursue it they will join 
Ukraine and Belarus, who have already 
agreed to use Tonbridge for their pre-Games 
camps. To have so many countries interested 
in the same venue is a huge achievement 
and if they all signed it would represent 
about 10 per cent of the total agreed so far 
nationwide. 


The second international camp built on 
the success of the inaugural event in 2009. 

Again it threatened to be disrupted by 
snow, but only a handful of players from 
Italy and Sweden were unable to travel and 
despite their absence, about 330 players took 
part. 

It served as perfect preparation for 
Tonbridge’s top players, who will take part 
in the all-important national trials in 
Sheffield later this month. 


Rink provides entire squad Hockey siblings targeting 
for young England curlers same goal of 2016 Games 


YOUNGSTERS from west Kent made up 
both England teams which competed at the 
European Curling Championships this week. 

All eight players train at Fenton’s Rink, 
near Tunbridge Wells, the only dedicated 
curling rink in England. 

It was the third appearance at the champi¬ 
onships, held this year in Prague, for girls’ 
captain Anna Fowler. Naomi Robinson, 
Lauren Pearce and Hettie Gamier were also 
in last year’s team, while Angharad Ward 
made her debut after moving from Canada. 

Victory over Slovakia in their third game 
ensured the team had made progress from 
last year, when they lost all nine fixtures. 

This year’s event, which finished on 
Saturday, was the first time England had sent 
a boys’ team, which was led by Ben Fowler. 

Harry Mallow, Matt Spicer, Ben Alexander 
and Ollie Kendal completed the line-up and 
they also made a good start, beating Wales 8-4. 

Ernest Fenton, owner of Fenton’s Rink, is 
pleased with the progress being made. 

He said: “It’s great. They have to practice a 
lot because many of the teams they’re playing 
against have big squads. 



ICE TOUCH: Players of the England teams 

“The good thing about both sides is so 
many of them are very young. Some are only 
15 and in curling you can play as a junior 
until you’re 21, so they have several years to 
try to move forward.” 

Novices can get a taste of the sport on 
Sunday when the rink holds an open day 
from 10am to 4pm. 


FROM junior games with Sevenoaks to 
Olympic aspirations, Chris and Nick Barker 
have shared a hockey story which looks like 
taking them both to the top of the sport. 

The twin brothers, both capped by England 
at under-18 level, are now looking to establish 
themselves in the under-21 squad with a 
clear goal of representing Great Britain at the 
2016 Games in Rio de Janeiro. 

Having played alongside each other for 
the last decade, the Barkers, 19, are now blaz¬ 
ing separate trails after starting university in 
the autumn, although they seemed destined 
to be reunited on the international stage. 

Chris, studying and playing at the 
University of Exeter, said: “We’re very similar 
players, equally skilful, and we’ve had the 
same hockey career until now. There’s an ele¬ 
ment of competition and rivalry, but it’s nice 
to have a friendly face whenever you go to tri¬ 
als for regional or international stuff. 

“I’ve still got to think about university, but 
we’re trying get into the under-21s this year. 
The 2012 Games may be a bit too soon, but 
2016 is realistic and there’s nothing better 
than playing for your country.” 



SIBLING RIVAL: Nick Barker (left) in action 

The national indoor league runs over the next 
fortnight, with Nick back from Nottingham 
University to represent Sevenoaks in Division 
One, while Chris is aiming to fire Exeter to 
promotion from Division Two South. 

Introduced to Sevenoaks by their father 
Peter, a former player and now manager of 
the indoor side, the Barkers progressed 
through the youth ranks before breaking into 
the first-team three seasons ago then going 
on to play in the Saxon Tigers defence at the 
2009 UK School Games. 
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Old rivalry comes second to league points 



DERBY: Oaks host neighbours Maidstone 


LOCAL pride and crucial league points are 
on the line for Sevenoaks as Knole Paddock 
hosts London 2 South East action for only 
the second time since October. 

Maidstone, who provide the opposition for 
Oaks’ first test of 2011, have become some¬ 
thing of a bogey side in recent years and 
chairman Lee Adamson predicts another 
tricky encounter. 

Just seven points separate the sides in 
upper mid-table and Adamson says motiva¬ 
tion will be no issue as Sevenoaks look to re¬ 
ignite their promotion hopes. 

He said: “It’s a local derby, they’re old rivals 
and they always seem to do well against us so 
the boys are as up for it as they’ll ever be. We 
always go into games against Maidstone 
thinking there’s no reason why we shouldn’t 
beat them, but they often put one over us.” 


Sevenoaks RFC v 
Maidstone RFC 

KICK-OFF 2PM AT KNOLE PADDOCK 

Oaks, who last played on November 20, are 
looking to record a third straight league win 
which could send them back above Lewes 
into second place. 

Head coach James Leverington has a 
fully-fit squad at his disposal after welcom¬ 
ing several players back from injury over the 
Christmas break. 

Adamson said: ‘We’re not looking at major 
changes because the coaches were pretty 
comfortable with the team before Christmas. 

“There were a few times we needed horses 
for courses, bigger guys on heavier pitches, 
but we didn’t always have that option.” 


Warrilow up 

for challenge 
of top teams 

Angels unfazed bv in-form Burv 


By DAVID PRITCHARD 


VISITING the Ryman Premier’s 
form team holds no concerns for 
Tonbridge Angels manager Tommy 
Warrilow who is hoping his side 
can continue their good record 
against the division’s top clubs. 

Bury Town have won five of their last six 
games and go into the weekend second in the 
table. 

The Suffolk club, who won 3-2 at Longmead 
in August, will start as favourites to extend 
the record against an away side 10 points and 
nine places below them in the table. 

But the Angels, who returned after a 37-day 
break to beat struggling Folkestone Invicta 1- 
0 on Monday, have enjoyed playing against the 
division’s leading lights this season. 

Trips to Bury’s fellow title rivals 
Kingstonian and Sutton United have ended in 
draws and Warrilow admitted he prefers tak¬ 
ing on the stronger teams. 

“I would rather play them than, with no 


Bury Town v 
Tonbridge Angels 

KICK-OFF 3PM AT THE RAM MEADOW STADIUM 

disrespect, the teams at the wrong end of the 
table,” he said. 

“I’d rather play the teams up the top and hope¬ 
fully that will go the same again on Saturday. 

“I just think [against Folkestone] you’re on a 
hiding to nothing anyway, everyone looks at 
the table and thinks ‘they’re down there, we’re 
up there and we should be putting these 
teams away’. 

Leveller 

“It doesn’t work like that, but for some 
reason when you play against the teams up 
the top, expectations aren’t so high and it 
becomes more of a leveller.” 

Scott Kinch is available again after serving 
his one-game suspension against Folkestone. 



FIT-AGAIN: Lewis Taylor is set to retain his 
place after making his full debut last week 

There were no injury concerns in Monday’s 
aftermath, although after such a long time 
without 90 minutes several players were 
struggling with fatigue in the closing stages. 

Fit-again Lewis Taylor should keep his place 
in the starting line-up after making his long- 
awaited first start earlier this week. 

Today’s game will come too quickly for Ade 
Olorunda to take his place in the XI. 

The striker began his second spell at the 
club with a cameo from the bench against 
Invicta and is likely to fulfil a similar role at 
the Ram Meadow Stadium. 


Wells start with new belief for new year 


TUNBRIDGE Wells emerge from the winter 
break with a spring in their step as they look to 
put right a heavy defeat at Haywards Heath back 
in September. 

Having travelled to Sussex with an already- 
weakened squad, the Wells lost fly-halves Ollie 
Lewis-Donaldson and Toby May to injury and 
Heath took full advantage to run out 42-3 winners. 

However, the Wells have almost a full-strength 
squad to pick from this weekend, with the excep¬ 
tion of their university students, and having beat¬ 
en Chobham in their last outing of 2010, chairman 
Roger Clarke insists there is belief among the side. 

“There’s a new year optimism around the club,” 
Clarke said. 

“We’ve got home advantage and we always hope 
to have a better second-half of the season, but 
RETURN: Dane Hurley will be in his we’re still two or three wins away from getting 

preferred position in the back row into contention for remaining in this league. 



Tunbridge Wells RFC v Haywards 
Heath RFC 

KICK-OFF 2PM AT ST MARK’S RECREATION GROUND 

“Haywards Heath are doing fairly well; we held 
them in the first-half over there, but we had 
nobody on the bench with the pace to deal with 
their backs. We’re hoping to stay pretty close to 
them and although it feels like a long time ago, we 
are still playing off a win.” 

The Wells start the year 16 points adrift of 
safety in London 1 South while Heath travel to St 
Mark’s fifth in the table, having lost two of their 
last three away games. 

Mike Doherty returns to strengthen the Wells 
back division while Dane Hurley returns to his 
preferred position in the back row, having spent 
much of the season at centre. 



WORRY: Wells stopper Michal Czanner 


Larkin misses his 
Slovakian stopper 

Tunbridge Wells v 
Phoenix Sports 

KENT SENIOR TROPHY SECOND ROUND 
KICK-OFF 3PM AT CULVERDEN STADIUM 

CONCERNS remain over the fitness of 
goalkeeper Michal Czanner as Tunbridge 
Wells look to chalk up their first win since 
the middle of November. 

Czanner missed Monday’s 4-3 defeat to 
Erith Town with a knee injury and his 
replacement, 16-year-old Callum Hampson, 
endured a torrid first-team debut. 

With the Wells leading 3-1 after 75 min¬ 
utes, three Erith set-pieces turned the 
game on its head and manager Martin 
Larkin is eager to welcome back his 
first-choice stopper this afternoon. 

He said: “Michal goes about his business 
quietly and he’s taken for granted a little 
bit. He’s an exceptional goalkeeper and he 
would have caught those three comers with 
his eyes shut. Callum’s very good for his 
age, but he’s not got the experience of 
defending comers in the Kent League. 

“If it had been a massive game I would 
have told him to play and he probably 
would have done. 

“We were in control of the game in open 
play and we had chances to close it out, but 
the last 15 minutes wasn’t enjoyable.” 

Phoenix provide a largely unknown quan¬ 
tity for the Wells in this afternoon’s Kent 
Senior Cup tie, arriving at Culverden fifth in 
the Kent County League Premier Division. 

Should Czanner prove his fitness in time, 
the Slovak will be Larkin’s only change to a 
Wells side which now features midfielder 
Tom Davey, back after knee ligament dam¬ 
age. Drew Crush and Perry Spackman are 
both suspended. 

Catt’s confident of 
Cranes turnaround 

Cranbrook v Crawley 

KICK-OFF 2.30PM AT THE TOMLIN GROUND 

CRANBROOK have an opportunity to 
move out of the London 3 South East rele¬ 
gation zone if they overcome Crawley this 
afternoon. 

The Cranes, who are new to the division 
this season, have stmggled for results and 
require a positive start to the new year to 
kick-start their campaign. 

Mike Catt’s side are without a league win 
since a 20-15 triumph against Eastbourne 
on October 2, and are hoping to end their 
victory drought today against relegation 
rivals Crawley. 

Cranbrook won the previous meeting 
between the two sides earlier this season 
and are desperate to make a bright start to 
2011. 

Catt said: “We are all looking forward to 
playing again and we’re confident we can 
turn things around. 

“The problem we have had is we have 
been losing games by the odd try or so. If we 
get a win then it will bring some confidence 
back.” 

Catt should have a fully-fit squad to 
choose from for the clash. 
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Leaders could edge closer to title bv beating closest rivals 


TONBRIDGE Juddians face the 
biggest game of their season in 
west London this afternoon as 
they travel to face the only side 
standing between them and pro¬ 
motion to the National League. 

While the London 1 South campaign has 
only run half its course, second-placed 
London Irish Amateur are the one club still 
within touching distance of TJs in the quest 
for the title. 

A TJs victory, their 13th of the campaign, 
would send them at least nine points clear at 
the top and odds-on to climb the rugby pyra¬ 
mid for a third season running. 

However, coach Peter Dankert insists that 


By STEVE TERVET 


London Irish Amateur RFC 
v Tonbridge Juddians RFC 

KICK-OFF 2.30PM AT THE AVENUE 

while his players are buzzing ahead of the 
clash, today’s result will have no significant 
bearing on the destiny of his side, or their 
opponents. 

“It’s going to be a very good game,” he said. 
“There’s still a long way to go and either 
team winning or losing won’t decide any¬ 
thing one way or the other. 

“All players look forward to playing in com¬ 
petitive, tough games of rugby. Winning by 
50 points looks good on the scoresheet, but 
sometimes it’s not enjoyable. 

“Being in a battle is part of what our play¬ 
ers really enjoy and they’re eager to go up 
to London Irish and get a result. We don’t 
have to play pretty, attractive rugby, we just 
have to get the result.” 

Freezing weather and the mid-season 
break mean TJs have not played a compet¬ 
itive game since December 11, when they 
edged to a 13-3 win at Hove. 

Dankert has no worries over his squad’s 
fitness, though, having run training ses¬ 
sions at Tonbridge School throughout 
December and into the new year. 

With a fully-fit squad at his disposal, 
Tonbridge Juddians will need to be strong 
up front to cut out the penalties which 
almost cost them the reverse fixture in 
September, when TJs eventually ran out 36- 
30 winners. Both were promoted last 
season, with Irish winning London 2 
South West, but Dankert said he was not 
surprised to see the Sunbury-based side 


CRUNCH: Tonbridge Juddians (stripes) will hope to inflict Irish’s first home loss today 


contending for honours once again. 

“I think they’re on a similar plan to us,” he 
said. “They want to get the team up as high 
as they can. It would be very beneficial for 
London Irish to have a team in the National 
Leagues, which would allow them to play 
their hinge and academy players. 

“I know [Irish head coach] Toby Booth, he’s 


a friend of mine, and it would be good for 
London Irish to have two teams with nation¬ 
al status, a fantastic breeding ground for 
them to bring players through.” 

Irish have yet to be beaten on their own 
patch this season, although they were 
surprisingly held to draws at The Avenue by 
Sutton & Epsom and Chichester. 
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Boss fretting on how 
his side will perform 


SEVENOAKS Town manager Keith Levett 
admits he is not quite sure what to expect 
from his side when they run out for the 
Kent Senior Trophy clash with Holmesdale 
this afternoon. 

Town have been without a game for seven 
weeks and have been able to train so rarely 
over a Christmas period plagued by snow 
and ice. 

The Sevenoaks boss admitted he was 
relieved not to be thrown straight back into 
Kent League action, particularly with four 
of his most important players unavailable 
for the tie. 

Adam Marsh and Rob Quinn are both sus¬ 
pended, while Joe Minter and Jack Gibbons 
are away, leaving Levett with the bare 
bones of a ring-rusty squad at his disposal. 

“I know we won’t be right at it so we have 
to just be as prepared as we can,” he said. 


Sevenoaks Town v 
Holmesdale 

KENT SENIOR TROPHY SECOND ROUND 
KICK-OFF 3PM AT GREATNESS PARK 

“The last 20 minutes will be a bit of a 
task, but we’ll just soldier on. We’re playing 
on Saturday and Tuesday [against Hythe 
Town], two cup games and that’s good in a 
way, because there’s no points at stake. 

“I know Holmesdale have played games 
so they’re a little bit more prepared. 

“They’ve picked up their season, but 
they’re a side who like to play football and 
teams like that always give you a chance.” 

Oliver Palmer scored both goals in a 2-0 
Sevenoaks win when the sides met in the 
league back in September, and Holmesdale 
have yet to win on the road this season. 



MISSING: Rob Quinn is one of four players out 
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